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CHAPTER ONE WHAT IS MAN?

Man has been contemplating on the question of
“What is man” since pristine ages.

“Man is a rational animal.” — Socrates.

“Man is a social animal.” — Aristotles.

“An animal is nothing but a machine, but man is a
machine controlled by soul.”” — Rene Descartes.

“Man is a reed that thinks.” — Blaise Pascal.

These answers, put forward by philosophers of
different historical periods, give only one facade of man
or another. '

In the light of modern science, we can conclude:
“Man is an animal with highly-developed brain. And, in
the sense that the development of the brain is consequen-
tial upon man’s taking of labour, we can say that labour
created the mankihd.
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THINKING AND REPRESENTATION

Man memorizes his experiences in the brain and associates similar
experiences to form systematical knowledge and method of thinking.
In a new situation, he formulates an idea for actions on the basis of
his past experiences. If this planned action should fail, he would look
into the cause and revise his scheme of actions. This process is re-
peated over and over again until he finally succeeds. In this way, man
accumulates new knowledge and experiences.

And, what’s more, on the basis of his past experiences, man
can conjure up imaginative world and life which he has never
experienced.

This creative imagination of man is represented in such artistic

forms as fictions, movies, music, dancing and fine arts.
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ATHLETICS AND COMPETITION

Men like to compare their abilities and try con-
clusions with one another. Thus we compete our in-
dividual strength aqnd skills in such athletics events as

‘gymnasz‘ics and weight-lifting, team-play in football

| and volley-ball and the like; intelligence in chess
matches; and so on. All these are nice, peaceful com-
petitions.

The main forms of competition in the animal
' kingdom are the struggle for existence centred round
food, and that for spheres of influence. Thus if you
make a careful observation of the physical builds of

NSBERBGERBIEOB, T EE
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animals, you will find that the organs necessary to
their existence are always the best developed. For
example, the lion, a predator, has extraordinarily
well-developed legs and teeth conducive to the hunting
and then the consumption of weaker or smaller
animals. The eagle, for another example, has especially
sharp beaks to peck at and eat its preys with. |

As for man, he has been consciously training
his various organs to develop his potentialities. To
improve his capability of transforming the material
world, he has also created a broad range of tools. It
goes without saying that the flexibility and develop-
ment of man’s hands and fingers are the consequence

of his ingenious use of the tools.
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INVENTION AND DISCOVERY

Man has a strong desire to probe into the un-
known and he takes pleasure in understanding new
things and interpreting uncanny phenomena.

A doctor called Robert Koch wondered: “Why
does man suffer from diseases?”’ After years of studies
aimed at solving the puzzle, he finally discovered the
bacteria that were invisible to the naked eyes. So “why
are bacteria pathogenic?” and “what methods should
be employed to destroy them?” ... The discovery
of bacteria only led to a series of new questions.

As a result of man’s study of these questions,
the multitude of medicines widely used today were
invented.

Inventions and discoveries do not necessarily
stem from the needs of actual life, however. Reveries,
too, can lead to discoveries and inventions. Thus, for
example, when some people dreamed of “Soaring
in the blue sky like birds”, they began to seriously
observe the behaviours of birds. After experiencing
many frustrations and failures, man finally came
up with the airplane which flies faster, higher and
farther than even the bird. That is a victory of human
wisdom over nature.

In architecture, man built the majestic pyramid
early in 3000 B.C. Today, scientists and engineers are
working on models of the cities of the future age
that will facilitate entry into space and return to
earth,
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Man forms many communities of varying purposes and natures, such as “families”,
“towns”, “countries”, “‘schools”, ‘“‘companies” and “trade unions” That is an illus-
tration of the gregariousness and interdependence featuring the mankind.

The fact that man, who is not strong physically, is able to conquer frigidity and
sultry, famines and other distresses, fierce beasts and diseases, and create ever-improving
material and spiritual civilization, is the result of the co-ordination within and between
groups of men.

Man’s strong individuality and enviousness make disputes (between man and man,
nation and nation, country and country) common occurrences. It seems that such dis-
putes should be settled through consultations. 13
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