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Bird’s-eye view of Nanjing
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BRIEF HISTORY OF NANJING

Nanjing, a famous ancient
cultural city, began to take shape
more than 2,400 years ago. From
the third century on, it was served
as the capital of ten different
dynasties. The repeated replace-
ment of one dynasty by another,
like a series of historical pictures,
displayed before it the successes
and failures of imperial rulers and
left behind a legacy of brilliant
national culture. Today, Nanjing is
one of China’s six largest ancient
capitals, the others being Beijing,

Xian, Luoyang, Kaifen and

Hangzhou.

“Yue Castle” Built in Fifth
Century B.C.

As far back as 5,000 or 6,000
years ago, dozens of primitive
hamlets scattered on the banks of
several rivers. These rivers are
known today as the Yangtze River
and the Qinhuai and Jinchuan in
the south and north of Nanjing
respectively. The best known ruins
of these hamlets are those of the
North Yin Yan Barracks to the
northwest of Drum Tower.

The site of the North Yin Yang
Barracks, covering an area of
about 10 thousand square meters,
was divided into two parts. The
castern part was a residential
section and the western part, a
public burial place. The primitive
men’s houses had clay walls and
thatched roofs. The big houses
covered a floor space of a few
dozen square meters, while the
small ones, less than 10 square
meters. Primitive men lived mainly
by gathering fruits, going fishing
and hunting. At the same time they
went in for paddy planting and
livestock raising. The utensils they
used were mainly made of stone,
bone, wood and earth, and jade

ornaments also appeared then.
According to graphical analysis of
the unearthed artifacts, primitive
men could already weave coarse
cloth from wild piant fibres, such
as wild hemp and cane. Tt was a
custom of theirs to bury the dead
together with a set of burial articles
for each. What is more surprising is
that pieces of rainy-flower agate
were found in the mouths or by the
side of the dead. This shows that in
ancient times the people of Nanjing
were already fond of rainy-flower
stones.

The primitive hamlets of Nanj-
ing and their labour productivity
developed considerably 3,000 or
4,000 years ago. Their inhabitants
already knew the technique of
smelting and could make small
bronze swords, axes and arrow-
heads as well as containers. In
addition to material production,
they were also engaged in religious
and superstitious activities and
gave music performances.

During the period of Spring and
Autumn and Warring States (770-
256 B.C.), the Nanjing area became
the domain of three principalities
known as Wu, Yue and Chu. After
destroying Wu in 472 B.C,
Principality Yue built the “Yue
Castle” with a circumference of
more than 1,000 meters on the
highland - southwest of today’s
Changgan Bridge. The castle, said
to have been built by Fanli, a
minister of King Goujian of Yue,
was also called “Fangli Castle”. It
is the oldest of its kind known to
Nanjing by now, but its ruins can
no longer be found.

Later, Yue was wiped out by
Principality Chu. In 333 B.C. King
Wei of Chu built “Jinling City™ on

-the Qingliang Hill west of today’s

Nanjing as one of its important

Ling Cheng

military strongholds on the lower
reaches of the Yangtze. “Jinling”
thus became the earliest name of
Nanjing. After unifying China, Qin
Shi Huang, the First Emperor of
the Qin Dynasty (246-210 B.C.),
changed the name of Jinling City to
Moling County. In the Han
Dynasty (206 B.C. - 220 A.D.),
there were four counties in the area
of Nanjing - Moling, Danyang,
Jiancheng and Hushu.

Eastern Wu Moving its Capital to
Stone City

After the collapse of the Han
Dynasty, unified China was
divided into three kingdoms - Wei,
Shu and Wu. In 195, Sun Ce, head
of an armed separatist bloc
operating along the middle and
lower reaches of the Yangtze
River, led his army to occupy
Moling and established a military
base in Jiangdong (an area east of
the Yangtze River).

It was said that on the eve of the
Battle of Chibi (208 A.D.), Zhuge
Liang, the great statesman and
strategist of the time, arrived in
Nanjing as he was sent by Liu Pei
to Jiangdong on a diplomatic
mission. After viewing the topo-
graphical features of mountains
and rivers in the area, Zhuge Liang
made the famous comment; “With
the Zhong Shan Mountains coiling
like a dragon and the Stone Hiil
(known as the Qingliang Hill
today) crouching like a tiger, this is
truly a residential quarter for
emperors.” After succeeding his
older brother Sun Ce as the ruler of
Jiangdong, Sun Quan moved his
ruling centre from Jingkou
(today’s Zhenjiang city) to Moling
in 211. The following year, he
changed the name of Moling to
“Jianye™, indicating that he would
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“perform his great undertaking as
an emperor’ here. In the same
year, he built a “Stone City” at the
old site of Chu’s Jinling City as the
base for his fleet. Today, the cliff
used as the foundation for the
western part of the city is still
visible. At one point big stones in
grotesque shapes jut out, looking
like masks of the ghosts and
monsters in legends. This is why
the Stone City is also known as
“Ghost’s Face City”.

