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a. Which of the following best reflects the main idea of the article?

. Which statement best expresses the main idea of the passage?

The main (central) idea of this passage (selection, paragraph) is
The theme (topic) of the passage is

The author’s purpose of writing this passage is

e opan o

What is the subject of this passage?

g. What does the passage mainly discuss?
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a, Which of the following is the best title of the passage?

b. Choose the best title for this passage.

c. Choose the title that best expresses the idea of the passage,

d. Select the most appropriate title,

When George Washington became the first President of the United States, there was
no permanent capital in which to house the government. During the Revolutionary War
seven different cities had served as the national capital. In addition, the members of Con-

gress could not agree as to where this permanent capital should be located. Some officials
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wanted it in the North, others wanted it in the South. Each of the states hoped that the
capital might be established within its own state lines.

At last it was decided that the capital should occupy a section by itself, separate from
any of the states. The place chosen was situated on the Potomac River. The land then be-
longed to the state of Maryland, but Maryland agreed to give it to the national govern-
ment. The section was named the District of Columbia, after Christopher Columbus. The
city itself was named Washington, after George Washington.

Work was begun on the new capital in 1791, In the year 1800 Congress occupied the
new Capital Building. The White House was opened at the same time as the home of all fu-
ture Presidents,

Question: Which of the following is the best title for this passage?

A. Washington’s Presidency ‘

B. The White House

C. Establishing the National Capital

D. How to choose a country’s capital

L& C] AXABFRETS - BRI XEE RGN EEYHOEE, GEAR
BB, BHCHMAETEX, BHERFHER. ®H A BUELBIILASL, FEXEE
BNA. BT BHNERESZBRE, EHRRABRNEENS, WRESALH
HEy. %I D MFRER—BL, HTPEERREEX—BALREE, FeEMETHAR
KX M, % A, B, D=MHAER.

Automobile accidents are as familiar as the common cold but far more deadly. Yet
their causes and control remain a serious problem, difficult to solve.

Experts have long recognized that this discouraging problem has muliiple causes; at
the very least, it is a “driver-vehicle-roadway” problem. If all drivers exercised good judg-
ment at all times, there would be few accidents, But this is rather like saying that if all
people were virtuous, there would be no crime,

Improved design has helped make highways relatively much safer. But the tide of acci-
dents continues to rise because of “man-failure” and an enormous increase in the number of
automobiles on the road.

Attention is now turning increasingly to the third member of the accident-triangle—
the car itself. Assuming that accidents are bound to occur, people want to know how cars
can be built better to protect the occupants.

Question: Which of the following statements gives the main idea of the passage?



A. Virtuous people would not commit crime,

B. Automobiles have to be built better,

C. Accidents always show poor drive judgement.

D. Road accidents must be reduced,

L D] ASCHMREFHR™ B LSRG, BB, T 5STEERE L
MZAEERR. S5, FHS5HEME, BUTHMAX=FERBOERWEY. BE
R, EXHEMREECESH. FHWET D “BRE A EER" BETXEMNE
By BRERER. £ A BERER, FOCRRATRERFA AR EEEEN, B
*%ﬁﬂ%%%;E#Mﬁﬂy%%%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ&f%%%,Mﬁﬁyiﬁ
B XMRATRRK. WIW B “BUMSKERSE” RE—TAAKNEN, FEEELST
Ry OBE. B0 C “REFRERRAANBAMBERHS RESECHE, BR
EHELXES, At AER.

‘EHQ‘“E1W£Z§%.

The modern world is filled with material for reading. Newspapers, magazines and books all
come immediately to one's mind. There are also the advertisements in newspapers and magazines,
the labels on products we buy and the signs everywhere, We learn through reading.

Good readers know how to adjust their reading strategies to the material at hand.
Reading a textbook, for example, is not the same as reading a newspaper or a magazine.
This chapter presents selections for general reading, the kind that often does not take place
in a classroom, In it, you will learn strategies for reading popular magazines, advertise-
ments, essays, newspapers and non-fiction books as well as instructions for consumers.

When you read for general information, you must make use of many clues that help
you understand the material. For example, knowing where the selection is from or the pur-
pose of the selection tells you something about what to look for as you read, Looking for
the key words in the selection alerts you to the main theme or topic. Finding the writer’s
point of view also helps you to read with more understanding,

Question; Underline the topic sentence which tells the main idea of each paragraph.

BB F— FBBAAL S S ARG T RERER, UTRY B, FI3ET 4
BREHITEY) . VEOARATRE K S A 4 T DAY

BB H— ﬁﬁﬁTmﬁWA%ﬁMﬁﬁEEBﬁ&%%ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁmﬁﬁ%(%
B, LTS R, FHRRESINTE, BB ARR GRSy kR kR
WXE,

BB BB SRS R R MR RBET, F R,

Hi, MEMFEAHEES—4H.




Read the following passage quickly to determine its main idea.

Magazines have flooded the market. You find them everywhere—in the stationery,
the drugstore, the beauty shop, the doctor’s or dentist's office, the barbershop, railroad
stations, bus terminals—wherever people seek a pleasant way to spend leisure time read-
ing. Perhaps the greatest reason for the magazine’s popularity in America is the demand
for short, interesting stories and informative articles with a wealth of lively colorful illus-
trations. Another reason may be the exciting variety of magazines appealing to everyone’s
taste, whether for sports, fishing, the outdoors, romance, adventure fashion, news,
westerns, mystery, movies, science, etc.

