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KING LERA 1

ACT ONE
Scene One
King Lear's palace.

[ Enter KENT, GLOUCESTER, and EDMUND]

KENT

I thought the king had more affected® the Duke® of

Albany than Cornwall.
GLOUCESTER

It did always seem so to us: but now, in the

division® of the kingdom®, it appears not which of

the dukes he values® most; for equalities® are so

weighed, that curiosity in neither can make choice

affected [a'fektid]) adj. having lovely feeling 7 BAH 1)
duke (djuk] ~. nobleman of high rank 28

division (di'vizn]) ». dividing or being divided R4}, 43 7
kingdom ('kindem] n. country ruled by a king or a queen
TH

value [ 'veelju:] . have a high opinion of; regard highly &
HEF

® equality (i'kwolati) n. the state of being equal [A%, ¥2=
weigh [wei) vt compare the importance, value, etc #&

& e 606

5}

curiosity (kjuari'osati) n. being curious &L



2 KING LERA

of either's moiety®.

KENT
Is not this your son, my lord?

GLOUCESTER
His breeding®@, sir, hath® been at my charge®: I have
s0 often blushed® to acknowledge© him, that now I am
brazed 10 it@.

KENT
I cannot conceive® you.

GLOUCESTER
Sir, this young fellow's mother could: whereupon®
she grew round-wombed®, and had, indeed, sir, a son
for her cradle® ere® she had a husband for her bed.

8896 ee

©8 606

moiety [ 'moisti} n. one of two parts into which sth. is
divided —2

For equalities are so weighed, that curiosity in neither can
make choice of either's moiety B 84 Bo48 B8 4 £, XS
MIIEATTRE, BAERNFTEACHETER
breeding ('bri:din) n. training FH

hath (he6) (#) have A% = A ¥

charge [tfad3) . responsibility 1 B

blush (blaf) ©i. be ashamed 3 F

acknowledge (ak'nolidz) vt. confess #&IA

braze (breiz) ve. FiEHEE

that now I am brazed to it WHER IR T, WEALLHE
i

conceive [kon'sitv] vz. form an idea in the mind 38
whereupon ('weerspon) adv. and then Bt
round-wombed [raund wumd) adj. pregnant (%) $FZH9
cradle [kreidl) 7. small low bed for new-born baby 2%
ere (e3) prep. before (#) fE--- LABY



KING LERA 3

Do you smell a fault®?

KENT

I cannot wish the fault undone, the issue® of it

being so proper.

GLOUCESTER

But I have, sir, a son by order of law, some year
elder than this, who yet is no dearer in my account®:
though this knave® came something saucily© into the
world before he was sent for, yet was his mother
fair®; there was good sport at his making, and the
whoreson@ must be acknowledged. Do you know this
noble gentleman®, Edmund?

EDMUND

No, my lord.

GLOUCESTER

My lord of Kent: remember him hereafter® as my
honourable® friend.

EDMUND

e 8

e ©e0e e s

fault (fodt)n. mistake &2

Do you smell a fault? #3835 M%7

issue [isw} n. question [a)

account [o'kaunt) n. consideration %58

Who yet is no dearer in my account. #R i 366 £ B ¥4
knave (neiv]) n. H4EGEEA)

saucily ('sosili) adv. imprudently 35 ig#

fair (fes) adj. beautiful KA

whoreson ["hozrason) n. BEfh

noble gentleman $ A

hereaften (hiar'a:fte) adv. after now M EUS
honourable (‘onarsbl) adj. noble X889



4 KING LERA

My services to your lordship®.
KENT

I must love you, and sue® to know you better.
EDMUND

Sir, I shall study deserving®.
GLOUCESTER

He hath been out nine years, and away he shall

again. The king is coming.
[ Sennet®. Enter KING LEAR, CORNWALL, ALBANY,

GONERIL, REGAN, CORDELIA, and Attendants®]
KING LEAR .

Attend® the lords of France and Burgundy@, Gloucester.
GLOUCESTER

I shall, my liege®.

