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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Alexandre Dumas, a French novelist and dramatist, was
born at Villers-Cotterets in 1802, He received a basic edu-
cation from a priest and entered the office of a local
solicitor.

After he met General Foy he became a derk in the
service of the Duke of Orleans. At that time he began
to collaborate with Leuven in the production of vaudevilles
and melodramas.

In 1844 he produced, with the help of Auguste Maquet,
his new collaborator, a famous *‘cloak and dagger” ro-
mance, The Three Musketeers.

Much has been written about Dumas’ share in the
novels which bear his name. The Dumas-Maquet series
is undoubtedly the best. But the manuscripts of novels
still exist in Dumas’ handwriting and attest to his skill
as a narrator.
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The Three Musketeers

In France in 1627, fighting was very popular. Rich families fought
each other, the King fought the cardinal and other leaders of the
church. Everyone knew that the King and Queen no longer loved
each other and did not agree on anything. So the cardinal plotted
against the Queen. For ?ﬁe smallest reason, the King's guards called
the musketeers, fought the cardinal’s guards. Both these groups of
soldiers were famous for their ability to use the sword.
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Into this disagreement, one day in April, rode M. d’Artagnan, a very
young gentleman whose greatest wish was to become one of the King’s
musketeers. He brought a letter from his father to M. de Treville, an
old friend who was now Captain of the musketeers.




POCKET CLASSICS

When he got to M. de Trevilfe’s house in Paris, the courtyard was filled

with musketeers who paid no attention to him.

~ n )

A servant took him to de Treville's

office.

Greetings

Athos! Porthos!
Aramis! _




The Three Musketeers

were fighting in
the street and
were arrested

by the cardinal’s!
guards!

But, sir, we |
were arrested There were more
unfairly! of them, but we

did not give up.

We were
dra?ged away
by force--but

we escaped!
1~
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H'm. . the |
cardinal did
not tell me

De Treville told the three men
to go, then turned to d’Artagnan.

I 1iked your
father very much.,
Now what can |
do for his son?

4

... will not
allow you to

risk your lives
for no reason.

| The King needs/<2

all of his brave
musketeers! :

What | wish That is not
rnost in the impossible!
world is to However, . . .
become a

musketeer,




The Three Musketeers

.. .no one becomes a
musketeer without
serving two years in a
lesser regiment, except
by performing some
great deed!

De Treville
gave musketeer.

I will do
this for
you. . ..

Slicping, he fell against a

| will get you into
the Royal Military
Academy. You will
learn much there.
And see me from
time to time, to telt [&
me how you are 7
doing!

d’Artagnan

a letter to the
Director of
the Royal
Academy.
Happy,
d’Artagnan
left, leaping
down the
stairs four at
a time.

"Excuse
Excuse me,"" is
me, lam  not enough!
in ahurry. T
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Young man, It is not you ) , Good! |
you are who can give e will duel with will be
me a lesson in therel

good manners!

At the gate, d"Artagnan saw As he passed, the wind suddenly
Porthos talking to the guard. blew out Porthos” c' .ak and. . . .
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The Three Musketeers

Excusg me,
I was ina
hurry. . ..

By

Now, on the
street,
d’Artagnan
saw Aramis
talking with
friends.
Havin
alre.
two of the
three
musketeers
angry he had
seen in

de Treville’s
office, he

decided to be

very polite
and pleasant
to the third
one!

y made

Clumsy fool! Very well,
You meet me at one

at one o'clock o'clock!
behind the 7 -
Luxembourg. //_

We will duel
with swords!

He approached Aramis with a deep bow and a smile. Then
he saw that Aramis stood with one foot upon a fine,
initialed handkerchief.

.
N ]

Sir. . .excuse

me. . .your

handkerchief!
Ay

It is not
mine!

(o
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; Aramis’s friends left, laughing. He
But it was turned on d"Artagnan.

foot! Ah, he! Do you still
say you are not fond
of the lovely lady

who gave you this?

If you are not a fool, | am bagging
your pardon,
sir. Isn’t

that enough?

Since it was near noon d’Artagnan
took the road that would le.
him to his first duel.

RWRC,

'Sir, it is not
enough. . .a
lady's name is
at stake. | will
meet you at
two o clock at
M. de Treville's
house to arrange
a duel.

Three duels!

| cannot back
out; but at
least, if 1 am -
killed, I'll be
killed by a ",
musketeer! ./




He found Athos waiting at the
meeting place.

The Three Musketeers

And |, at
two o'clock.

But | am 10
fight this

: I_-?_m here, sir!
' | have asked

seconds. Here
they come now.

But Athos has
)the right 10

two friends to be

gentleman. . .
at one o’'clock.
—=_

But the two men had just crossed
swords when Aramis cr out.
[The cardinal’s

guards! Gen-

tlemen, put

away your

What, musketeers

fi?hting? And what
of the laws against
duelling? You are
under arrest!
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Shall we

It is five
fight? against
three.
r

Gentlemen, you
gizu:r: :ﬁe miscount. There
spot than
to face
de Treville

as beaten

&

Drawing their swords, d"Artagnan and the three musketeers charged
the swordsmen of the cardinal’s guards.

in this fight
d"Artagnan proved
himself skill ful with
his sword. Soon all
the guards were dead,
wounded, or
overpowered, the
musketeers took the
road back to

de Treville's.

16

They walked arm in arm. DArtagnan’s heart
swelled with happiness.

T YT
Bt j:.h %
>4

> "

'y

1f 1 am not yet a g
musketeer, at SRErY 0
least | have begun -+ -
my training! - ’
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