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Preface

Li Xiaoqgi

This handbook has been written for the learners whose native languages
are not Chinese or the nonnative speakers of Chinese with medium level of
Chinese.

Chinese language, which lacks strict morpheme transformation rules, is
different from others. Function words, an important character of Chinese
language , is then used as a main means to express grammatical functions. It
is also a difficult part for nonnative speakers when they leam Chinese, be-
cause they have to transfer their mother tongue into another language type.
Those who teach Chinese as a second language have found that most of the
grammatical mistakes are caused by the misuse of function words. The non-
native speakers who are above medium level in Chinese language, even
those who have got their master or doctoral degrees in China, often make
mistakes when they use some basic function words, and their articles are
still unnatural. A concise and applied function words handbogk will effec-
tively help them to grasp the meaning and usage of function words. This
dictionary is going to serve this purpose.

Of 536 function words based on the Glossary Grade Synopsis of HSK,
328 are adverbs, 106 are conjunctions, 56 are prepositions, 26 are auxiliary
words and 20 are exclamations. Necessary complement and reduction are
made according to the-Synopsis and the grade that the function word belongs
to in the Synopsis is indicated so that it will be convenient for the learners.

Listed below are the characters of this handbook. First, the features of
this handbook, the definitions and the sample sentences are designed for the
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need of nonnative speakers. Secondly, the definitions stress on the usage of
function words and technical terminology has been kept to a minimum. For
example, the adverb “H.#¢”is explained as “used to indicate certain de-
gree”, then it points out that the word can be used before an adjective or a
verb. Under the item “used before a verb” , it indicates that the word can be
a. used before verbs indicating state of mentality; b. used before other
verbs. Thirdly, the handbook supplies many useful and standard sample
sentences that are often used in everyday life. In other word, this handbook
can be used as a collection of Chinese everyday sentences. Fourthly, NOTE
and COMPARE are used in the definitions. NOTE is used to indicate mis-
takes that users often make and COMPARE is used to indicate the differ-
ences between two similar function words. Fifthly, the definitions, the ex-
planations of usage, the NOTE and the COMPARE are all translated into
English. Finally, there are many indexes in the handbook, convenient for
users to use.

The handbook is translated by Han Xi.

Because of our limited knowledge, this handbook is surely to have
some deficiencies. We heartily hope to hear any comments on it so that we
can make it perfect in the future.

2003.1
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A Guide to Using the Handbook

About the entries

1.

The entries are classified into Adverbs, Conjunctions, Prepositions,
Auxiliary Words and Exclamations.

. The entries under each class are arranged in phonetic order. A list of

words and a brief explanation about the word class is put at the
beginning of each part.

- A character with different pronunciation and meaning is arranged in dif-

ferent part. For example, “I” is explained separately as “d.d.d.a"

. A character representing different word class is listed in different class.

For example, “3£”is explained separately in Adverbs, Conjunctions
and Prepositions.

. Two indexes, one is that of phonetic order and the other is that of

strokes of the first character, will be convenient for the users.

Definitions and Sample Sentences

1. The word class and the grade showed in the Synopsis are clearly indi-

cated. For example, “JE%” is an adverb, it is a first grade character
in the Synopsis, then it is represented as [ &% 4% Jin this hand-
book. Some complemented words are just marked part of speech. For
example, “#11." is marked as[ &}id] ],

. The definition of each entry is simple and easy to understand. A word

with more than one meaning is marked as “— . = = ---... ", under
e (T T "is marked as “1.2.3---+-- ", then it is marked as “a.

. Many sample sentences and phrases are supplied in this handbook,
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which show the usage of the words from different aspects.

4. The entry appeared in a sample sentence is represented as “ ~ ", and
“/”is used to separate two sample sentences. Only question mark and
exclamation point are used after the sample sentences.

5. NOTE is used to draw attention to the common mistakes and X is used
before a wrong sentence.

6. COMPARE is used to make a comparison with some similar words,
such as “X” and “F&”, “FEAR”“HEN7“HEA” and “AH7. It ap-
pears only after one entry, and (J.“----- "%k )is marked after the other
entries.

7. The definitions, explanations of usage, NOTE and COMPARE are all
translated into English except the sample sentences.
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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO ADVERBS

The most important character of an adverb is that it can be used to quali-
fy a verb or an adjective. It is used to show time, scope, degnee modal man-
ner, mood, frequency or negative. For example:

ﬁaéxfﬁﬁﬁfﬂT (“B£”is used before a verb to show time)

k%%ﬁﬂ#ﬁ#ﬁﬁo (“#K”is used before a verb to show scope)

ﬂﬁﬁgﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁﬁ'ﬂo (“JE# " is used before an adjective to indicate
degree) o

RAHWRAT o (“Hidi”is used before an adjective to show man-
ner) o

DWE R ERE M —FE . (“fATH”"is used before a verb to indicate
mood) o

TREASGREIT . (“Xis used before a verb to indicate frequency)

%tfnﬁﬁf“ EIRETE. (“ZR7is used before a verb to indicate negative)

80me an adverb is used before a quantifier or another adverb.
For example :

BAEA\5Bho (“Ais used before a quantifier to show time)

REAEREESRT o (“B”is used before another adverb to indi-
cate degr.ee)

Users should pay special attention to two kinds of adverbs. One is the
adverbs indicating degree, such as“fR.JE# . B8 . R4, Because these
adverbs are used to show the degree some characters can reach, they are often
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followed by adjectives or verbs indicating the state of mentality, such as“E-
LR JEE A", Some adverbs(“H B R ) are often used in
comparative sentences. For example: “fifi L3R4 53055 — 5 JL”. But adverbs
such as “fR AEH Jx T K . 143K "can not be used in comparative sen-
tences. For example, you cannot say “fth IR,

The other kind of adverbs is the ones used to indicate mood. They are
used to show or strengthen various mood and to express the feelings of the
speakers, such as “fif \SE4F FU3E FEAR MEE” . They are often put at
the beginning of sentences, and can not be used in questions.

Users should also pay attention to the differences between some syn-
onyms. For example,“ X "and“F "are both used to indicate the repetition
of an action, but “X”is used when the situation has already happened,
while “F&"is used to show that the situation has not happened. Another
example is “E£"and“ % 4" . Both are used to show something happened
in the past, but “& %" can be used together with “i3”and cannot be fol-
lowed by “T”, while “E.£:"can be followed by both.

The points mentioned above have been discussed in the handbook.
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