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PN Year Online
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In an effort to prove how wired “ the world has be-
come, a 26-year-old former computer systems manager
named Maddox walks into an empty house recently with a
laptop” computer and says he doesn’t plan to leave until
next year.

His plan is to live completely online, including order-
ing food, furniture and clothes and making a 24-hour live
video of his daily life.

His idea is that new online shoppers will go to his site
to learn how to use e-commerce . Maddox legally ®
changes his name to DotComGuy © and sets up a compa-
ny, DotComGuy Inc, for the stunt 0,

After locking himself inside the rented house, he

adds, “I'm going to come out being a lazy man.”

@ online [ on'lain] adj. & adv. EEHLAY (H1); BERAY ()
@ wired ‘waiod] adj. HEHHLN

@ laptop [ leptop] n. HEEE CHK)

@  e-commerce | i’komoas| n. B LD

®  legally [ligoli] adv. HfEL; Gk

®  DotComGuy M [/

@  stunt [smm] n. fRANFE
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The “live” part of the DotComGuy stunt involves 24-
hour video from dozens of digital® cameras set up through-
out the house. One camera points at the kitchen, several
face the living room, and one even sits on a bathroom shelf
— fortunately, tumed away from the toilet and bathtub.

The DotComGuy project, which sounds like a cross be-
tween the environ-colonization © experiment Biosphere ©
and the film EdTV, has a few basic rules. Maddox can
have visitors, but he simply can’t go farther than the back-
yard.

“We certainly don’t encourage people to lock them-
selves away from the world, but we will prove that it can
be done.” A friend of Maddox’s and president of Dot-
ComGuy Inc. expresses their purpose.

Maddox’s first monthly payment from the company will
be $24, but it will double every month as an encourage-
ment to stay in the house.

His friend helps organize sponsors ® to help Maddox
through the year, including a company which donates the lap-
top, and another which agrees to keep the house stocked with®

© digital [digitol] adj. BB

@  environ-colonization [in'vaioron kolonaizeifon] n. R
®  biosphere [ baiasfia] n. H#ME

@ sponsor ['spomso] n. MBIA; MBI, IEES

®  stocked (with) #% 1



BEEFHA ﬁ“

food in packets and general household requirements. The
sponsors are listed on the project’s Web site.

The company believes that they will benefit from the
little live, online exposure. They are going to have some-
one say, - Hey, DotComGuy, how should I install a
brand-new ” modem ©?” or “How do I get this or that
Web site?” And when he uses their site, that’s how peo-

ple will learn about them.

One weekend afternoon, the Web site video shows

Maddox sitting on the floor of an empty room chatting online
with visitors. Maybe you are interested in the first things
Maddox buys online as soon as he begins to live in the
house. Among them are shampoo®, toilet paper, clean-
ing supplies and take-away food.

In fact, similar experiments have been done before —
“Good Morning America” once housed two New Yorkers in
an “e-cave” for a week with a refrigerator, a $ 500 daily
income, a computer and Intemnet access — but Maddox

has said to live off © e-commerce longer than anyone else

has so far.

@  brand-new A

@ modem [ moudem_ n. FEHIBIES
®  shampoo [ fempu:] n. BERFW
@ live off %
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Exercises

A. Read the following statements and judge whether
they are True (T) or False (F):

| . The man wants to live online for a year in order to

cece0 00 0=]

make a lot of money.

2. The man cannot step out of his room.

3. Maddox changes his name to DotComGuy because
that sounds like having close relationship with the
Internet .

4. The cameras can catch every detail of his actions.

5. He is the first man to live only on computers.

B. Match the following words and explanations:

6. legally A. plan

7. project B. an action which gains attention,
as in advertising

8. stunt C. do good to

9. cross D. mixture of two different things

10. benefit  E. connected with the law or required
by the law
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2. Cerf on the Web

The web has brought unparalleled V' access to infor-
mation, created “dot com”’ millionaires, and made e-
mail a necessity of life. So, what’s ahead for the Internet?
Ask the man who was there at the beginming. That man is
Vinton Cerf, and he believes the best is yet to come.

In the early 1970s, Cerf and his colleague led the
tearn at Stanford that developed Internet Protocol, which
first linked computer networks. Today, the well-known
“father of the Internet” is senior vice president for Internet
architecture® and technology at a big company .

