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American ldiom Drills & Sentence Patterns will prove to
be very useful to the student of English as a second
language. It presents up-to-date idiomatic expressions
which are concisely defined and it also includes a series
of substitution drills for each entry. Written in a bi-

linguai format, this text will be an indispensable learning
aid to beginning and advanced students as well.
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American Idiom Drills & Sentence Patterns is one of a
kind with its clear and unique style. It is a perfect blend

of American idioms that will serve to increase not only a

students’ comprehension, but also his speaking ability.
This collection will prove valuable to thosc truly in-

terested in learning American English.
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American Idiom Drills and Sentence Patterns captures
the natural flow of current spoken American English in
the United States by making use of many of our idioms
and phrasings. As such, it teaches on a level beyond
communicating basic meaning that of spontaneously

expressing feelings and impressions as we do.
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American Idiom Drills & Sentence Patterns is especially
well-qualified for Chinese students of beginning to
advanced English. The English used in this book is
standard, modern American English. The Pattern taught

are common ones that acquaint the student both with
common idioms and with the proper usage of preposi-
tions, relative clauses, conjunctions, and other gram-
matical patterns that are difficult for Chinese speaking

students to master.
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Dialogue ® K&
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Hey, s/owpoke, you're finally back. What took you?
R RFEMEY > REREIRT o (HEEMERE ?

: 1 was getting mugged, that's what.

BERERY

: Mugged! Oh Richie, are you all right ? Tell me about

it
#Rm % B BT SHREEDS |

: Well, 1 was hoofing it back from the bank when all

of a sudden this punk with a knife stops me and de-

mands my wal let.
BRBTEBIRSE » BRR—BHEKEE -BTINEH > W RICH
BAEHK -

: And then?

R&IE?

: I was handing my wallet over when this other caf wit

with a gun appears out of nowhere and shouts, “Pglice!
Drop  everything and raise your hands!”
EBRCAREIAMRF » TAORBEM S T HF S —HERK » Xl
"ER I REARER L BFREXR]

: You mean the guy with the gun was a cop?

~ 1]~



FRER  EHRNERKEEER?

: Looking at him you’d never guess — long hair and
beard,

EMAETHRERTE —REEANRENR -

: He’s probablyone of those undercover cops. Anyway, what
happened then ?

RA MR BEXREE | TEH > KEE?

: Well, then as the guy with the gun was reaching down
to pick up my wallet, the other guy turns and runs for
his escape, and thisother guy runs after him. And then,
I ran the rest of the way home. That’s the story.
HEROHMTEERNKEL » 5 — B RKNS XIS - M th B
TR BE B BEER T - AR EKE -

: You were lucky. How much were you carrying in your
wallet, anyway ?

rREEE - REREASDR? |
: I don't know exactly. Here, let me check my wallet -
Oh, no!

BAME s WKEBE = N7 !

. What?

X 7

: That was no cop] He pocketed my wallet. I wasn’t
almost mugged, | was mugged twice |
BREKBATERE  HERNACEET » R BNEN
HRERT K- h



[ Definitionse # |
1 Mg to assault or to rob and assault someone, ( an
w4 urban crime phenomenon , a weapon is almost
always used)
KBRIBARA ( HHTWLFERSE > FEBEARE)
My grandmother, who lives in New York ci'ty, has been
mugged several times.
HASEEROT > FHEBTHEX -
2 Hoof it to travel on foot ; to walk
W EPRE; EH
Let’s hoaf it downtown. It's not very far.

B = BRI A LR -

3 Punk a young hoodlum, an inexperienced youth
BEfE ;. TRMOUERE . HKEBRNEEA
&

Smith’s store was vandalized by a local gang of punks.

S Wi E R -- B RER BT -

4  Slowpoke a person who mloves or acts slowly
WEFHA  BEESHA ‘
Hurry up, slowpoke and get dressed or you're going to
be late. .
R—ﬁf » MFWEm - RPIFRR » TRIFEES -

5 Cat a man, a fellow, a guy
K —@A - &~ KK

Hey, that cat can really play the guitar.
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& Cop a policeman
BT E
Ben's party quieted down after 'the neighbor had threat-

ened to call the cops.
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Sentence Patterns fi)) o
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What took you so long?

What took you ?

Hey, slowpoke you're | Where did you go?
finally back ! Why did it take so long ?

How could it have taken you so
long?

Why are you always so slow?
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In a big city
In New York

In a big city

Especially in

In cities throughout the world,

In this area of the city,

city, .
muggings are as co-

mmon as traffic

like Bangkok,
jams.

the ghetto,
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2 & AE Ry KB
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» 30BN 5 P 2 B R TR -

Let’s hoof it

downtown,

back home,

to the football game,
It’s not far.
to the party.
to school,

over to the park,
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Smith’s store

The mission

The church had been vandalized by a
Archie’s new car gang of local punks.
The school .
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Mrs. Tuttle’s flower garden
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That cat standing over

there can really

play guitar.

play the piano.

run rast,

speak English well.

be obnoxious sometimes.

drink a lot of beer.

R fh
BREFAET
a1 MR
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Some policemen

HEERE M
g B4 AFR
R O T

would take offense at

would definitely take offense at
don’t like

always lose their temper after
might laugh at

would not react at all after

being
called

a " cop”,
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Vocabulary ¥ &
bank (baenk) ®|1T
knife (naif) ¥
demand (d1'meend) e
wallet ('walit ) ' N Eo]
raise (rez) =
beard {bird) 2%
undercover (anda'kave ) BEN
reach (ritf) fi ik I
pocket {’pakit ) 5

twice (twais) -
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Dialogue W K&

A

Hi Carol] How’s my favorite lady friend today?
W FM | RETENHERRS KAF?

: Oh, It's you. Hi Eddie. How are you?

o REAREE | A R T

: Well, frankly speaking, I’ve been down on my luck re-

cently. 1 was hoping you could help me out. I mean,
since we're such gnod pals. You can loan me a few
bucks can’t you, Carol ?

EXR  BOERIEN AR > FLZHENRMIC - RER > KER
MRIFMAER » fREMER R 2

: I wasn’t aware - that we were so palsy-walsy , pal,

Besides I’'m short on cash right now myself, Sorry,

pal.
KA R IEH BEE > B B4 RERBCURD TK -

K, B

: Yeah, but 1'm flat broke, destitute! I mean, not ¢

penny to my name !

HRER R HEN R RER —EALUN !

: All right, 1 hate to see a grown man cry. How much

do vou need ¢
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Definition’® #%
L Down on one’s luck unlucky ; a period of misfor-
BE tune, bad luck

AEW ; RER » HEVRERK -
First he had that bad accident and then he went bankrupt.
He has certainly been down om his luck lately.
HEMRL BREHEM | BRRZ2UE ; WTKUBHEE
T o
Pal a friend or close companion
B HWEIREWREG
Sally, I' want you to meet my old pal, Rich Stevens.
Rich, this is Sally Best.
B> RERMWESHE BS - WK ; EF - ERIF - RN

4 .
Buck a dollar, $1.00
EJr -%¥7, $1.00

Cheryl, here’s the buck 1 borrowed from you

yesterday .
HEAM  CERBIEX P RHEH—HA -

Pﬁ@‘:ﬂls}’ ' acting as a pal or pals; friendly,
TREREN intimate
XK fIRMERRR R KW » RED

Verna, have you noticed how pulsy-walsythe boss and that
new secretary are with each other ? It’s really dis-
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