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QUOTATIONS FROM

CHAIRMAN MAO TSETUNG

For the purpose of attaining freedom in the
world of nature, man must use natural science to
understand, conquer and change nature and thus

attain freedom from nature.

China ought to make a greater contribution

to humanity.
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FOREWORD

The sandy deserts (including the sandy lands in the steppe zone) and the
gobi (gravel deserts) cover an area of about 1,090,000 sq km in China, occu-
pying 11.49, of China’s total land area. Before liberation in 1949, the Chi-
nese people of various nationalities living in the desert areas led a very
wretched life. They were oppressed and exploited by imperialism, feudalism
and bureaucrat-capitalism, and the area’s natural resources were wantonly
wasted and ruthlessly plundered. They were forced to retreat before the
advancing wind-driven sands. Since the founding of the People’s Republie of
China, they have, however, under the leadership of the Chinese Communist
Party and Chairman Mao and guided by Chairman Mao’s revolutionary line,
taken the socialist road and launched the mass movement of In agriculture,
learn from Tachai. Based on the policy of self-reliance and arduous
struggle, they have worked out the principle of handling the menacing desert
sands 1n the light of specific local conditions. This is guided by an overall
plan entailing comprehensive measures in which scientific and technical
personnel work together with the broad masses. Some preliminary results
have been gained, some bases for combating with the moving sands have been
set up and agrieultural and pastoral production have been boosted. This
provides a good start for the taming of the deserts on a larger scale.

The album China Tames Her Deserts i1s a brief true record of the
efforts by the people of various nationalities in China’s desert areas to
harness, transform and utilize the deserts.

These achievements eloquently bear out the great truth expounded by our
great leader and teacher Chairman Mao that “Socialism has freed not only
the labouring people and the means of production from the old society, but
also the vast realm of nature which could not be made use of in the old
society” and “The people, and the people alone, are the motive force in the
making of world history”. At present, under the leadership of the Party
Central Committee headed by our wise leader Chairman Hua, the people of
various nationalities in the desert areas, while holding high the great banner
of Chairman Mao and adhering closely to Chairman Mao’s proletarian re-
volutionary line, are engaged in a great campaign against the deserts and
strive to make a greater contribution towards socialist revolution and socialist
construetion.

The Editor
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1. Sand control in the farmlands and pastures
(A) In Desert Zone
(1) Planting sand control forests and protecting natural vegetation on the periphery
of oases.
(2) Shelterbelt nets plented inside oases to protect farmlands ond to fix scattered
sand dunes.
(B) In Desert Steppe and Steppe Zones
(1) Stabilization of active sand dunes.

(2) Construction of “kulum” (enclosed fodder bases)

2. Sand control along communication lines

V Creating New QOases in the Deserts
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I. Physical Features of Deserts in China

Deserts in China are mainly distributed in the northwest
and north China, a few are found in the northeast. In the
desert zone there are predominantly active dunes; in the desert
steppe and steppe zone, semi-fixed and fixed dunes.
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Active dunes
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Semi-fixed dunes.
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View of the depositional gravel desert (gobi) on

the southern foot slope of the Tienshan.
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Wind-eroded
landform in the
desert 1s the result
of deflation. Inter-

woven of wind-
eroded depressions
and wind-eroded
hills are the most
common geomor-
phic features.
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The citadel-like land-
form is the result of
water erosion followed by
wind deflation.
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wind-eroded

Pitted,

termed

are aptly
honeycombs”

rocks
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Another example of a
rock mushroom.
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Wind-eroded pillar.




