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Unit One

1. Learning a Foreign Language

Introduction

Unknown

Learning a foreign language has been a challenging!, yet invaluable ex-

perience for me. Read the whole story about my foreign language expe-

rience, and you’ll know why I have such a feeling.

Text

Learning Spanish” was one of the most challenging yet most
rewarding experiences in my life. Although at times learning
this language was very frustrating, it was well worth the effort.
Now that I can speak Spanish, I can appreciate another culture,
and best of all, I can communicate with many wonderful people
I would never have known had I not leamed their language.

My first experience with Spanish was in junior high school,
when I took my first class in the seventh grade. 1 was very ex-
cited to leam a new language, and I had a wonderful, patient,
and kind teacher who gave plenty of praise to all the students.
Because of this positive® environment, I eagerly answered all the
questions I could, never worrying much about making mistakes.
1 was at the top of my class for two years.

When [ went to high school, I was naturally eager to con-
tinue studying Spanish; however, my experience studying Span-
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ish in high school was very different from that of junior high
school. While my former teacher had shown patience to all the
students, my new teacher was quick to punish students who
gave incorrect answers. Whenever we answered questions incor-
rectly, she took a long pointed stick, and while pointing it at us
and shaking it up and down, would shout, “No! No! No!”
Well, with this new fear, it didn’t take me long to lose my ea-
gemess to answer questions. Not only did I lose my excitement
for answering questions, I totally lost my desire to say anything
at all in Spanish. Because I didn’t participate much in class, I
lost most of the Spanish I had learned in junior high school. In
fact, I just about decided I would never again take a foreign
language, least of all* Spanish.

However, that decision didn’t last long. When I went to
college, I learned that in order to fulfill some general education
requirements, all students were required to take a certain num-
ber of courses in either mathematics or foreign languages. Be-
cause I was an even worse math student than a foreign language
student, I decided to try again with Spanish. I enrolled in’ a
couple of Spanish classes and, to my delight, had wonderful
teachers. Unlike my high school teacher, they were patient and
kind, and none of them carried sticks! However, the situation
was far from ideal®. As our classes were very large, I was only
able to answer a couple of questions in each class period. Also,
after a few weeks of classes, I noticed that there were many stu-
dents who had lived in Spanish-speaking countries. Because of
this, they were able to speak much better than I was. I began to
feel intimidated. So, once again, although for different rea-
sons, I was afraid to speak. It seemed my Spanish was just go-
ing to stay at the same level forever.

That was the case until a couple of years later, when I was
offered an opportunity to study in a Spanish-speaking country in
South America. Here was one last chance, I thought! If I
couldn’t learn Spanish after this experience, I would just have
to give up forever. So 1 decided to take the opportunity. 1 went
into an intensive’ Spanish program, where I “relearned” a lot of

what 1 had been trying to leam, off and on®, in previous’ years.
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