[ Ezeunt® GLOUCESTER and EDMUND]

KING LEAR

®  your lordship ('lodfip) n. B3
my services to your lordship KA, REE N &3 5
® sue (sju) v. hope FHHE
and sue to know you better FERILLG BB K ¥ N1
deserving [di'zovig) adj. worthy {HBH
I shall study deserving & — /R T EHHEE.
sennet ('senit) n. (fr) WO EM
attendant (2'tendont) n. servant 4FM
attend [o'tend) wt. serve f58%,$8%%
Burgundy ('ba:gendi) n. 1R B (A EL)
liege (lidz) n. (HENRZ) BE
exeunt ['eksiant] vi. exit B3H

&)

e 90e ee



KING LERA 5

e e e

€8 0686

Meantime® we shall express our darker purpose.
Give me the map there. Know that we have divided
In three our kingdom: and 'tis@ our fast intent

To shake all cares and business from our age;
Conferring® them on younger strengths, while we
Unburthen® 'd crawl® toward death. Our son of Cornwall,
And you, our no less loving son of Albany,

We have this hour a constant will to publish

Our daughters' several dowers®, that future strife®

May be prevented now. The princes, France and Burgundy,
Great rivals® in our youngest daughter's love,

Long in our court® have made their amorous® sojourn®,
And here are to be answer'd. Tell me, my daughters,

meantime {'mintaim) adv. now J&F

Meantime we shall express our darker purpose. B 7E 3 & ]
ARATH B R .08,

'tis (it7)it is MBI R

and 'tis our fast intent to shake all cares and business from our
age. REANBCHELET L BRI SREE,
confer (ken'fo:} vz, give #5F

unburthen [an'ba®en) vt. unburden #IFF

crawl (krol) vi. walk toward 47/

unburthen'd crawl toward death ik 8 O —#E, F T &L
LS5

dower ('daua) n. dowry Bik

strife (staif) n. %k,

rival (raivl) n. Z5H

court (koit] n. EEE

amorous [ '@morss) adj. 15K

sojourn ['sodzon) n. stay for a time 2F/E



6 KING LERA

Since now we will divest® us both of rule,
Interest of territory®, cares of state,
Which of you shall we say doth love us most?
That we our largest bounty® may extend®
Where nature doth with merit® challenge®. Goneril,
Our eldest-born, speak first.

GONERIL
Sir, I love you more than words can wield® the matter;
Dearer than eye-sight, space, and liberty;
Beyond what can be valued, rich or rare;
No less than life, with grace®, health, beauty, honour;
As much as child e'er® loved, or father found;
A love that maes breath poor, and speech unable®;
Beyond all manner of so much I love you.

CORDELIA
[Aside] @ What shall Cordelia do?
Love, and be silent.

LEAR

divest (dai'vest) w. giveup MF
territory ('teritri) 7. land 4t

bounty ('baunti) n.kindness B &
extend ('ik'stend) w. offer #F

merit ('merit] n. excellence W
challenge ('tfeelind3) ». PkAk

wield (widd) »z. use fifH

grace (greis] n. elegance of manner ¥
eler (=) adv. ever (i%)

A love that makes breath poor, and speech unable. X —fh3&
BE RN I, WA 2,

aside (o'said) n.

o000 ®e O

=]



KING LERA 7

Of all these bounds®, even from this line to this,

With shadowy® forests and with champaigns® rich'd,

With plenteous® rivers and wide-skirted® meads®,

We make thee lady; to thine® and Albany's issue

Be this perpetual®. What says our second daughter,

Our dearest Regan, wife to Cornwall? Speak.
REGAN

Sir, I am made

Of the self-same metal that my sister is,

And prize me at her worth. In my true heart

I find she names my very deed of love;

Only she comes too short; that I profess®

Myself an enemy to all other joys,

Which the most precious® square of sense possesses;

And find I am alone felicitate@®

In your dear highness' love.

