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With the approach of the 25th anniversary of the reestablishment of the China National

Institute for Educational Research (CNIER), the first two volumes of Footprints of Educational
Researchers — Selected Research Papers of the China National Institute for Educational
Research have been published by the Educational Science Publishing House. I think it is an
excellent idea to have decided to celebrate the institute's anniversary with such a compilation.

Nothing is better than to preserve the valuable memories and show the life essence of the
institute in commemoration of the occasion. As a state-level institute for educational science,
what are the CNIER's memories and life essence worth preserving and presenting? Obviously,
they exist in our educational research, which is our main task and activity, as well as the most
significant life style of researchers. Since I started to work at the CNIER, I've come to know a
large number of researchers who love their work, consider educational research their life-long
responsibility, and enjoy a high reputation for their remarkable academic achievements. Among
them were the late scholar Mr. Hu Keying, one of the typical examples. Mr. Hu passed away
ten years ago. His selected works have been published, and been well received. Another scholar
was Mr. Wang Shiging, who passed away this year. Erudite and influential at home and abroad,
he won people's admiration for his trahquility, profundity and simplicity. Besides, the CNIER
boasts a galaxy of senior staff members, who are actively engaged in educational research and
social activities. Thave come to realize through a rough observation that quite a few researchers
treasure and are reluctant to leave their research areas. They have a strong passion for their
research areas and care greatly about their academic reviews and assessments. I suppose that
that is exactly the nature of specialists and intellectuals. Therefore, they have presented their
research papers and academic resumes for the compilation of the books (We have set up
academic files not only for on-the-job researchers but also the retired ones). Personally, I feel
that we are engaging in an activity to accumulate the culture of the CNIER, through which the
boundless respect and admiration of the CNIER for knowledge and history are expressed, and

its tradition of advocating a serious attitude towards learning and research is made clear.
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PREFACE

Growing out of the Educational Research Division of the Central Marxism-Leninism
Resear‘ch Institute founded in Yan'an, the CNIER was established and named with the approval
of the State Council of the PRC in 1957. It was destroyed during the “Great Cultural
Revolution” period (1966—1976), and was rebuilt in 1978, carrying Comrade Deng Xiaoping's
personal inscription. During the 1980s and 1990s, the CNIER enjoyed a high reputation for its
eminent scholars and renowned specialists and their remarkable achievements. The CNIER's
researches and contributions played an important and active role in pushing forward the
transformation of educational concepts, accumulating research experience, and guiding
educational reforms and experiments following the introduction of China's reform and opening-
up policy. In spite of hardships and setbacks during its developing stage and inadaptability in
the face of the expectation of high-level educational research findings, the CNIER should not
be taken lightly, for it made historical contributions and satisfied realistic educational demands.
During the current period, when the 16th CPC Congress put forward the great target of building
a well-off society in an all-round way, education is playing a more important role both in
promoting the balanced development of urban and rural areas and in improving each
individual's overall development. In such a situation, it is particularly urgent to establish
educational institutes. Therefore, we must earnestly probe the approaches to the establishment
and management of such a state-level educational institute for the purpose of improving its
research efficiency and vitality, and take into consideration innovation in the educational
research mode with the aim of promoting educational creativity in theory and practice. We hope
to convey our resolution to enforce reforms and foster development on the occasion of the 25th
anniversary of the reestablishment of the CNIER.

The two volumes published include selected papers rather than systematic works in
specific educational fields, and they are perhaps not to the taste of certain specialists. However,
like a historical picture scroll of education and educational research, as well as a window on

the history of educational research, they reveal the traces of educational development, the hot
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spots, and the researchers' selected topics, visual angles and thinking modes, as well as their

ways of argumentation and expression, reflecting the vicissitudes and spirit of the times. The
research carried out by the CNIER is characterized by its attaching importance to research into
the CPC and the Chinese government's guiding principles and policies on education, and its
excelling in research into educational history, educational figures and their thoughts, schooling,
teaching, and relevant reforms and experiments. Our researchers pay great attention to
investigation, and excel at the research methods of vertical history and horizontal comparison,
in place of pedantic and obscure methods. Though the research areas and relevant topics
selected in the two volumes differ and contain varied workload and academic value, the authors
show equal passion for educational research. Although quite a few research papers deal with
topics or viewpoints different from those of today, they are still not out-of-date, due to the
publicity and inherited attribute of education. The research papers selected in Volume II were
all written by on-the-job researchers, who have expounded their research findings over the past
few years. It is our wish to continue the compilation, for the researchers will by no means cease
their journey. We believe the follow-up selected papers will surely be more and more
satisfactory along with the rapid development of the CNIER.

The research papers have been compiled in commemoration of the 25th anniversary of the
reestablishment of the CNIER, to encourage us to work unremittingly and to remind us to take
cognizance of our weaknesses. Let’s take the publication of the selected research papers as a

new starting point, and strive for a more brilliant future of the CNIER.

Zhu Xiaoman
September, 2003
No. 46, Beisanhuan Zhonglu, Beijing, China
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