In 229, Sun Quan made himself
emperor at Wu Chang (today’s E
Chen City of Hubei Province) and
named his kingdom Wu State. In
the autumn of that year, he moved
his capital back to Jianye to meet
the strong demand of influential
familiesin Jiangdong. Thus, for the
first time Nanjing became a state
capital

Wang and Ma Sharing Rulership
in Eastern Jin

Unification was then the main
trend of historical development.
After the collapse of Eastern Wu in
280, Western Jin (256-317), unified
China. during this period, there
were five counties, Jianye, Moling,
Hushu, Jiangning and Jiangchen in
the Nanjing area. The former
capital of Eastern Wu came under
the jurisdiction of Jianye county.
In 313, Jianye was renamed
Jiankang and not long after that,
the Western Jin Dynasty met its
doom. Prince Sima Rui of Langya,
who stationed at Jiankang then,
soon made this area the centre of
his activities and founded the
Eastern Jin Dynasty (317-420). As
this dynasty was founded mainly
with the support of the prestigious
Wang Family in Langya Prefecture
in Shandong, its real power was in
the hands of Prime Minister Wang
Dao and Senior General Wang
Dun. Hence this popular passage:
“Wang and Ma (Sima) sharing
rulership”.

During the last years of Wester
Jin, more than one million people
of the Han nationality went
southwards across the Yangtze
River because of the chaos caused
by the war in the North.To resettle
these people, the Eastern Jin state
power set up a system under which
some provinces, prefectures and
counties would receive people from
the north. According to records,
about 10 such prefectures and
counties were set up in the capital.
There were more people from the
north than the natives in these
places. Since then, Jiankang lost
the style and features peculiar to
cities on the lower reaches of the
Yangtze River and became a large
national city with a style formed
gradually by bringing into har-
mony the characteristics of the
north and the south.

A large scale uprising known as
Sun En and Lu Xun Uprising
broke out in 399 as a result of the
ruthless oppression and exploit-
ation of the working people by the
rulers of Eastern Jin. This uprising
thoroughly shook the rule of the
Eastern Jin Dynasty which was
replaced in 420 by the Song
dynasty founded by Senior Gen-
eral Liu Yu.

Ups and Downs of the Capital of
Southern Dynasties

After Eastern Jin, the four
dynasties of Song, Qi, Liang and
Chen all made Jiankang their
capital. this period was known as
the Southern Dynasties (420-589)
in history. During the period,
Jiankang made remarkable pro-
gress. Its city proper was expanded
to cover an area of 400 square
kilometers and its population
exceeded one million. It was the
largest city in China then.

Trade in Jiankang was brisk.
There were more than 100 fairs
inside and outside the city and
some goods even had their own

oriented markets. Royal families,
influential families and monas-
teries also engaged in trade and
practised usury to seek exorbitant
profits.

Handicraft in Jiankang was also
prospering. Among the special
local products were brocade, silk
and silk fabric with various
patterns. Some smelting work-
shops could already make tem-
pered steel of good quality. The
city had close economic and
cultural contacts with foreign
countries. It was often visited by
envoys from the countries along
the South China Sea, from
Kokureo and Bekze on the Korean
Peninsula, and from Japan and
Persta (now Iran). Trade ex-
changes with these countries were
frequent. .

Economic prosperity brought
about a great development in
science and culture. Many notables
in history once lived in the city.
They included scientist Zu
Chongzhi, chemist and medical
scientist Tao Jinghong, writers Xie
Lingyun, Xie Tiao and Shen Yue,
historians Fan Yan, Pei Songzhi
and Xiao Zixian, artists Gu Kaizhi,
Zhang Kuei, Dai Sengyou and Dai
Yong and thinker Fan Zhen. All of
them left behind a large number of
immortal works.

The rulers of Southern Dy-
nasties had high esteem for
Buddhism and built numerous
temples inside and outside the city.
The flourishing of Buddhism at
that time was vividly reflected in
the following verse:

Southern Dy-
nasties boasted
Four hundred and
eighty temples,
Amidst misty rain

were
Many  balconies
and towers.

The Thousand Buddhas Rock,
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situated on the Quxia Hill in the
northeast of today’s Nanjing, is
one of the grotto temples of the
Southern Dynasties.