Even with an estimated 200 million users and 200,
000 networks now online, Cerf believes the Internet’s
growth will continue at its extremely high speed for at least
the next 4 — 5 years. The reason of his confidence © is
that people are very lightly penetrated ©. There are 200

million users out of 6 billion people. His guess is that in

unparalleled [ an'peraleld ] adj. FHH., WM, 2HH
architecture [ ‘akitektfo | n. B, @HY

confidence [ konfidons] n. H{Z; BfZ

penetrate [ penitreit] v. Fi&, Bi&; WE; T30

® e e 6
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five years, at least a billion users will be on the Net, pos-
sibly as many as 3 billion. So after 2006 we would expect
to see some slowdown In the growth rate.

By that time, Cerf estimates, the Internet will be
about the size of the telephone network. It may even be-
come the telephone network if Internet felephony® works as
well as hoped. Key among the growth areas, Cerf pre-
dicts, is business use. We wouldn’t be surprised if at least
15 or 20 percent, maybe 25 percent, of the world’s econo-
my is running on the Net by 2006. That’s roughly $ 8 #ril-
lion ©, with business-to-business transactions making up
the majority.

Cerf believes consumers will have not only a wider
range of choices but also an increasing amount of intelligent
software to aid in making those choices.

The Internet will also spark © significant changes in
how services, particularly education, are delivered. It
probably translates into a restructuring® of the educational
community® , where distance learning becomes a very real

possibility at a very reasonable cost, which means the

telephony [ tilefoni] n. i, HiE¥

trillion [ ‘triljon] num. FiZ (%)

spark [spak] v. Kk; BE

restructure [ rivstraktfo] ve. EMshHy, BELEW; BE, R@

community [kemjuniti] n. Z4t; Hik; &

e ®e e 6
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educational world, universities especially, will have to
change the way it works at present.

In the future, today’s wired consumer will likely be
wireless, thanks to wearable® devices. While riding in a

taxi into town from the airport, for instance, you’ll scan

restaurant menus on glasses sending an image to your eyes.
You’ll make your reservation, receive an address online,
and then continue your taxi ride, reading your e-mail or
scanning a magazine. People will be always connected.
The network will be always on. You'll have casual @ inter-
actions with the Net. You won't have to think about dial-
ing up® and all this.

Cerf sees the price, not resistance ® o technology,
as the limiting factor in this futuristic vision. When the
network is always accessible, our behavior will change a
lot. Just how much it will change depends on how inexpen-
sive Internet access is.

But would low-cost access mean information over-
load®? Surprisingly, according to Cerf, probably not.

We’ve been in an information overload situation for a

wearable [ ‘weorebl] adj. FISFRIN; RIRAHE; WD
casval [keeguol] adj. MBIRAY; REEH; IRt
dialing up #%

resistance [ nizistons | n. #&H; KA

overdoad [,ouvoloud] n. ##, AFITE

@ e e e e
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decade or more. In a sense, having a lot of information
online that can be read by computers might even benefit us,
because we can get software which will do things for us that
we don’t have time to do ourselves. Our inability to deal
with all the information doesn’t necessarily mean that we
have to throw them away. It just means that we may need
some help in evaluating © it before we actually sit down
and read it. Some technical advances would make the In-
ternet even more active. We need the ability to do digital
signatures®, so that people can make contracts @ online
rather than having to settle the matter by sending a physical
piece of paper with a wet signature on it. This might be
done, Cerf predicts, with a smart card @, containing a
digital signature program, that slips into a reader on your
computer.

One of the biggest technological problems facing the
Internet, however, has to do with growth. With all as-
pects® of the Internet getting bigger, how do we make sure
it continues to function reliably? This is a major challenge.

But other non-technical problems arise as well. A lot

@ evaluate [ iveeljueit] v. FFMr, 4

@  signature Usignitfo] n. B4, B4; 55

@ contract [ kontrekt] n. &F, 2%

@  smart card HHEF

® aspect [mspekt] n. #T, ShE; ER: HE
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of policy issues that the Internet is facing need attention.
In which jurisdiction'" do we solve an argument concerning
an electronic transaction? There are questions about privacy
and confidentiality © questions about the use of code. The
list goes on and on. Policy problems that the Internet raises
are al least as important, maybe more important , than the
hardware problems or the basic technology problems.

How well these policy issues are solved may be the
real determining factor in the Intemet’s future, says its

Daddy .

Exercises

A. Find words from the passage to match the following

definitions:

|. thousand millions ( )

2. look at attentively ( )

3. person’s name signed by himself ( )

4. secrecy; state of being away from others

( )

5. the people living in one place, group of persons

@ jurisdiction [ \dzuoris'dikfon] n. & AIMEER; R XI5
@  confidentiality [ konfidenfizeliti ] n. ML
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