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The moment one starts to think of language as discourse,
the entire landscape changes, usually, forever.
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McCarthy and Carter (1994)
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Abstract

In this book, the author applies discourse analysis theories and methods to
conducting in-depth research on textual anaphora, laying a sound basis for
an analytic framework for Chinese textual anaphora. The author raises
some important concepts that are appropriate for textual anaphora study,
such as textual clause, textual anaphora chains ( including nominal
anaphora chain, global anaphora chain, local anaphora chain and o on),
pronominal unit, and nodes (root nodes, child node, new node and old
node) .

This book is based on Chinese narratives as the corpus, presenting a
systematic research on zero anaphora, anaphora and NP anaphora in
Chinese texts. It is found that in zero anaphora, such constraints that may
lead to the usage of zero anaphora include constraints of intrasentence
referent distance, semantic features, context (judgment of the referent of
the head subject, context-based zero referent, ambiguous zero referent) ;
pragmatic constraints ( phonetic constraint and world knowledge
constraint) and so on. It is also claimed that pragmatic and semantic
elements (the meaning of the verb in the clause) form the major factors
for judging zero referent in a multi-verb clause, while syntactic factor

(the grammatical structure of the clause) ranks the second.



In the study of pronominal anaphora, the focus is on the third single
pronoun “ta” (he), it is discovered the findings of pronoun “ta” (he)
can be applicable to the study of other third pronouns. In terms of topic
continuity, zero anaphora is the strongest, pronouns second, and NP the
weakest. There are some constraints to the usage of “ta”, namely, the
change of actors, the context of the stories, limitation of time and place,
conjunctions, and structures. It is found that despite of the fact that
appearance of pronouns in the text is in linear way, the stratification still
exists in its appearance in the text. The distribution of pronoun “ta” is
random in the text, still, the text structure and pragmatic factors attribute
to the appearance of pronouns in the texts.

In the part of NP anaphora, the findings indicate there are five types of
NP anaphora. These five types have been elaborated in terms of root
node, position, state and role. Borrowed from Matthiessen’ s instantial
ideational knowledge construction, the author develops the ideational
system for analyzing NP anaphora, which is one of the contributions of
this book .
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