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Unit One

Dialogue 1 THAT ENGLISH LANGUAGE
I R ES

A: My advisor always finds. fault with my term papers. And this
time he asked me to do it over.

B; What’s the problem?

A Just small mistakes,you see. Look at my paper.

B: Aha} These spelling mistakes do stand out. No wonder you.
advisor asked you to do it again.

A: I'm not to blame. It’s that language! In my language ,every-
th'mg is simple and there are no spelling problems at all.
B:OK,but English has some rules. You'll be better off if you get

down to learn them.
A: Yes,you’re right. But after I"ve learnt all the rules,there are
«le



still so many exceptions that I will make mistakes! I can nev-

er follow them.

Notes

1. find fault with; find something wrong;criticize $k5 ;3 5; #it,
iE

2. stand out: be noticeable;striking ;prominent B ;58 ;

3. be to blame: be responsible for doing something wrong &
FiE R s

4. be better off: more comfortable;to be 1n g better condition or
situation FEEFIE ; 550 F 4T

5. get down to:gét started ;begin to give serious attention to  FF

SHINE X

Exercise 1
Fill in the blanks with the idioms you’ve just learned.
1. When I looked through the telescope, a very bright star
. from the others. ‘
- 2. After a long time of job-hunting, Tom now ___as he has
- got a full-time job.
3. You’ll never finish that job unless you forget ‘everything else
v and it _ RIS
4.1 don’t like the director of our program; he always
"everything I do. o e
5. These boys _for the accident. They broke the glass
windows when they played the football' game.
« 2



6. The road sign is easy to read;the words well.

7. Janice is always the way I'do my hair.
8. You'd be with a bicycle rather than that old car.

9. My mother tried to find out who in the fight.

Exercise 2
Complete the conversation with some of-the following words.

> T >

> W w

get up get outt leave for
mean meant - lucky luck
really  all'right  homework ' :

When do you gét up? , 'v»"‘:';'

: Talways (1) ona busvt’o4 glvemy s’e:a{'to old people.

: I don’t mean that. T ask you when you leave your bed.

: How do I know which get up is the get up you (200 ?71'm
- often confused with these two-word verbs.

: Now,at what time do you get up?

: About 10 ¢ 00,

: (3) 7 When’s your first class?

: In the afternoon.1I  (4)  .school after lunch.

: You're (5) . I have to get up early. My first class is at

8 : 00.

: T don’t like early classes. I like to do _ (6) in the morning.




Dialogue 2 - GOING TO MRS.
GREEN’S DINNER PARTY

B A

A Are you ready 7Mrs. Green expects us for dinner at 6 : 30. We
had better leave right away or we’ll be late. '

B: Why are you in such a hurry? People are always late for din-
ner. :

A: That’s in your ¢ountry. But here we need to be on time. If
dinner is for 6 : 30,we should be there at 6 : 30.

B: Who told you that? I’ve never heard of that.

A: Quite a few Americans say so. They talked it over with me
and told me not to be late. A

B: Okay, but first I have to polish my shoes and then iron my
slacks.

A: My goodness! When we get there,we’ll be just in time for
dessert.

o4 .




Notes

1. had better . should ;ought to & iF; Wi

2.on time; at the right time;exactly at a fixed time 3&HF; ¥ERT

3.hear of: know about;hear mention of BF}j

4.quite a few: a large number;many K ;£

5. talk (something) over : discuss; speak about;consider (some-
thing)thoroughly 1€ ;iR A& &

6.in time. with sufficient time;early enough to do something

K Bt

Exercise 1 ,

Fill in the blanks with the idioms you’ve just learned.

1. We did not expect many to attend,but people came
to the meeting. -

2. You clean the floor,it is dirty. )

3. What’s your plan for the spring break? Did you it .

with your classmates? .

4. The airplane was supposed to leave at 5:00.p. m. ,but it didn"’t

take off because of the storm.

‘Are we - to catch the long-distance bus to the beach?

I’ve never that person. Who is he?

It was snowing hard,but students went to school.

® N oo o

I’ll be quite honest with you ,Richard. And I'm pleased you‘ve
the problem with me. '

9. We must hurry if we wish to arrive at the concert




10. We got to the school to talk to our teacher before

the class.

11. Have you ever the English writer Charles Dickens?

Exercise 2

Complete the conversation with some of the following words.
what do you do ‘how do you do
carry call bring hold  invited

all right you’re welcome inviting

A: Guess what! I just got _ (1)  to my advisor’s house for
dinner| ‘ '
B: Oh,that’s nice.
: Yeah,but (2) when you’re invited to someone’s home
here? ‘

>

: Oh,I usually bring a small gift.

: Really? Like what?

: Well,some flowers or a bottle of wine. .

bK Andis it _(3) to bring a friend along?

: Well,if you want to (4) someone,you should (5)
first ask if it"s OK. '

T P> w e w
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Dialogue 3 TALKING ABOUT DIETING

WRETE

A

>

I’ll have to cut out eating afternoon snacks.-I’m getting too

heavy.

: You don’t look heavy.
: I’ll turn sideways and let you know the truth.
: Well, so you’ve gained 4 or 5 pounds. Maybe you éould do

with more exercise.

: Exercise makes me hungry. Besides, I never feel up to exer-

Tt

cising.

: Or you could cut down on your weight by eating fish. Fish

t

isn’t fattening,

: Oh,no.1 don’t like fish. ~
: Don’t you watch TV? You need fiber, like in lettuce and fresh

vegetables.

: 1 always have my hamburgers with lettuce and pickles. '

.7;




B: But that’s not enough. Now how about a nice salad?
A : OK. But only with sweet salad dressing.
'B: No,too much sugar isn’t good for you.

A - Oh,the only way for me to lose weight is to stop eéting.

Notes

1. cut out: stop doing something;quit & (LI E ;4 1k

2. do with: make use of;;find useful or helpful FIf; EE

3. feei up to: feel able to;feel capable of PLREMRETE ; LIh&
HET |

4. cut down: lessen;reduce;limit 3R/ ;% . R

5. how abbut: how would you like something;introduce a new
subject HREXKMU2)E? FERMNFEL ;FIA—A

- FiEE '

Exercise 1 . .
Fill.in the blanks with the idioms you’ve just learned.
1. The reception will begin soon,so let’s the talking.

2. Paul thought that he _ doing anything,even run in a
marathon. ‘

3. After a hard day’s work,you can a bath and a good,
hot meal.

solar energy? Is that an altgrnative?
5. The doctor told Mr. Black to on smoking and
drinking. : ‘
6. Jim kept bothering his sister and finally she told him to
8