While the economy and culture
of the Southern Dynasties were at
the peak of their development, the
exploitation and oppression of the
people by the royal families,
influential families, bureaucrats,
monks and priests also reached the
climax. The people in Jiankang
revolted many times while the
contradictions within the ruling
classes were getting sharper and
sharper. In the latter years of
Emperor Wu of the Liang Dynasty
(502-547) the “Armed Rebellion of
Hou and Jing” broke out. the
rebellion lasted for three years and
Jiankang was seriously damaged.
In 589, the Chen dynasty, the last
of the Southern Dynasties, was
destroyed by the first Sui emperor.
This ended the split of China, a
split lasting for more than 270
years since the Eastern Jin
Dynasty, and the country was
unified again.

Southern Tang Retaining Partial
Sovereignty

Over “Jiangning Prefecture’

After his troops occupied
Jiankang, the first Sui emperor
(581-604) immediately ordered
that all palaces and castles in the
city except the Stone City be
levelled to the ground, and their
sites be turned into cultivated
lands. He renamed the city
Jiangzhou. In the Tang Dynasty
(618-907), Nanjing changed its
names very freguently. For in-
stance, it was called Jiangzhou at
one time and Shengzhou at
another. As for its counties, they
were Danyan, Guihua, Jinling,
Baixia, Jiangning and Shangyuan.

Nanjing regained its vigour
during the “Five Dynasties and
Ten Kingdoms” in the 10th
century. It was a place of strategic

importance for the Kingdom of
Yang Wu (908-937) and later,
became the capital of Southern
Tang. Yang Wu made Guangling
(now known as Yangzhou) its
capital and set up the Shengzhou
General governer Office at Jinling
which was renamed Jinling Prefec-
ture later. After the founding of
Southern Tang (937-975), Jinling
became the capital and was
renamed Jiangning Prefecture.

Southern Tang was a small state
on the south bank of the Yangtze
River but it achieved quite a
success in economic and cultural
development. Li Jing, the second
emperor, and Li Yu, the last
emperor, were both famous poets.
Many talented painters of the
Jinling Imperial Art Academy at
that time created numerous works
with high historical and artistic
value. These paintings recorded the
beautiful landscapes in regions
south of the lower reaches of the
Yangtze River and portrayed
historical figures of Southern
Tang.

“Two Tombs of Southern
Tang” at the Zhutang Hill in the
southern suburb of Nanjing are
those of the first emperor Li Bian
and the second emperor Li Jing.
The larger one is Li bian’s. It is 21
meters long, 10 meters wide and
over five meters high. The tomb
has 13 chambers arranged in three
rows - front, middle and rear. The
two tombs are the largest
underground palaces found so far
on the south bank of the Yangtze’s
lower reaches. They provide
precious objects for the study of
ancient architecture, paintings,
sculptures and mausoleums of
kings and emperors.

Ming City, the Most Majestic on
the Earth

In the Song and Yuan Dynasties

(975-1368), Jinling City did not

change much. It remained the same

as it was in Southern Tang. In
1356, Zhu Yuanzhang led his
troops to occupy Jiging City
(Nanjing was called Jiging District
in the Yuan Dynasty) and made
himself Duke of Wu State. He
renamed Jiging as Yingtian
Prefecture and made it a base for
the unification of the whole
country. In 1368, Zhu Yuanzhang
wiped out the Yuan Dynasty and
ascended the throne at Yingtian
Prefecture. He named his dynasty
Ming (brightness) and the title of
his reign Hong Wu. He also
changed the name of Yingtian
Prefecture to Jingshi (capital) or
Nanjing. This was the first time
when Nanjing became known by
its present name.

Zhu Yuanzhang intended to
make the Ming dynasty eternal, so
he built the Nanjing city wall on a
grand scale. The wall, with a
circumference of more than 33
kilometers, was 14 to 21 meters
high, about 14 meters wide on the
base and 4 to 9 meters wide on the
top. Nanjing was one of the largest
cities in the world then. This Ming
city had 13 pgates, the most
impressive of which was Jubao
Gate, now known as Zhonghua-
men. It was 128 meters long from
north to south, and 118 meters
wide from east to west with an area
of 15,000 square meters. It had
three protective enclosures known
as “trapped cities” and four arched
doors. It also had 27 “Rooms for
Soldiers”. The large ones could
hold some 1,000 guards and the
small ones a few hundred. Because
of its location and structure, the
Gate was good for defending the
city and repulsing the enemy’s
offensives. Its construction was a
feat in the history of city-gate
building.

Nanjing served as the imperial
capital for 53 years. In 1421, the
third Ming emperor, Zhu Di,
moved his capital to Beijing but left
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