bounds (baundz) #. dividing line W&

shadowy ['fzedoui) adj. shady MRHEM

champaign ('tjeempein) n. plain &

plenteous [ 'plentias) adj.rich FREH

wide-skirted ('waid 'skortid) adj. wide in range [~k
mead [mid) n. grassland (%) By

thine (6ain) odj. (HHK) BFTEW) Ky

perpetual (po'petfual) adj. never-ending KA

Only she comes too short. B £ #ih i 7 88 7 43 46 B R 19 >
.

profess (pro'fes] vt. declare that one has 2% FF&iA
precious ('prefas) adj. highly valued %889

felicitate [ fo'lisiteit) wt. congratulate ¥

And find I am alone felicitate in your dear highness' love. H
ﬁiﬁijﬁaitﬁgi?ﬁo

@00 06068
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8 KING LERA

CORDELIA [ Aside]
Then poor Cordelia®!
And yet not s0; since, I am sure, my love's
More richer than my tongue®.
KING LEAR
To thee and thine hereditary® ever
Remain this ample® third of our fair kingdom;
No less in space, validity®, and pleasure,
Than that conferr'd on Goneril. Now, our joy,
Although the last, not least; to whose young love
The vines® of France and milk of Burgundy
Strive®@ to be interess'd; what can you say to draw
A third more opulent® than your sisters? Speak.
CORDELIA
Nothing, my lord.
KING LEAR
Nothing!
CORDELIA
Nothing.
KING LEAR

® Then poor Cordelia! 4., EH R, K RAFAETFHF
T,

tongue (tan) n. eloquence HF3k(FIHA)OH4

hereditary [hi'reditri] adj. passed on from one generation to
following ones 1728 f

ample ('empl) adj. plentifl B#HH

validity ['vaeliditi} n. richness HE#

vine (vain) n. grape W&

strive [straiv]) »i. compete

opulent ("opjulont) adj. rich HEM

e ®

888 a6



KING LERA 9

Nothing will come of® nothing: speak again.
CORDELIA
Unhappy@ that | am, I cannot heave®
My heart into my mouth: I love your majesty
According® to my bond®; nor more nor less.
KING LEAR
How, how, Cordelia! mend your speech a little,
Lest it may mar® your fortunes.
CORDELIA
Good my lord,
You have begot® me, bred me, loved me; |
Return those duties back as are right fit,
Obey you, love you, and most honour you.
Why have my sisters husbands, if they say
They love you all? Haply, when I shall wed®,
That lord whose hand must take my plight® shall carry
Half my love with him, half my care and duty:
Sure, I shall never marry like my sisters,
To love my father all.

@ come of K- Z R

Nothing will come of nothing. %A G R PI8AH .,
unhappy (an'heepi) adj tactless FREKY

heave (hiv] vt. raise Wi

according to {a'kodin) prep. ina manner, consistent with
bond (bond} n. duty %4>

mar (ma:) vt. damage if

beget [bi'get) ut. give existence to () (MR &G4 )4
()

® wed (wed) vi.marry B

® plight (plait) n. promise %

® e e

0 e o



10 KING LERA

KING LEAR
But goes thy heart with this®?
CORDELIA
Ay9, good my lord.
KING LEAR
So young, and so untender®?
CORDELIA
So young, my lord, and true®.
KING LEAR
Let it be so; thy truth, then, be thy dower:
For, by the sacred® radiance® of the sun,
The mysteries of Hecate@, and the night;
By all the operation of the orbs®
From whom we do exist, and cease to be;
Here I disclaim® all my paternal® care,
Propinquity® and property of blood,

® But goes thy heart with this? #R3X 8555 2R B ML B i

S H g 2

ay (ai) int. yes (FHERFF)RW

untender ['an'tendo) adj. unfeeling B4 B0 B

So young, my lord, and true. 523, RELB/, RIGLH

REEN.

sacred ('seikrid} adj. of God MXM

radiance ('reidjons] n. shine JE#E

Hecate ['hekoti) ». MRR (HFEWF P A X BART RN

T#H)

® orb (ab) n. glohe E2

® disclaim (dis'kleim) vz. say that one has no connection with
3N

® paternal (po'tonl) adj. of father X FEH

©® propinquity [pro'pipkwati] n. nearness (% _E /98I

®ee

8 e e



