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JOHN F.KENNEDY
Los Angeles, 15 July 1960

A new frontier

John F. Kennedy (1917 — 1963), 35 th president of the U-
nited States. He is the youngest ever elected to the presi-
dency and the first of the Roman Catholic faith.

The American people expect more from us than cries of in-
dignation and attack. The times are too grave, the chal-
lenge too urgent, and the stakes too high — to permit the
customary passions of political debate. We are not here to
curse the darkness, but to light the candle that can guide us
through that darkness to a safe and sane future. As Winston
Churchill said on taking office some twenty years ago:

‘If we open a quarrel between the present and the past,
we shall be in danger of losing the future.’



Today our concern must be with that future. For the world
is changing. The old era is ending. The old ways will not
do.

All over the world, particularly in the newer nations,
young men are coming to power - men who are not bound by
the traditions of the past — men who are not blinded by the
old fears and hates and rivalries — young men who can cast
off the old slogans and delusions and suspicions.

The Republican nominee-to-be,* of course, is also a
young man. But his approach is as old as McKinley. His
party is the party of the past. His speeches are generalities
from Poor Richard’s Almanac. Their platform, made up of
left-over Democratic planks, has the courage of our old con-
victions. Their pledge is a pledge to the status quo —and to-
day there can be no status quo.

For I stand tonight facing west on what was once the last
frontier. From the lands that stretch 3,000 miles behind me,
the pioneers of old gave up their safety, their comfort and
sometimes their lives to build a new world here in the West.

They were not the captives of their own doubts, the pris-
oners of their own price tags. Their motto was not ‘every
man for himself’ — but ‘all for the common cause.’ They
were determined to make that new world strong and free, to
overcome its hazards and its hardships, to conquer the ene-
mies that threatened from without and within.

* Richard Nixon.
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Today some would say that those struggles are all over -
that all the horizons have been explored — that all the battles
have been won — that there is no longer an American frontier.

But I trust that no one in this assemblage will agree with
those sentiments. For the problems are not all solved and
the battles are not all won —and we stand today on the edge
of a new frontier - the frontier of the 1960s — a frontier of un-

known opportunities and perils — a frontier of unfulfilled
hopes and threats.

Woodrow Wilson's New Freedom promised our nation a
new political and economic framework. Franklin Roosevelt’s
New Deal promised security and succour to those in need.
But the New Frontier of which I speak is not a set of promises
- it is a set of challenges. It sums up not what I intend to of-
fer the American people, but what I intend to ask of them. It
appeals to their pride, not their pocketbook — it holds out
the promise of more sacrifice instead of more security.

But I tell you the New Frontier is here, whether we seek it
or not. Beyond that frontier are uncharted areas of science
and space, unsolved problems of peace and war, uncon-
quered pockets of ignorance and prejudice, unanswered
questions of poverty and surplus.

It would be easier to shrink back from that frontier, to
look to the safe mediocrity of the past, to be lulled by good
intentions and high rhetoric — and those who prefer that
course should not cast their votes for me, regardless of par-
ty.



But | believe the times demand invention, innovation,
imagination, decision. I am asking each of you to be new
pioneers on that New Frontier. My call is to the young in
heart, regardless of age — to the stout in spirit, regardless
of party — to all who respond to the scriptural call:

‘Be strong and of good courage; be not afraid, neither
be thou dismayed.’

For courage — not complacency — is our need today — lead-
ership — not salesmanship. And the only valid test of leader-
ship is the ability to lead, and lead vigorously. A tired na-
tion, said David Lloyd George, is a tory nation — and the U-
nited States today cannot afford to be either tired or tory.

There may be those who wish to hear more — more promis-
es to this group or that — more harsh rhetoric about the men
in the Kremlin — more assurances of a golden future, where
taxes are always low and subsidies ever high. But my
promises are in the platform you have adopted. Our ends
will not be won by rhetoric and we can have faith in the fu-
ture only if we have faith in ourselves.

For the harsh facts of the matter are that we stand on this
frontier at a turning-point in history. We must prove all over
again whether this nation — or any nation so conceived — can
long endure — whether our society — with its freedom of
choice, its breadth of opportunity, its range of alternatives
—can compete with the single-minded advance of the Com-
munist system.

Can a nation organized and governed such as ours endure?
4



That is the real question. Have we the nerve and the will?
Can we carry through in an age where we will witness not on-
ly new breakthroughs in weapons of destruction — but also a
race for mastery of the sky and the rain, the ocean and the
tides, the far side of space and the inside of men’s minds?

Are we up to the task? Are we equal to the challenge? Are
we willing to match the Russian sacrifice of the present for
the future? Or must we sacrifice our future in order to enjoy
the present?

That is the question of the New Frontier. That is the
choice our nation must make — a choice that lies not merely
between two men or two parties, but between the public in-
terest and private comfort — between national greatness and
national decline — between the fresh air of progress and the
stale, dank atmosphere of ‘normalcy’ — between deter-
mined dedication and creeping mediocrity.

All mankind waits upon our decision. A whole world looks

to see what we will do. We cannot fail their trust; we can-
not fail to try.
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