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Preface

It is always a pleasure to open this book! This is the first collection of speeches out of
Boao Forum for Asia, which shows to us the most essential part of its first annual confer-
ence. The 2002 Annual Conference of Boao Forum for Asia has the attendance of numerous
dignitaries and honored guests, leaders from various circles. Those statements and presenta-
tions given by over a hundred statesmen, business leaders and scholars are full of sparkles of
wisdom. Reading through the lines, one will find out the vision and insight in these articles,
which is the result of the speakers’ hard work and an expression of their care and support of
this annual conference of Boao Forum for Asia.

New idea, accurate analysis and careful deduction makes a good thesis. But these ele-
ments are only basic requirement for the speeches in 2002 Annual Conference of Boao Forum
for Asia. For all those speakers to this Conference, they are well — equipped with not only
sound theoretical knowledge, but also rich field experience. Many of them are elite in the
field of economic management from Asia and across the world, some of them are key eco-
nomic decision — makers or responsible for the implementation of main economic policies,
some carry important influence on the economic development of Asia and the whole world.
They keep the pulse of economic development, renew and develop their own theory through
daily managerial work. Through the fieldwork, their theories are of greater relevance and
reference. The presentations therefore are featured by both theory and feasibility, which
makes this book unique.

“New Century, New Challenge and New Asia — Asian Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment” is the theme of the 2002 Annual Conference of the Boao Forum for Asia. During
the Conference, 16 seminars were held in various farms of Plenary Sessions, Thematic Lun-
cheons and Panel Discussions, on which the speeches and dialogues presented by political
leaders, entrepreneurs, experts and scholars touched a wide array of topics, realizing the in
— depth review and exchange on Asian economic cooperation and exchange from different

perspectives and areas. Political leaders of Asian countries and regions, such as H. E.
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Thaksin Shinawatra, Prime Minister of Thailand, H. E. Junichiro Koizumi, Prime Minister
of Japan, H. E. Lee Han — Dong, Prime Minister of Republic of Korea and H. E. Zhu
Rongji, Prime Minister of P. R. China, addressed pressing issues like strengthening of eco-
nomic cooperation and promotion of economic development of each country in their speech-
es. Various dialogues on the Annual Conference have covered hot issues like the impact of
global economic trend upon Asia’ s economy, Asia’ s economic recovery and cooperation,
China’s accession into WTO and Asia’ s economic development, all of which are issues of
common interest of Asian countries and regions. The speakers of this conference don’1 lose
sight of some major global issues, such as environment and sustainable development, future
global trend of energy, globalization and industrialization of media. Interactive and free dis-
cussion was conducted on these topics and all participants are inspired by such a "brainstorm-
ing” .

Boao Forum for Asia, as the apex dialogue platform of the people of Asia, has enjoyed
valued support from a number of people with far — sightedness. It is like a sapling in need of
tender and care and we are here to see its growth into a flourishing and deep — rooted giant
tree. The secretariat of the Forum, with its commitment and diligence, will offer more op-
portunities for potential speakers to demonstrate their valuable ideas and thoughts and pro-
vide those from various trades that were not able 1o attend the Annual Conference with more
speeches of even better quality.

CHEN Jinhua
Vice Chairman of Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference

Chief Representative of China to Boao Forum for Asia
Beijing, May 2002
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