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Unit One From Competence to Commitment 1

From Competence to Commitment

Collegiate education serves for delight, for competence and for commitment.
Their chief use for competence is in the commitment for society. College experience
will enlarge students’ mind, improve their understanding, polish their whole man, and
quality individuals to be the brightest characters in all elevated station in life. The col-
legiate experience at its best will move the student from competence to commitment.

Part [ (para.1~2): Where should they put their faith in this uncertain age?

Part [l (para.3~14) : “The college graduate has civic obligations to fulfill” and
“To fulfill this urgent obligation, the perspective needed is not only national, but glo-
bal.”

Part Il (para. 15~ 18) : Education for what purpose? Competence to what
end?

Part IV (para.19 ~23): The undergraduate experience at its best will move the
student from competence to commitment. But our abiding hope is with determination

W\N/g ‘/ \h
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and effort the undergraduate college can make a difference in intellectual and personal
life of its graduates, in the social and civic responsibilities they are willing to assume,

and ultimately in their world perspective.

1. ... the pursuit of security, the accumulation of material goods ... (line 3,

para.l):

in the pursuit of pursuer:
f vl

pursuit <«  pursue: — pursuant to: in accordance with it
! |

in pursuit of pursuance
pursue: (D to follow or search for sth./sb., in order to catch or kill them.
@ to try to achieve.
e.g. Police in Washington D.C are currently pursuing several lines of i inquiry
into the series of shooting case. '
' I don’t think this idea is worth pursuing any further.
I used to enjoy photography, but I no longer have enough time for pursuing
any hobbies. - .
The newspapers relentlessly pursued the stories of president Clinton’s sex-

ual scandal in 1998. FiIRHRARAE 1998 ZE B b3 R IS SEARI 4 55
R,

in the pursuit of: acting according to.
He has a reputation for mtelhgence and ruthlessness in the pursult of his
policies.

in pursuit of: activity of trying to achieve.

€.g. In pursuit of a healthier diet, Americans are eating more fish than they used
to.
The terrorists resort to violent means in pursuit of their goals.
China is in persistent pursuit of a world peace foreign policy. E-‘—ﬁ‘i

ATUR A FARPE RSN EBUSR o



Unit One From Competence to Commitment 3

pursuant to: in accordance with; in agreement with. 3 8 , 1%,
e.g. The movement of goods, services, capital and persons between China and
other Member States has been liberalized pursuant to the Treaty of WTO.

2. They are struggling to establish themselves, ...(line 4, para.1) : They are stru-
ggling to get settled in a position, office, etc.
establish sb./oneself : place sb./oneself in a position, office, etc, usu. on a perma-
nent basis.
€.g. He has established himself as the leading candidate in the election.

3. admit to (line 5, para.1): confess; recognize or acknowledge sth as true, often re-
luctantly
€.g. He admitted to the murder.
The Vice president admitted to taking bribes.
A quarter of workers admitted to taking time off when they were not ill.
admit of: make it possible for sth. to happen or to be true.
e.g. The price quoted will not admit of any allowance.
His conduct admits of no complaint.
The word admits of no other meaning in this case.
admit (that): confess
e.g. She admits that she occasionally bets on horses.
The Prime Minister admitted that mistakes had been made.

4. uncertain age (line6, para. I): an age which is unable to be completely known;
a time when many things, esp, regarding the future, are unknown.

5. Undergraduates are searching for identity and meaning ... (lines 6~7,
para . 1): Undergraduates are trying to make clear what kind of individuals
they actually are and their own values, whose barassments are something ali-
ke to all of our adults have ever experienced.

6. ... they are torn by idealism of service on the one hand, and on the other, the
temptation to retreat into a world that never rises above self-interests (/ines
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7~9 ,para. 1): ... ideally, they would like jobs which serve other people, but on
the other hand, they are also attracted by careers which will serve their own inte-
rests. fUIREA T FXERIE L, — 7T, T8 2T AR EAE E 3T
F—H I XEZAME B SFHHIER, BARID E LR ERER
BEo
be torn by sth: be tortured and puzzled by sth.
e.g. There are still quite a few nations torn by civil war or riots.
The party was torn by two fractions.
be torn with sth: be tortured and puzzled with sth.
He told me that he was tom between a girl of intelligence with a plain look
and a pretty girl who had had little education. {45173 , — ML BRI,
BRMFEE, A— o BRBER HMRES,
I'was torn between a job in a joint venture with a higher pay but with less
stability and a job in a state-run enterprise with relatively a lower pay but a
higher degree of stability. 7E& ¥ Mk TR ARH  (BRBSEH; &
EHA Al TARXRASIE, BREARREEH, REKBA T H
MESTH

