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Preface

pening the album, beautiful pictures appear in vibrant colors:
the happiness on the face of a bride, a woman worker's
concentrated eyes, a woman judge's solemn look and the infrepidness of
a woman journalist covering the US-led war in Iraq
Opening the album, magnificent images spring to life: women's
colorful lives, friends from all over the world and Chinese women bearing
the highest honored duties and pursuing limitless careers
The album records the uncommon course Chinese women have
traversed. It displays their glamour and kindness, diligence and
intelligence and forbearance and toughness. In the photos are women
from various nationalities, either specialists or ordinary working people,
either the young in their prime or the elderly with their stories, either
working in cities or in rural areas. Working hand in hand with men, they
have made achievements in social progress and created miracles one

after another for the rapid development of the Chinese nation.

Chinese Women 8tridag

into the NCW CCHUJf}’

| am proud to be a Chinese woman myself. Having fought for almost
half a century with my Chinese sisters | understand clearly the success and
achievements as well as the tears and hardships they have experienced
in their march forward. | understand that like their sisters wor!dwide, they
are keen on equal development. As a vice premier of the People's
Republic of China (PRC), | feel a heavy burden on my shoulder. Perhaps,
it will take the efforts of several generations or even more to realize
equality between men and women. However, | believe that so long as we
make efforts and push it forward continuously, it will be realized one day.

Through the tests of time, Chinese women bearing a civilization of
5,000 years have become more and more unyielding and mature, They
have entered the new century, chins up and with a new look, and are

creating a happy and better life.

Wu Yi
Vice-Premier of the State Council of the PRC
August, 2003
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Peng Peiyun

Gu Xiulian Zhao Qizheng

Huang Qingyit Li Bing

Shen Shuji  Hua Fuzhou Mo Wenxiu Li Qiufang

Zhao Shaohua Guo Changjian

Zhang Jing Yun Pengju Zou Xiaogiao Long Jiangwen

Long Jiangwen Zhang Jianmin Jing Xiaomin

Zhu Hong Feng Kewei
Cheng Jingjing

Liu Zhonglu

Wang Guanmin

Su Xiaohuan Zhang Jianmin Zhu Hong

Jenny Leal
Zhao Hu Zhang Fengru
Zhang Fengru A Rong

Li Jiangshu Zhang Ping Wang Lili Zhu Li

Zhang Jianhua
Yan Zhijie

Yan Zhijie Liu Na

Zhao Shaohua

L1 Xiaoke

Feng Keweti
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Our Careers, Our Achievements
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Basking in the first rays of morning sunlight in the 21 century,
we turn a new page. Former days, like precious pictures, are
hidden deeply in our hearts: The weather-beaten doors of the
old house, the mother's sewing machine, the coupons once

used to buy rationed daily necessities...

While we remember the past, we begin a new life. We are
moving into new houses, using computers, sending
information by cell phones and using digital video recorders to
capture life's images. We try new and exciting sports and savor

the elegant and passionate life surrounding us.

Gazing from our windows, we can see the air, the traffic, the
trees and the flowers. When looking afar, we think of the
mothers in Chind's vast western regions, children who have
dropped out of school and laid-off women. These are all things

we are concerned with.

This is life, as lived daily by the women of the 56 ethnic groups

residing in this 9.6-million-square-kilometer country.,
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A new beginning
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A groom steals a kiss from his bride
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Newlyweds set off on their new life
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Beautiful youth, dazzling smiles
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A carefree moment
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Yearning for knowledge—Lifelong learning has become the choice of more and more Chinese women
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Water villages in South China are a
popular theme for painters  (right)
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