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ABSTRACT

Article 2(4) of the UN Charter is the cornerstone of peace in
modern international law, which has established the principle of prohi-
bition of the threat or use of force in international relations. The prin-
ciple has become jus cogens in contemporary international law, which
1s an important guarantee to maintain international peace and security.
In view of the different circumstances of international reality, like oth-
er rules of law, the UN Charter also permits the principle has some ap-
propriate exceptions, such as to authorize the UN Security Council to
centralized use of force on behalf of international community and to al-
low states to counter-attack by force when they are aggressed by for-
eign states. In substance, these exceptions are also necessary for main-
tenance of international peace and security, and don’t conflict with the
principles of modern international law.

Article 2(4) of the UN Charter has suffered much misconstruc-
tion, distortion even misuse in its development process for over 50
years. The purpose of this book is to probe into the true meaning of
this article and its exceptions, and point out how to apply correctly this
article.

This book consists of six chapters. Chapter One reviews the evo-
lutional history of the use of force in international law, whose purpose
is to make clearer the intention and meaning of the non-force principle
in the UN Charter. Chapter Two analyses the legal status and the legal
interpretative methods of Article 2(4). In the next three chapters, the
author makes a deep and detailed study of the protected objects of the
Article (territorial integrity, political independence and the purposes of

the UN), the prohibited objects of the Article (threat or use of force),
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and the applicable scope of the Article (international relations among
states). The last chapter, Chapter Six discusses the exceptions of the
prohibition, including military actions taken by the UN SC itself or it
authorizes to take and individual or collective self-defence, in which the
dissertation focuses on the applicable conditions of the exceptions. The
above discussion and analysis are based on the historical documents for
working out the UN Charter, the practices of the UN and the states,
the academic writings and the basic theory of international law.

The study of the principle in this book not only involves some ba-
sic theories of international law, but also has much obvious practical
significances. The book explores thoroughly some important and com-
plicated issues arising in the recent years, such as humanitarian inter-
vention, threat of using nuclear weapons, the preventive self-defence
and the anti-terrorism international military action’ s influence upon
the non-force principle. In addition, the author comments on the posi-
tions, points of view and practices of the Chinese government regard-

ing the threat or use of force in international relations.

Key Words: use of force threat of force principle of prohibition

of use of force the Charter of the United Nations international law
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