A. You can read magazines in the doctor’s office.

B. Magazines are good for sportsmen.

C. Magazines are colourful and interesting,

D. Magazines are very popular,

[ED] SEHEM A ULRXEPREBEHRH—4, FEEMER IS CENFLEH; B
WRRELH—ITE; CHEHSXENEARAX, AR RREkIALINPLERE; D
EFL Y £ BH) Magazines have flooded the market BB MR, HEHEE T 2 KE, X
RETXEMNDLEE, KDREREER, .

Choose the best title for the passage.

In New York and other large cities, air pollution is an increasingly severe threat to
human health. It can become a similar threat to plant and animal life, too. We cannot
minimize the need to intensify our effort to preserve our most abundant and most valuable
natural resource; pure air,

What is pure air? It is a mixture of gases and water vapor necessary for the mainte-
nance of all higher forms of life on earth. Trees and man, orchids and fish, wild flowers
and birds—in fact, just about every living thing uses one or more of the normal elements
of pure air.

A. The Dangers of Air Pollution.

B. The Preservation of Flowers and Fish.

C. The Elements of Pure Air.

D. Living Things and Pure Air.
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For the following paragragh, underline the sentence that contains the main idea (topic
sentence).,

There is a growing controversy over the use of drugs in sports. Denny Mclain, pitch-
er for the Detroit Tigers, claims that he needs pep pills or something to keep him going,
especially when he is expected to be good at 162 ball games a year. However, Dr. Wil-
liam Fowler, Jr.of the UCLA medical school, claims that studies show there is no in-
crease in strength, motor performance or vital capacities (with drugs).

55 —#] There is a growing controversy over the use of drugs in sports JFi EXHAEiE
PR AYRRIE, BNFEEBERLKNSiE. THEEN Denny Mclain i Dr. Wil-
liam Fowler RABMRMEREMWA (F however #H) S M F Fi AL, BXE
—RIMBPRE. FrAE—mR A, B#1ETXEP.0EE,

I. Choose the best subtitle for each of the following paragraphs and write the main idea
of each paragraph, ’

(A)

Most mothers have a good piece of advice: never go into a supermarket hungry! If you
go shopping for food before lunchtime, you’ll probably buy more than you plan to. Unfor-
tunately, however, just this advice isn’t enough for consumers these days. Modern shop-
pers need an education in how—and how not—to buy things at the grocery store. First,
you should check the weekly newspaper ads. Find out the items that are on sale and decide
if you really need those things. In other words, don’t buy anything just because it’s chea-
per than usual! Next, in the market, carefully read the information on the package, and
don’t let words like “New and Improved!” or “All Natural” on the front of a package influ-
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ence you. Instead, read the list of ingredients on the back. Third, compare prices; that is,
you should ‘examine the prices of both different brands and different sizes of the same
brand.

A. Compare Prices Before Purchasing.

B. Advice for Consumers.

C. Never Go into a Supermarket Hungry.

D. Don’t Be Influenced by the Attractive Ads.

The main idea;

B

Another suggestion for consumers is to buy generic items instead of famous brands,
Generic items in supermarkets come in plain packages. These products are cheaper because
manufacturers don’t spend much money on packaging or advertising. The quality, howev-
er, is usually identical to the quality of well-known name brands. In the same way, in buy-
ing clothes, you can often find high quality and low prices in brands that are not famous.
Shopping in discount clothing stores can also help you save a lot of money. Although these
stores aren’t very attractive, and they usually do not have individual dressing rooms, not
only are the prices low, but you can often find the same famous brands that you find in
high-priced department stores,

A. Discount Stores Aren’t Attractive.

B. Generic Items Are Cheaper.

C. Generic Items and Brand Names,

D. Plain Packages and Low Prices.

The main idea:

©

Wise consumers read magazine advertisements and watch TV commercials, but they
do this with one advantage: knowledge of the psychology behind the ads. In other
words, well-informed consumers watch for information and check for misinformation.
They ask themselves questions: Is the advertiser hiding something in small print at the
bottom of the page? Is there any real information in the commercial or is the advertiser
simply showing an attractive image? Is this product more expensive than it should be be-
cause it has a famous name? With the answers to these questions, consumers can make a
wise choice.

A, Advertisers Hide Something in Ads.

B. Attractive Image and Real Information.
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C. Famous Names Are More Expensive.
D. Intelligent Consumerism.

The main idea:

II. Read the following news, then decide which of the four choices can be the headline of
each news item,

(A)

Busmen refused to carry pupils of a London comprehensive school yesterday after an
inspector had nearly lost an eye and three other busmen had been injured when schoolchil-
dren attacked a bus crew.

Crew imposed a ban on pupils of Kingsdale School in Alleyn Park, Dulwich, where a
pupil was thought to have started the incident, has been suspended.

About 18 pupils turned on a conductor on Monday after he had told a youth to stop
smoking on the lower deck of a bus.

A. Busmen were injured and a pupil was suspended.

B. School children attacked bus crew.

C. Bus ban on pupils after attack on crew.

D. Conductor stopped smoking.
(B)

Heroin worth more than $1 million was distributed by accident in packets of frozen
prawns delivered to Chinese restaurants in Glasgow after a ship from Hong Kong docked at
Newecastle. Police have recovered most of the consignment and have launched a full-scale
investigation,

A. Heroin was delivered to restaurants.

B. $1 million heroin haul.

C. Police investigate heroin,

D. Heroin was discovered by police,

II. Read the following article, then choose the statement that best expresses its central idea.

Robots designed and made in Japan by Fujitsu Fanus are to be marketed by Hydro Ma-
chine Tools, of Halstead, Essex (a member of the 600 Group), in the UK at prices ran-
ging from $ 25 000 to $ 60 000,

Basically, the machines are programmed pick-and-place mechanical arms and hands,

and will complement the company’s existing numerically controlled lathes, making it possi-



