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Opening Ceremony Address

Honorable Guests,
Stanislaus Lokuang
At the opening of this Congress of ours, I.should like to heartilly
welcome you, one and all, personnally, aé well as on behalf of Fu Jen
University. Moreover, I wish to thank you for accepting our invitation,
leaving aside your own work and taking the time and effort to prepare

for it.

As you are well aware, the occasion for convening this Congress is
to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the founding of Fu Jen Catholic
University. At the same time, one of our aims is to promote the study of
philosophy among cur youth who, in the midst of the present techical
development, growing social awareness and nothing less than infatuation for
the natural sciences are losing sight of the guiding principles in their

own lives.
WE shall try to eluciate how human life is guided by ideas and how
philosophy, being the science of ideas, is the fundamental knowledge of

man.

The central idea of this Congress is Contemporary Philosophy and

Religion.aAn undercurrent of contemporary philosophy has been tc disregard
religion and isolate it from realm of philoscphy and hés thus created a
multiplicity of systems divorced from human life and science. Need I
stress that we, as members of a Catholic University, are deeply convinced
that religion is and should remain an intergral part of the realm of

philosophy.

Concerning the relationship between Chinese philosophy and religion,
I shall present to you in writing a brief study of the subject. May I
mention herse only the specific characteristics of Chinese philosophy.
First of all, its aim is not to elaborate a system of abstract specul-
ation, bvrt to deduce principles vo guide concrete human life. Since it

investigates problems through reasoning, religion does not enter as a part




of philosophy as it does in Western philosophy, for exampale in theodicy.
But the presupposed faith underlying Chinese philosophy accepts the
existence of a Supreme Being as the Regulator of human lives, and as source

and giver of natural talents and gifts.

In contemporary Chinese philosophy the tendency has been to follow more
alung the lines of Western philosophy and to reproduce some of the aspects;
of Western philosophy. However, there are a few who more truly represent
the traditional currents of Chinese philosophy, for instance Fang Tung-
mei ( z‘i% } and the late Tang Chun-yin ( }éﬁﬁ } who have rethought
Chinese philosophy in the light of Western thoughts. Both of these, though
themselves non-believers, recognize the value of Religion for perfecting
the spiritual life. We think that this value is the most sorely needed

element in our Contempurary Chinese philosophy.

Again I would like to extend to all my hest wishes for the success of
this Congress; and for those who have come from abroad, we hope you will

thoroughly enjoy your stay among us.

Thank you.

Fu Jen Catholic University




Opening Ceremony Address

Thomas De Koninc
Your Exellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, o i ninck

I am sure I speak for everyone of your guests in saying that we are
most honoured to take part in this great event and that we are already

won over by your hospitality and kindness of heart.

By inviting philosophers from all corners of the globe in order to
mark this 50th anniversary of the foundation of your University, you are
setting an example and paying tribute to some of the most noble and
fundamental human values. But you are at the same time revealing a most

admirable ideal.

Man wants and needs to be free in his search for meaning, for answers
to the most vital issues that govern his life. He must be free in order to
be able to discover the truth for himself, and must on the other hand reach
the truth in order really to exercise his freedom. Truth and freedom are
mutually dependent. That is at the heart of the numan condition and is

proof of man's dignity.

We are scholars from very different traditions and nations. we will be
disagreeing about the things that matter most, such as truth itself, the
nature of man, of religion, of freedom, of God. But while doing so we
will be proving te you that, like all men at heart, we set the greatest
store on those values; and the very fact that we engage in this exercise

shows the importance we attach to the need to arrive at the truth freely.

How best to insure the value of the inquiries that define and are
the foundations of a University such as yours, a civilization such as yours,
than to allow, encourage as you are doing, men of the most diverse contingent
backgrounds to pool their wisdom! What has united mankind over two milleniums,
and what cements this unity today through and beyond so many borders must be

of the greatest value, and indeed has every chance of being true.

The very fact that we have all accepted your invitation and are here,

is the best indication that we all agree, at least in fact - some may not




in principle, philosophers are like that - with you on all this.

So let me repeat how deeply grateful we are for the great hospitality
you are showing us, thanking you again for the honour you do us, which falls

back on you.

Laval University
canada




Eastern Religions and German Christianity

Summary
Peter Antes

The first part of the lecture shows the impact of secularization. Three
main steps are emphasized: the French Revolution, Feuerbach / Marx and Freud.
All three left traditional Christian thought behind them, but they were able
to make man happy. Thus, modern man is more Huna and more getting stressed
and frustrated and he is, therefore, starting a new search for religious
experience,

Christianity did not seem to offer the right answer here. So, many people
turned East. They considered western knowledge as being senseless and were
looking instead for Eastern wisdom. True and untrue (i.e. westernized) Fastern
Religions consequently are getting importance in Germany actually. Students
and other young people feel particularly attracted.

The great importance that personal experience gets in these movements,
has led to a new interest in mystics, even of Christian tradition. Different
kinds of meditation, for instance, are practised and Christian monasteries
offer non Christian meditation courses. In search for a new spirituality

German christianity has changed in recent year.