rise above (line 9, para. 1 ): succeed in what you are doing without being af-
fected by it.
e.g. Kate rose above all the trouble at home and did well in her classes.
Mike had risen above his limiting social position and made it as a successful
businessman.
They were unkind to me but I tried to rise above it ( = not allow it to trouble

me) and Stay calm-ﬂ{_’.{ﬂxfﬂﬁﬁmﬁﬂ ’ {Eﬁﬁ%j] ﬁﬁﬂ ’ ﬁ%‘%ﬁﬁﬁ o
the undergraduate experience (linel , pare. 2): one’s undergraduate education

... by the willingness of graduates to be socially and civically engaged. ( lines
2~3, para. I): ... whether the graduates are willing to be working for society and
the city or town where they live.

be engaged: busy or occupied; involved.

V4T 4] R PNBIiE) socially and civically, AT S HE Bkt &, FEOME, 3isa
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10.

AZRRETEMLE. EAAMBEREMREE, SAmMEY, £kE
B, HERE, RLBRZ FRAITEHRZ AR

... of graduates to engage in the society and the city.

A BIES ALY, A FIR , X native speaking Z 28k, 2R T 447].
D It is a truth universal acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good
fortune, must be in want of a wife. Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen. {8 J,
AWM B L, DRTERAAKR, XELR T —FKB /AW EE,

@ a powerful and globally engaged nation. —— G. Bush. — M EKHS 54
HRUEFEFHER.

AIORA T — M BRHEMR AR , B AT FARFE R AMUTE
A PTREIShE possess Al want, A Z UG IHMEE, BRFAERR, ESHE
HPiFe, MR, AONUABLEZT, “FADRZL, A RMETH 2
B, HA—NMEFRA—BRE BTN, B SUREE, # X ERFE 55 | 5855817
EHZREGHA L

“Man cannot behold except he be committed. He cannot find himself without
finding a center beyond himself.” (lines 3~4, para .2 ): “People cannot realize
their own potential unless they devote themselves to society. And they cannot ser-
ve for their own interests unless they serve for others intentionally.” —/~ A R4
AERXM SRR RIRT, A REARE B B89 H 2 BT IR —A A—8k
HWELHRIPO, LK EER,
commit v : to promise or give (your loyalty of money) to a particular principle,
person or plan of action.
e.g. Ithink I can come tonight but I won’t commit myself till I know for sure.
RESMBAEK, BRE TLHTH , RABER IHUL &L,
If you want to be an actor you have to really commit yourself to it (= spend
all your time trying to fulfill this aim).
or: to do (sth. illegal or considered wrong)
€.g. to commit a crime SCHEIEEE
to commit suicide B %
commitment : responsibility, task, obligation.
e.g. I1don’t want children—they’re too much of a commitment.
I couldn’t go to the meeting because I had other commitments ( = other
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11.

12,

13.

things that had to be done).

the idealism of the undergraduate experience must reflect itself in loyalties
that transcend self. (lineS, para . 2): the perfect or ideal collegiate education
should help students to think deeply and carefully about their faith to the society,
instead of concerning about themselves.

too much (line6 , para . 2): excessive, overwhelming.
e.g. I could not finish that philosophy book, it was too much for me.
Is it too much to expect that all the participants will pass the test?
much too: very, surprisingly.
eg. The lane is much too narrow for the car to pass.
X3 :too much FER =Fh k.
OFEFEER B WA AT 3817
e.g. He drank too much wine.
@ fERIAEE , Binshid.,
e.g. Don’t think too much of yourself . 5| § PAX T R,
@ fE&AKEIE,
e.g. You’ve sent them too much of grain.
Too much has been done.
much too +adj / adv, BEEHISERR LR tootad) / adv BRI, M adj B
adv R, LUIGRIES .
e.g. He is running much too fast.
It is much too big.
— R E ,much too REEMAE many B, few 2 &1, TR —47/R 451849 .
* He got much too many books. [ 2>} He has got far too many books.

