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Preface (%)

Over the last 36 years, I have learned several foreign lan-
guages successfully and recently begun studying Chinese and Jap-
anese. For the past 27 years, I have also been a teacher of lan-
guages and a trainer of language teachers. It has been my experi-
ence that one of the most effective and efficient ways of learning
the spoken variety of languages is to study increasingly complex
conversations. Words and sentences in isolation are easily forgot-
ten, but conversations usually have a beginning, a develop-
ment, and an end, and are much more memorable than odd
snippets of languages.

Mr. Li Guishan has visited Canada many times in the past
20 years and has the honor of making the acquaintance of Cana-
dian people in all walks of life. Mr. Li’s conversations in this
book are all derived from dialogues that he overheard or partici-
pated in while he was in Canada. He has edited them somewhat ,
to concentrate on the many idioms that fill spoken English, but
they are still quite reflective of modern, conversational and infor-
mal English. This book does contain good witty idiomatic expres-

sions that are frequently used in everyday life.




I am sure that intermediate and advanced level Chinese
learners of English will find this book of dialogues to be a useful
way of increasing their knowledge of idioms. It should prove to

be a bestseller.

Palmer Acheson, Ph. D.

Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics
Director, Undergraduate Programs

Center for Teaching English as a Second Language
Concordia University

Montreal, Quebec, Canada
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