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Arthur takes the sword out of the stone
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Queen Annoure shows King Arthur her castle and gardens
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Merlin goes into the cave with

Vivien
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Tristram shows Isolt how to play the harp
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The knights of the Round Table see the Grail
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Sir Bedivere sees an armi in the water catch the sword
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Chapter 1
Arthur and Merlin

Once there was a king in Britain called King
Uther. He was a great and good king. He loved
the beautiful Princess Igraine, and he wanted to
marry her, but she did not love him. He was very
sad, and everyone thought that he would die.

There was a magician named Merlin. He
could change himself into any animal or bird; he
could change so that no one could see him. He
could go from place to place by magic. One day
Merlin came to King Uther. He said, “King
Uther, I will help you. You shall marry Princess
Igraine, and she will have a son. [ will help you if
you will give that son to me.”

“I will give him to you,” said the king.

So King Uther married Igraine, and they had a
son. They named the son, Arthur. When Arthur
was three days old, a very old man was seen at
the door of the king’s house. It was Merlin. Then
King Uther took the child in his arms and went
out and gave him to Merlin.

Soon after that, King Uther became very ill.
He knew that he was going to die. Then Merlin
said, “Call all your knights and great men and teil
them, ‘My son, Arthur, will be king after me!” ”

King Uther did that before he died. But all the
knights and great men began to fight: each
wanted to make himself king. Merlin took Arthur
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Arthur and Merlin

away. He gave the child to a good knight named
Sir Ector. Arthur grew up with Sir Ector’s son,
Kay, and became a man.

When Arthur was a man, Merlin went to the
archbishop (the head of the Church) and said,
“Call all the great men of Britain to London.
Then they shall see the man who will be their
king.”

All the great men came to London. They went
into the church, and the archbishop spoke to
them. When they came out of the church they
saw in front of the church door a great stone.
There was a sword in the stone, and there was
writing on the stone:

THE MAN WHO CAN TAKE THIS SWORD OUT OF

THE STONE IS THE KING OF BRITAIN
All the knights tried, one after another, to take
the sword out of the stone, but none of them
could do it. The sword would not come out.

At the same time there was a great joust in
London. All the great knights jousted in it. They
began on their horses with spears. They rode
quickly, and met — crasH! Some knights fell off
their horses, and then they fought on foot with
swords. '

Sir Ector went to the joust with Sir Kay and
Arthur. The two young men wanted to joust, but
Sir Kay had no sword. Arthur said, “There is a
sword in a stone outside a church. [ saw it on
the way here. I'll get it and fight with it, and you
can have my sword, Sir Kay.”
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