... the lessons learned in a liberal education will reveal themselves in the hum-
aneness of the graduate’s relationship with others? (lines 9 ~11, para. 2) : .
will the lessons learned in a liberal education help the graduate have caring per-
sonal relationships with others?

liberal education: ( = liberal arts) college or university subjects such as history,
languages, literature, science and mathematics but not applied fields like business
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14.

15.

16.

17‘

and engineering,

go unchallenged (line 2, para. 6): be accepted without being questioned or criti-
cized.

e.g. We can’t allow her comments to go unchanged.

at stake (line3, para .6) : in a situation where sth. valuable might be lost.

e.g. They played much better in the next game because they felt that the honor
of the school was at stake.
Thousands of lives will be at stake if emergency aid does not arrive in the
flood.
We cannot simply give in to their demands; matters of principle are at stake.

tolerable adj. (line5 , para .. 6): of a quality that is acceptable, although certainly
not good.
tolerant adj: having or showing tolerance.
e.g. The food was just about tolerable, but the service was appalling.
For me it’s friendships that make this life tolerable.
A lot of . summer jobs available here are only tolerable if you’re young and
don’t mind working hard.
I think, on average, men are less tolerant of stress than women.
A less tolerant manager would have stopped our Friday afternoon parties.

... Who band together in the spirit of community to learn from one an-

other, to participate, as citizens, in the democratic process ( lines 2~3,

para.7): ... who unite with a caring and friendly feeling to learn from each other
and, as citizens, take and active part in government.

in the spirit of: with the purpose of 23§ ---- - FRIlE M1,

e. g. Itisin the spirit of safeguarding word peace and ensuring mutual develop-
ment and prosperity that we have made our current foreign policies, as well
as economic and trade policies, and wish to promote our relations with any
other countries. TERAF LY H FHTF, RiF 3L F R B 5 EEIIEH,

RNWE THTHINRBOR . B RBEE, KB5S ENRITFER,

BE:
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18.

19.

20.

The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak: someone would like to do something,
but do not have time, skills, energy etc, to do it. .LHRKRMIARE .

... if government by the people is to endure (line 9, para.8 ) : ... in order for

government by the people to continue to exist for a long time.

endure vi. : to continue to exist for a long time.

e.g. The political system established in 1400 endured until about 1650.
The policy of “One country, Two systems” has been ensured by the Consti-
tution to endure at least 50 years in China.

endure vz. : to experience and bear (something painful or unpleasant) calmly for

a long time.

e.g. The country is enduring the worst recession since the 1930s.
The little boy found it difficult to endure spending his summer holidays with
his uncle.

-..the perspective needed is not only national, but global. (lines 1~2, para.
8) : Due to fulfilling the urgent obligation, the students should be shaped to
consider problems with far-sighted view not only concerning with issues in the-
ir country but also scooping to the globe.
perspective 7. a particular way of considering something.
e.g. Her attitude lends a fresh perspective to the subjects.
During the novel, there is a shift in perspective from an adult’s view.
Due to its geographical position, Russian’s perspective on the situation in
North .
Korea is rather different from America’s.

Today’s students must be informed about people and cultures other than the-
ir own. (lines 2~3, para .9 ) : Today’s students must be told about people and cul-
tures which are different from their own.

other than: different from; only.

e.g. He did not examine it other than casually. ft 2@ ARB.LHSE T—TF.
I do not wish her other than she is. TRAZBRASH BATHEETF .

We cannot pretend to be other than who we are.
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21.

22,

23.

24.

I could not feel other than surprised. BAGEARLBIZIR,

or: except

e .g. The form cannot be signed by anyone other than yourself.
We missed the last bus so there was no choice other than to walk home.
She never discussed it with anyone ether than Derek. [ Derek 22 45b, iR
B 5 AHE XA aRE
The new arrival was none other than the president. IF{FHBIHEARREIIA
MIERSSEE A,

Dwarfing all other concerns, ... (lines 6~7, para . 1 oﬁ-ﬁ&aking all other &)‘n-
cerns less important, ....

... a disturbing lack of knowledge and even at times a\climate of indifference
about our world. (lines 1~2, para. 11): ... a lack of knowledge which is worry-
ing, and sometimes an apathetic (uncaring ) attitude about our world, which
sometimes worries us even more.

