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Unit 1
Study at College

Dialogue 1

The interviewer talks with a group of college students. They talk
about studies and campus life.
[= interviewer, Sl = student 1,52 = student 2,53 = student 3
I:  Good morming. I'm a reporter from the 21st Century Newspaper.
May [ have your names and majors please?

Sl: My name is Lu Yan, and I’ m majoring in International Trade.

§2: I’m Wang Xiaohui from the Law Department.

$3: I’m a junior' in the Telecommunications Department. My name is
Zhang Ping. You can also call me David.

[:  Thank you. Do you enjoy studying here?

Sl: Well, I think some of the courses are both interesting and useful,,
while others seem rather boring. My major requires me to keep
myself well-informed so I read a lot after class in the school library.
There are so many magazines and newspapers there.

S2: I enjoy studying English here very much. Last year we had three
foreign teachers with us and there were many activities which
helped us practise English. Now 1’ m reading a book on interna-
tional law in English.

S3: [ feel too much pressure here. 1’ m always worried about flunk-
ing’. But I enjoy surfing the Internet. It’s fun.

I: How do you divide your time between study and other activities?
$3: I have no time to enjoy myself. It seems [ have to study at all
times’.

S1. [’ ve formed the habit of figuring out a time schedule for every
semester. | usually set a goal and a time limit and try my best to
finish my work by that deadline’. Then I can do whatever I want
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S3.

I:
S:

to do. But, of course, if study takes up too much time, [ have to
cut out® other activities. You know what I think is most important
to students is studying well.

As a law student, I have to do a lot of memorization in the mom-
ing. Before supper is my relaxation time. I go play basketball
almost every afterncon. '

What activities do you usually do on campus?

Sometimes | take part in the Student Union”s® activities since I'm a
member of the union. There are competitions of all sorts — singing,
badminton, basketball etc. If I am in the mood,” I'll join the contest.
But I have never won any prize so far. There is also dancing every
weekend, but I have never been there because I’ m not good at danc-
ing. ‘

Overall, how do you feel studying here at college?

[ enjoy studying here. My classmates are kind, the teachers are
helpful, the library is big and the campus is beautiful.

I like one flexible time schedule.

Compared with high school, 1 felr a little lost when 1 was a fresh-
man. You know, I was “the big man on campus®. ”

That’ s quite natural. It was so nice to talk with you all.

Nice to talk with you, tco.

Notes

1.

junior K2 ZAER ¥ A (freshman, —FHFE , sophomore —
AR FEA, senior PUEHFAE)

flunk (E3) fail (in school work) (HL&%) A KA

at all times B2, 8%, IHE

deadline  #K 1E H [H]

ccutout BUH, EBR

. Student Union %44

. in the mood A CF (50

. the big man on campus EIHEIE L

Dialogue 2

A:

I’ ve been taking courses at this evening school for a year now.

e 2



B: I don’t believe that you really enjoy learning English. How come?

A: To be honest, I like English very much now. When 1 first began
the courses here, I just studied for TOEFL and GRE. It was hard
and boring. [ forced myself to memorize 100 words a day and did a
lot of test exercises to prepare. After I got a better feel for the Eng-
lish language, 1 began to see there was another world before me.
Since then, I’ ve enjoyed learning English. 1 think it’s fun to speak
English with people from the US or Canada because thev speak with
vivid facial expressions and gestures. It is fascinating to talk with
them.

B: 1'd hate studying English. It’s such a big headache'. I love math.
Solving difficult problems makes me feel great.

A:  Maybe you should improve your study methods.

B: "Maybe I should. Could you help me?

A:  Sure!

Notes

1 a big headache — {3k RIF

Useful Expressions

FRVIK W E

I'd like to introduce Wang Lin to you.

I’ d like you to meet Zhou Hong.

This is Zhou Hong.

Hello. I’'m Wang Lin.

Hello. My name is Wang Lin.

I don’t think we’ve met. I’m Wang Lin.
Hi. I'm Wang Lin. What’s your name?

Related Words and Phrases

gain/absorb/acquire/take in/soak up (knowledge) FRIFHINR
make oneself master of fFHFE -+

(gain) command of #1E

learn by books M A3 22 %

learn by experience ML #E|



learn by doing  @iTC-- 23|

live and learn JEELE ¥ 5E

study to be an engineer @it > B TREIH
specialize in [ TR

major in  F &

minor in @&, 56 22

self-taught B 2#T ALY

demanding ER &K

tiring 51 & 57 A9

tough BEFHY
no picnic  ANREHEA RS
Exercises

1. Talk about the following topics with your partners.
1) courses you like best at school
2) the comparison between college and high school study
3) study for degree
4) the best time for you to study
5) study habits
. Corplete the following conversations according to the cued situation.
Situation 1
A: I’m a reporter from the University Press. We’ re doing a survey
to find out how you choose your majors. Do you choose it by

yoursel{?

