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PREFACE

International Human Rights Law is a course that students around the world
are now studying. Traditionally, international human rights standards were
taught as a part of public international law courses. Increasingly, however, pub-
lic international law courses are no longer adequate to give students a competent
understanding of the dynamic system of international obligations being developed
by international human rights law. The two main human rights covenants ad-
dressing civil, cultural, economic, social, and political rights are more than a
generation old. Additional international treaties have elaborated certain cate-
gories of human rights protection. Regional human rights systems have developed
as well. Thus the substance and importance of law in this field have grown
rapidly. In an era of globalization, and persistent international conflict, it is
critically important that international agreements on how to protect the dignity of
individuals are understood and applied. These goals rest at the heart of any study
of international human rights law.

This textbook is designed to give its readers a comprehensive understanding
of the fundamentals of international human rights standards and their develop-
ment. It i1s unusual in two ways. Firstly it 1s the product of an international

cooperation ; secondly it introduces a system of active learning .

The International Editorial Group

Our ” 3 — institutions, 5 — countries’ project began with a co — operation
agreement in 1998 among:

+ China University of Political Science and the Law

+ Foreign Affairs College, Beijing
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+ University of Oslo, Norwegian Institute of Human Rights

The Editorial Group has included experts from China, Norway, Sweden,
Denmark and Finland. All members of the Editorial Group are listed at the title
Page.

The International Editorial Group Process

The Editorial Group established an elaborate working procedure to ensure
that this book would be the product of honest and open discussion among Chinese
and Scandinavian scholars.

These are the steps the editors took in deciding on the textbook contents:

+ For each chapter, Working Groups in China and Norway looked at avail-
able literature. They each identified readings that they thought were useful for
students. Each Working Group then drafted a teaching outline for the chapter.

« Before each editorial meeting the two Working Groups read each other’ s
suggestions and considered how the best combination could be made.

- After these preparations, Editorial Group meetings were held. Altogether
the Editorial Group met twice in Norway and three times in China. Each time
the group of 10 — 12 scholars worked out a consensus choice on the articles to in-
clude in the selected readings and how to write the teaching outlines. These
meetings produced vigorous discussions, exciting exchanges, and new ideas.
Sometimes the drafting sessions went on late into the night. We drank many cups
of coffee and tea together as we debated both substance and form.

- When a draft manuscript of the book was finished, the Editorial Group
used it to teach a pilot course in surmmer 2000 with students from the two Chi-
nese partner universities and faculty from the two Working Groups. The editors
are grateful to these hardworking students for their comments and opinions about
how to strengthen the book. We hope we have incorporated their suggestions ad-
equately.
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* In August 2001 the Editorial Group also solicited comments on the
manuscript from Chinese scholars who attended the first Sino/Nordic workshop
on international human rights law for law teachers, held at Jilin University.

* During the translation process it was discovered that some terms in inter-
national human rights law do not vet have a single agreed upon Chinese transla-
tion. The Editorial Group and assisting translators have worked hard to be con-
sistent in the translations. In this task they have held many discussions among
themselves and consulted with other experts.

This editorial process led to the discovery of wide common ground and some
differences among Editorial Group members. Sometimes differences could be
traced to cultural background. Sometimes they stemmed from differe}lt analytic
traditions. Twice we discovered that the official Chinese and English translations
of a Convention article gave rise to different potential interpretations of the law.
Very often we agreed. Always we found pleasure in exploring the common her-
itage that intemational law is building for us all. We were also regularly invigo-

rated by the rich opportunity that international co — operation offers.

Active Learning — Structure of the Two — Volume Texthook

The form of this textbook may be new to readers. Traditional Chinese text-
books give one author’s analysis of an area of law. This textbook follows a pattern
that is quite common in other countries. It is a two — volume set. It is designed
to encourage active learning so that students must think and analyze for them-
selves. Each chapter of Volume 1 is divided into 4 sections:

+ Selected readings

+ Suggested further readings

+ Teaching outline

+ Suggested teaching activities

The selected readings section includes selections from articles by important
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authors in the field, documents, and case materials. Students can therefore read
different opinions in each chapter and discover where the experts agree and dis-
agree. Readers can also get practice in analyzing different kinds of materials and
how they contribute to law — making and legal interpretation in this field. Inter-
nationa) human rights law is a relatively new area of law. It is also developing
rapidly. It is therefore especially important that readers consider for themselves
the path of reasoning that should apply to intermnational human rights law in the
future. This is possible only by analyzing existing opinions and documents care-
fully.

The suggested further readings section in Volume 1 lists citations for addi-
tional materials to which students may wish to refer.

The teaching outlines section presents an outline for each chapter. This is
a reading tool 1o guide students through the selected readings and to provide
some structure for discussions between teachers and students. . The outlines indi-
cate what the editors of the book feel are the most important points in each chap-
ter. They are also a helpful reference for review.

The suggested teaching activities section is designed to make learning more
active. We hope teachers, or students themselves, will take the initiative to use
these suggestions as classroom exercises or as homework. They provide practice
in how to think like a human rights lawyer. They also help bring an abstract le-
gal system to life. The editors believe that the best method to learn and develop
analytic skills is through discussion and problem — solving.

The textbook also includes some useful appendices. These include clarifi-
cations of the abbreviations used in the book, explanations of Latin terms used in
the selected readings, and useful Web — site references for further research.

The Editorial Group has also compile a Volume 2. Since there was not
space for all the essential documents to be included in Volume 1, Volume 2 con-

tains the major Conventions and other official documents that must be closely
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read in order to understand the elements of international human rights law. All
the United Nations documents that are included appear in their official Chinese
translation. Volume 2 is compiles relevant documents for easy access and refer-
ence. For many readers, some of the documents in Volume 2 may also be avail-
able in libraries and on the internet. Others, such as the European Convention
for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms as Amended by
Protocol 11, are not easily found elsewhere in Chinese translation. The publish-
ers of this 2 — volume Textbook have worked closely with the Editorial Group to

produce this set at a reasonable cost.

Relevance of Studying International Human Rights Law

The Editorial Group hopes that this new kind of textbook will be an exciting
way for Chinese students to approach the study of intemational human rights
law. Human Rights Conventions are not just dry text. They are the building
blocks for an emerging legal system. Increasingly, knowledge of this system is
an important component in many careers. Implementation of international obliga-
tions mean that judges, prosecutors, lawyers, and govermnment agency officials
must be informed about the obligations placed on states by human rights law. In-
ternational organizations also need informed personnel. Even multinational cor-
porations have increasingly found that it is important to hire persons with compe-
tence in this field. We hope this textbook launches some readers into employ-
ment through which they can contribute to the implementation and elaboration of
international human rights law. Those who undertake such work contribute to the
improvement of life for all humanity.

On behalf of the Nordic Working Group:  On behalf of the Chinese

Working Group:
Lisa Stearns Shu Guoying
Otto Malmgren Yang Qinhuo
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