“The trouble with many colleges is that they indulge the nesting instinct by

building protected little communities inside their great walls.” (lines 2~4,

para.13): The problem with many colleges is that they allow students to form

communities inside the school which do not deal with the realities of life. %

REHE W RBRE FERPFEENAREESEN G RER, Bk

H L, MR E C/NER AR, Al R 2R SN BIE S,

indulge vr.: gratify; give way to and satisfy (desires etc.) ; overlook the faults of.

e.g. The soccer fans indulged their patriotism, waving flags and singing songs.
His mother indulged him with material possessions.

vi.: [+in] allow (yourself or someone else) to have a lot of sth. enjoyable.

e.g. This was a deliberate decision by the company to indulge in a little nostalgia.
Occasionally she indulges in a bottle of wine or a box of chocolates.

undergo . : to experience sth which is unpleasant or involves a change.
e.g. She underwent an operation on a tumor in her left lung last year.
Cinema in Britain is undergoing a reveal of popularity.
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The economy system in China has been undergoing dramatically from the
planned system to the market-oriented.

25. leaves open essential questions ( /ine 1, para. 16 ): doesn’t answer the important
questions. .
Leaves open means leaves unanswered.

26. At a time in life when values should be shaped and personal priorities shar-
ply probed..., the most haunting questions, the most creative moments ...
(lines 3~7, para. 16) : At the prime of youth that a person’s outlook and character
will be molded and his curiosity to explore the dangling problems will come to
climax.... KZHEFHE, B— P A—EPRHERSE UL RO, PARY
M NFIF RN — A BN X —BHRE, AT — s ] B R £
TR, o — 0 T e R ) B ] BT R AR , B T BT R
haunting questions (line 5, para .16): the issues which are most difficult to re-
solve and therefore never die.

27. ... the most creative moments were pushed to the fringes of our institutional
life (lines 5~6, para .16) : ... the most creative moments were not allowed to
develop (due to constraints) thereby becoming less important in our institutional
life.

28. ...indeed the very prospects for human survival... (line5 , para. 17) : They
(the nature of society, the roots of social injustice) are exactly what is needed for
the survival of human...
very adj. (used to add emphasis to a noun) exact or particular; extreme.
€.g. You're the very person we need for the job.

Although they’re sisters, they’re the very opposite of one another.

Why not take garlic to stop you getting colds—it’s the very thing (=it is ex-
actly what is needed).

We were at the very end of the queue and so didn’t manage to get any tickets.

29. ... with which the undergraduate college is least equipped to deal (lines 6~7,



Unit One From Competence to Commitment 11

30.

31.

para. 17): ... with which (= the most vital issues of life ) undergraduate educa-
tion is least prepared to address.

much less(line 3 , para . 20) :still less; certainly not (to) ; let alone to.

e.g. Atthe age of fourteen I had never even been on a train, much less an aircraft.
They did not intend to even tell the authorities about the experiments, much
less seek their approval. : »

This imperative does not replace ... the search for purposeful life objecﬂves;
(para. 22) The emphasis that college students should be prior to form the_ir noble
moral and ethic does not mean to be the excuse for students slacking oﬁ' in their
major study, and surely their concentration on the major study should never be as
the excuse to hinder their process of polishing the whole man for p.urposeﬁllnlife
objectives. X —3F IR 3 H HIES IR B AE S L2 T AN %7,
(BRI — K2 AR REZR MG RITESEE ER AL ) 1 SO HE
&Kﬁiﬁﬁﬁ#ﬁiﬁﬁi*)\%&ﬁB@l%ﬁé&%z‘i—:‘iﬂﬂgﬂEh 4

Directions: Translate the following into Chinese. ‘

Of Studies ‘

Francis Bacon

Inh'dducﬁon and notes

Of Bacon’s 58 essays, Of Studies is one of the shortest, but also one of the better

known and the more widely read. In the essay Bacon attempts to discuss rather analy-
tically the use and abuse of studies, the proper and improper ways to pursue one’s stu-
dies, and also the effect of the different kinds of studies upon human character. Though
the essay was wﬁtten more than three centuries ago and parts of it are therefore outd-
ated and of little interest to us, a number of the remarks in it were based on the author’s



