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FOREWORD

After the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, China’s archaeological
work has received the attention of the government, especially the close attention of the
late Premier Zhou Enlai, In the fifties - early sixties period, the archaeological organ-
izations have devoted major efforts to the purchasing business of antiquities and for-
mulating the regulations to avoid all loopholes, In the mean time, many patriotic collec-
tors turned their treasured relics over to the state, To meet the need arising from the
rapid increase of the museums’ collection of pa.intings and calligraphies the government
sent off the authenticating groups to different places, But, no sooner after the 10 tur-
bulent years of the “cultural revolution”, Premier Zhou died unfortunately, as a result,
our work came to a standstill, Since the Third Plenary Session of the llth Central Com-
mittee of the Party, a meeting of great historic significance, things began to loock up on
all fronts in the archaeaoclogical field after rectification, Striving to carry out the behest
of Premier Zhou, the manuscripts of the “Catalogue of Chinese Rare Books” have begun to
be finalized, Thanks to the concern of Comrade Gu Mu and Comrade Deng Liqun, the
authentication work of painting also became active,In June 1983, the Ministry of Propa-
ganda approved the extablishment of the Authenticating Group of Ancient Chinese Painting
and Calligraphy under the Administrative Bureau of Museums ard Archaeological Data, Min-
istry of Culture to survey and authenticate all existing ancient Chinese paintings and cal-
ligraphes throughout the country, and to compile their catalogue and illustrated catalo-
gue and large albums, We planned to start this work from Beijing, The Authenticating
Group’s functions include,
1,Making a survey thoroughly of the collection of ancient paintings and calligraphies in
all archaeological organizations and cultural groups, : ‘ :

2,Assisting the previous organizations in their work of authenticating the collections by
way of discarding the false paintings and retaining the true,

3,Authenticating and grading the paintings and calligraphies colleced by some collectors,

4,After ascertaining as accurately as possible the authenticity of the paintings and call-
igraphies-, the experts next task is to arrange them in grades, This step is advantageous
to the preservation of historical relics, They furnish a wealth data for scientific research
into the history of art, And what is more important,we shall train a large contingent of
middle-aged people needed for authentication of painting and calligraphy,

Scope and Arrangement,

1.Catalogue in the form of account book with all genuine works listed,

2. Illustrated Catalogue with black and white pictures,

3,Large Colored Album containing the best known pieces of painting and calligraphy, with
captions for each illustration, ‘

Publication Plan,
Cataloging immediately after authentication; publishing immediately after cataloging, The

contents of the catalogue are divided according to the name of organizations and arranged
in chronological order of their painters or calligraphers, The last volume of this cata-

logue will be a comprehensive index volume,



During the“cultural revolution” from 1966 to 1976 the paintings and calligraphies in
private hands were unlawfully taken over by the “leftists” to become “confistiscated prop-
erties”, After 1976, as the “cultural revolution” ended,they were returned to original pr-
ivate collectors step by step, Up to September 1983, some of them are still housed in the
preservation organizations, hence, we have to start our work from this point, and put the
museum’s collection at a later time,

We offer our thanks and warmest appreciation to the officials of the leading organiza-
tions and all those concerned with the mammoth task of authentication,

Due to our limited talent and time,it is hard to avoid deficiencies or even mistakes in
our work of authenticating, cataloguing and compiling, Please oblige us with your valua-

ble comments,

The Authenticating Group of Ancient Chiness
Painting and Calligraphy
December 1983
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Guide to the Use of the Catalogue

1.The principle that have guided the authenticators in their endeavour to select the au-
thentic Chinese paintings and calligraphies is discarding the false and retaining the
true, All genuine works are listed in the Catalogue of Ancient Chinese Painting and
Calligraphy, An figure (/\) by the name of a painting indicates the work is included in
the Illustrated Catalogue of Chinese Painting and Calligraphy,

2.Based upon the Catalogue of Ancient Chinese Painting and Cliligraphy, best works are
picked out and listed in the Illustrated Catalogue of Ancient Chinese Painting and Cal-
ligraphy, attached with black and white pictures,

3,Based upon the Illustrated Catalogue of Chinese Painting and Calligraphy, a large album
of Selected Ancient Chinese Paintings and Calligraphy, with color illustrations, will be
published

4,The authenticators reached complete identity of views on most ¢f the works, We marked
the exceptional ones with a figure( A) as well to solicit opinions from the experts,

5,We used the original titles of those paintings which are widely known as authentic

works, The disputes are omitted here,

6.We follow the traditional way for the painter whose lifetime covers two dynasties,
Thus, we have listed Wang Shimin under the Qing dynasty instead of Ming dynasty and
Ni Zan under Yuan instead of Ming,

7.Those works bearing no dates or without fixed dates and inscriptions are put at the very
end for further investigation and authentication,
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