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1. TV and 1

The socialist reconstruction with Chinese characteristics has greatly promoted, among other things.
the development of our country’s TV programs over the past 19 vears. TV, no longer a luxury in house-
holds. is plaving an increasingly important role in people’s daily life and study as well. The same is true to
me. of course. Through TV. I an well informed of world affairs; through TV. 1 get acquainted with the
latest trends in science and technology; and still through TV. T relax myself after five hours of research.

Of all programs that 1 have ever managed to take time off to watch. the entertainment has the
strongest attraction. 1 just find it too hard to resist being exposed to those comic talks. beautiful songs.
elegant dances and amusing games.

On the eve of the Chinese New Year- 1997. T spent nearly six hours in front of TV. with the rest of

my extended family . enjoving CCTV’ s New Year Eve Show. One minute we laughed to tears from the hu-
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mor of such comic masters as Ma Ji and Jiang Kun. Another minute we were deeply moved by Zhao
Zhongxiang. a famous TV host, as he read along the heartfelt greetings form those homesick scholars
working and studying on the other side of the Pacific. This show happily concluded the fruitful past year

and merrily greeted a promising new year, adding much to the warmth of my family reunion.

2. Bicycles and Motorcycles: Means of Urban Transportation in China

Riding bicycles is undoubtedly helpful to people’s health. It involves movement of almost all the parts
of the body. the lower limbs in particular, and leaves the heart with enough chance of exercise. Besides, a
bicycle is convenient enough for a teenager or a §5-year-old man to handle with ease. Tt requires little ener-
gy to move a bicycle upstairs or downstairs. into or out of a parking shelter. Of course a bicycle is not
without limitations. It is more than physical exercise to ride ten kilometers a day between your house and
work, especially under extreme climactic conditions. What is more. in the cities of our country, which is
known for the huge number of bicycles, no rider is free from the possibility of a road accident.

As far as motoreycles are concerned. air pollution may be among the worst effects. Although motor-
cycles can boast a faster speed and hence possibly higher efficiency than bicycles, it must be remembered
that loss will be heavier. too. in case of some misfortune.

Based on the above reasoning. my choice falls on the bicycle. since it does more good than harm.
There is one more point to justify my choice: the costs. Within my means are its price, maintenance and
tax (4 mere four yuan per year). Why not choose this safer. more convenient, more healthful and more

economical form of transportation?

3. Relationship between the Individual and the Society

Since the society is made up of individual persons. its progress largely depends on what an individual ,
as the basic component, can do. In other words. individual efforts contribute to the development of the so-
ciety. A person. whatever his social status and whatever his work. shoulders his share of responsibility to
the community. which in turn makes an accurate evaluation of his performance.

What determines the value of an individual in the society is not his job. status and savings in the
bank. but his sense of responsibility and his enthusiasm to carry out this responsibility in the best interests
of the people. At the core of this matter lies the promise to serve the people heart and soul.

Recently I read of a person who falls well into the category of high value to the society. Xu Hu. an or-
dinary plumber in Shanghai. spent thousands of leisure hours helping residents with their daily problems
without charging even a penny. Admittedly. what he has done is by no means magnificent. Every plumber
is able to replace a broken faucet and fix a blocked pipe if he’d like to. The perseverance that Xu Hu
shows in helping others. however. tells the difference. His readiness to serve the people magnificently

highlights his individual value and is worthy of social appreciation.

4. Supermarkets and Qur Daily Life
As the pace of living quickens. supermarkets cater to our requirement to pick up as many items on the
shopping list as possible under one roof. So much do supermarkets facilitate our life that we are finally
freed of the trouble of staggering home from downtown shopping loaded with a week’s supplies.
Supermarkets have a much wider variety of goods than specialized shops and department stores. Ina
supermarket. one can pick up a pocket sewing kit and a copy of "The English-Chinese Dictionary™. a pair
of gloves and a dress for the evening party. a drinking glass and a reading lamp. to name only a few. Be-

_6_._



sides, supermarket goods are usually sold at a lower price.
There is a supermarket in my neighborhood. Last Sunday I went there. On my shopping list, T had a
packet of hiscuits. a bar of chocolate. a tin of tomato soup, five exercise books. an umbrella, an English-

French dictionary. an electric rice cooker and a photo frame. Needless to say. an hour later, I was sitting

by the window. gazing at the newly framed picture of my lovely son.
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1. (A) The mecthod is cruel but effective.
(B) The method is cruel and incffective.
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(C) The method is certainly perfect.

(D) The method is certainly defective.
2. (A) They turn out to be a couple.

(B) They are married now.

(C) They are the last to marry.

(D) They seem like a couple.

(&%)

(A) She's never talked about the problem before.

(B) She’s never mentioned the problem ever since.

(C) YP've heard about her problem only once.

(D) 1 am the first person to know about her problem.

4. (A) He didn’t write in his native language.

(B) He didn’t write any creative books.
(C) He wasn’t a writer {rom the beginning.
(D) Hec wasn’t a writer in the least. -
5. (A) Air travel is too expensive for me.
(B) Air travel is too dangerous for me.
(C) 1didn’t {ly because it was too costly.
(D) 1didn’t go because of the expense involved.

6. (A) The drug only has desirable side-effects.
(B) The drug produces a lot of side-cffects.
(C) Tt is dangerous to believe the claim.

(D) It is safe to take the drug.

7. (A) Your question is too difficult to answer.

(B) Your question is not within my field.
(C) 1 can’t possibly satisfy your need.
(D) 1 can’t possibly understand your question.

8. (A) Remote villages doﬁ’t have bus serviee any more.
(B) Remote villages don’t need a regular bus service.
(C) Bus service isn’t regularly available for villagers.
(D) Bus service isn’t long enough for villagers.

9. (A) 1 won’t be of any help even if you trust me.

(B) 1 will use your advice if you are sure of yourself.
(C) My advice will be right only aflter 1 know your secret.
(D) My advice won’t be helpful if I don’t quite trust you.
10. (A) You should tell where your money has gone.
(B) You should tell how much you have spent.
(C) It is bad of you to have spent so much money.
(D) Tt is careless of you to have lost so much money.
11. (A) They were allowed three hours for the search.

_11._