B:

A. Excuse me, could you explain it clearly?

B:

A: What about you, Xiao Wang? Did your parents make the decision
for you?

C:

A: What's the most important factor you had to think about when
you chose your major?

C:

A: Do you have the same idea as the other students?
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If you had the chance to choose your major again, what changes
would you make?

B:

A: Would you make any changes?

C:

A: OK. It’s been a pleasure to talk with you all.

B and C:

A:  Good-bye

B and C:

Situation 2

A:

B: I also like the courses which are challenging.

C: For me, 1don’t like the courses which have a lot of assignments.
Sometimes 1 study all night just to keep up with my courses.

A:

B: Yes, I think you are right. School is a full-time job.

C:

A: 1’ ve got another example. My physics class is so difficult. | have
to do a lot of reading and exercises after each class. Otherwise,
I'1l be totally lost.

B:

C: That’s why I like the course which doesn’ t have much work to
do.

A:

B: You hit it on the nose. The harder you work, the more you
leamn.

C:

M. Picture Talk

Directions: The following are two pairs of pictures. You are asked to
describe the pictures first and then compare and contrast them.



Which place do you prefer to have class? Explain your reason briefly.
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Which place do you prefer to study? Explain your reason briefly.



V. Group Discussion
Directions: The following questions are for you to discuss. First state
your points and clarify them, then try to convince your partners to agree
with you. You may argue with them but then try to reach an agreement.
1) What do you think are the basic courses that all students at college
need to take?
2) What kind of teachers are you expecting to have at college?
3) Do you feel your school provides you with good study facilities?
Explain your point.



Unit 2
Careers and Jobs

Dialogue 1

M:

Sl

Sl:

Good afterncon. My name is Ma Ping, the director of the Job Cen-
ter of this University. We all know that senior students are very
concerned about their future jobs. They ask, “What’s an ideal ca-
reer? Is this a good job for me? What am I supposed to do before |
apply for a job?” Now let’s talk about these questions: ideal ca-
reers, favorite jobs and so on.

First of all, let me introduce mysel{. My name is Wang Tao. I'm
busy looking for a job. 1 have been to several job markets already.

But up to now I haven’t found a job I am interested in. It’s tough
to find a good job with high pay. 1 hear landing a job! in a big for-
eign enterprise’ will enable you to make money fast. But for me,
I’ ve already made up my mind to quit job-hunting. I want to start
my own business after graduation. I have a great idea I want to
work on.

Really? That means, instead of working for someone, you would
rather be your own boss.

Yes, you’re right about that. To tell the truth, I want to start up
a small computer company. I want to hire some young people to
work with my company who want to carve out a career’. | believe
I can establish my company here. | know to be the boss of a small
company is no picnic. You have all the responsibilities and obliga-
tions as well as running a risk of incurring losses’. But I like the
challenges and working under pressure.

I’m Wang Fang, a senior student from the English Department.

As far as I’ m concerned, teaching is an ideal career. If I have a
choice, 1’ d prefer to be a high school teacher after I put myself

- Q9 .



S2:

S3:

St

through college. It’s true you’ Il be much better paid than the aver-
age if you take a job in some foreign firms, but it’s also true you
will be obliged to work like a dog’. Usually large corporations re-
quire long hours and hard work in return for their benefits. If
you’ re not willing to put in the time, that job’s not for you and
I’ ve decided it’s the last job I want to take.

Well, many graduates are reluctant to make teaching their career
because even though people regard it as an important job, the salary
remains quite low. What do you think?

That doesn’ t surprise me. Service careers are usually the lowest
paid. Here, like other places in the world, teaching is a very hon-
orable job. In fact, it is one of the most important occupations in
our society, though not the highest paid. We need education. No
education, no high-tech, no development. It’s as simple as that.

I suppose you’ re right. My name is Liu Gang. I’ m majoring in
business administration, which will take me into the business
world. I wouldn’t mind finding my place in a well-known company
and working there for a couple of years. After that I’ m going to
pursue an MBA®.

Why do you want to work before getting an MBA?

Well, I’m only at the beginning of my career. After I get a job, I
would say what [ need most is training and experience. If I want to
be a candidate for an MBA two years working experience is neces-
sary. 1'm aware that getting a job in a famous company is very
competitive because there are many other people trying to get the
same job. To become a successful administrator is not a piece of
cake.” But I think I stand a really good chance with my strong edu-
cational background.

While we are on the topic of ideal careers and jobs, how do gradu-
ates from your department usually find jobs?

The most common way to find a job is to look at job advertisements
and apply for the specific jobs that are available. By the way, my
roommate found a job in the newspaper ads. Now he has got a job
interview and since he has passed the test for the government offi-
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