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Chapter 1
A Change of Heart

y name is Jean Valjean, and I am dying, [ am

writing this for my lovely daughter, Cosette. I
want her to know the truth about her father. Hope-
fully, she will understand why I have kept so much
from her. Hopefully, she can forgive me.

I am an old man now. But years ago, when I was
young, [ was sent to jail. And thus, my story be-

gins,

I was twenty-five years old at the time. I was
living with my sister. Her husband had died, leaving
her alone with seven hungry children. It had been a
long, hard winter. And it was hard to find a job. I
could not stand to see my sister’s children so cold

and hungry all the time.
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One day, I’d had enough of watching my sister’s

children starve. | sneaked out into the cold night and
walked to the baker’s shop. When I broke the baker’s
window, I did not care who saw me. I was determined
to get food for the children any way I could. I stole a
loaf of bread, but [ never got to take it home to

them. I was captured and sent immediately to jail.

For nineteen years, no one spoke my name. I was
known as 24601 because that was my prison number.
Prison was a cold and lonely place. I spent my time

there working hard, for I was sentenced to do so.
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Finally, in October of 1815, I was once again a
free man. 1 was given my yellow identity papers.
These yellow papers meant that [ had once served
time as a convict. But I did not think about this very

much at all. 1 was simply glad to be free.

I spent my entire first day of freedom walking. By
the end of the day I was ready for a hot meal and
some sleep. 1 had a few francs saved up while I was

in prison.

“This should be more than enough, "I thought to
myself.

I decided to spend my first night of freedom at the
best inn in Digne. As I entered the inn, the
innkeeper met me at the door.
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“I’d like to have some supper and a room for the
night,” 1 said. “I have plenty of money, and I will

Y

pay in advance.’

“Fine, fine, sir, “said the innkeeper. “be seated,

and 1 will have your dinner prepared. ”

I sat down at a table to wait for my supper. It
seemed like a long time had passed, and I had not yet
been served.

I noticed that the innkeeper was watching me.

“Is there a problem?"I asked, and he did not rep-
ly.




BA LA Vo AV v ]

“RERECUBRA, BE-NFRIE,” Riko
“RHRBHER, REAMIKE . T

LWL AL, ERE A (EE, KRR
LR 325

REAE-—RREFELARNREMUILTH
K —Bata, AR EHARBER,

REREEREATRER

“HAT 4 R R R AR

in advance A % gerve oo | €3



