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Preface

The third edition of Effective Reading in a Changing World has undergone consider-
able changes to strengthen and improve its content. Incisive suggestions of instruc-
tors and reviewers as well as the helpful comments of the many students who have
used this text have guided us in our revisions. Effective Reading has been expanded
with new pedagogy, reading selections, and practice activities, but its primary pur-
pose remains the same: to help students view reading as a positive experience and
to help them develop the essential strategies needed for successful college and life-
long reading. These strategies address literal and inferential comprehension, criti-
cal thinking, study techniques, and vocabulary development.

= Goals and Purpose of the Text

Designed for adult readers with varying backgrounds, Effective Reading in a Changing
World again strives to help students develop a positive attitude toward learning and
a love of reading, strengthen their cognitive abilities, and expose them to reading
and thinking critically about controversial issues. It successfully integrates the con-
cept of reading and writing, provides a broad mix of reading selections that are cur-
rent and highly engaging to students’ interests, encourages vocabulary development
throughout the text, and is thorough in both explanatory prose and mastery learn-
ing activities. The mature and high-interest reading selections focus on many of the
issues students face today in our rapidly changing, technologically oriented world.
Using an eclectic approach, Effective Reading in a Changing World is an extremely
comprehensive and educationally sound text. The activities allow the professor to
use a scope and sequence approach to teach specific reading skills at the college
level, while simultaneously using three reading selections found at the end of most
chapters to teach holistically. Activities cover the information thoroughly but are not
excessive, nor are they repetitive, workbook-style exercises. Holistic reading activi-
ties provide students with a broad, realistic reading experience. They also make
clear, particularly in the critical reading unit, the close relationship between reader
as audience and reader as critic. We have designed in-depth practice activities,
together with a broad spectrum of reading comprehension questions, as well as sug-
gested discussion questions and journal-writing assignments, thereby integrating
reading and writing. Chapters 2 through 5 and 7 through 9 each include a topical
essay, a textbook excerpt, and a literary selection, since these reading genres have



Contents

unique styles and structures. Our aim is to help students read effectively in all their
college studies and to become informed, literate citizens and lifelong learners.

Features New to the Third Edition

A number of new features and significant changes have been made to augment the
effectiveness of Effective Reading in a Changing World.

New Features

¢ World Wide Web: Students are introduced to working effectively on the

Internet and given optional exercises and Web site addresses. A section in
Chapter 9 addresses evaluating the reliability of information on the Internet.
Acronyms: Acronyms are shown to be a useful mnemonic tool as well as
another aid to vocabulary development.

Marginal notations of an essay: A model essay, with notation markings, has
been developed to help students follow writers’ organizational patterns and
uncover implied main ideas and theses.

Annotated Suggested Reading List: An annotated list of fourteen best-selling
novels by a diverse group of award-winning authors has been added to encour-
age students to discover the pleasures of reading as a lifelong activity.

Sixty new readings: At least sixty of the paragraph, essay, and textbook
excerpts are new. Of these, thirty are essays that vary in length from 500 to 900
words. These readings cover a broad range of timely social, political, and
philosophical issues adult learners can often relate to, such as homelessness,
impeachment, abortion, spousal abuse and murder, AIDS, date rape, the glass
ceiling, cloning, and advertising tobacco and alcohol. Six of the end-of-
chapter textbook readings have been updated or replaced to keep the infor-
mation as current as possible; two of the end-of-chapter essay readings have
also been changed for the same reason.

Photographs: Numerous photographs that complement essay and textbook
readings have been included.

Expanded Areas

* Explanatory prose: More than thirty percent of the explanatory prose has

been expanded or rewritten for greater clarification and elaboration of
concepts.

® Word Analogy: Practice has been expanded and the concept of cause and

effect word relationships is taught in Chapter 9.
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* Visual and graphic information: How to read and understand flowcharts and
pictograms has been added to Chapter 10 as well as a section on recognizing
the reliability of statistical information.

Reorganization

¢ Chapter 1: Test taking has been placed at the end of the first chapter since stu-
dents need to know how to handle test taking at the outset of a course.

¢ Chapter 2: The difference between literal and figurative language has been
placed toward the end of this chapter rather than being introduced in
Chapter 8 since students need to recognize this difference in analyzing essays
and fiction.

* Chapters 3 and 4: The order of these chapters has been reversed. Under-
standing a topic, main idea, and supporting details is now introduced in
Chapter 3, and summary charts in both chapters have been reordered for easy
reference. The introductory information in Chapter 4 on the difference
between essay, textbook, and fiction reading has been compressed, with more
emphasis on practice and examples rather than explanation.

¢ Chapter 5: The order of organizational patterns has been altered so that the
last pattern taught is example, since exemplification is a chief means of devel-
oping all the other patterns and a natural lead-in to teaching patterns in com-
bination.

* Chapter 7: The Fact/Opinion section has been reorganized, and essay read-
ings replace sentence practice. X

* Chapter 9: The activities on recognizing tone have been reordered and
updated. Additionally, more activities are included to help students recognize
differing points of view.

* Chapter 10: The explanatory prose on how to interpret visual information
and on integrating text with graphics are presented together at the beginning
of the chapter.

* Several readings on the same topic within most chapters have been included
to help develop a frame of reference for students.

Continuing Features in the Third Edition

Many features, successful in both the first and second editions of this text, continue
to be stressed in the new edition:

* Skills are presented in a hierarchy of learning, but each chapter is self-contained
to provide flexibility and individnalization in teaching.

* Each chapter provides the broadest approach possible to reading: a major
topic-related selection in most chapters includes an essay, a lextbook excerpt, and
short story or an excerpt from a novel.



