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Unit 1 Natural Disaster — Tornado(i %R %K)

Passage 1
Oklahoma( % 1% &) surveying tornado devastation( 3K .#K)

OKLAHOMA CITY (Agencies via Xinhua ##:# f#t) — Ok-
lahomans spend another severe day yesterday surveying losses from a
devastating series of tornadoes which killed at least 43 people in the
US heartland.

Governor Frank Keating, who spent much of Tuesday survey-
ing ripped (#i 7. #i %) and shattered ( & % B K ) neighbourhoods
around Oklahoma City, was planning visits to several smaller, out-
lying towns which appeared to have been almost wiped off (i#%E)the
map by Monday’s furious(’&#{#J ) storms.

In Mulhall, to the north, and Bridge Creek, to the east,
shocked townsfolk picked their way through the rubble(® % L 8k)
of schools, markets, and houses looking for anything to recover.
One teacher, surveying what had once been her mathematics class-
room, choked("& M) back the tears.

In Oklahoma City’s hard-hit southern suburbs, police and Na-
tional Guard troops enforced(#47) an all-night curfew (% %) to pre-
vent possible robbing.

Officials feared some storm-struck residents might risk pushing
their way through downed live (# # # ) power and gas lines in at-

tempts to drag a few last personal possessions from the wreckage
().

Large parts of the suburbs of Del City and Midwest City re-
mained without power after the storms, which tore through the re-
gion on Monday evening and made some of the worst damage since
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the 1995 truck bomb attack on the Oklahoma City federal building.
Thirty-eight people were confirmed (i3 ) dead in Oklahoma,
down from an earlier estimate(fit)of 40, officials said on Tuesday.

Some 669 people suffered injuries.

In Oklahoma City, 1, 500 homes were levelled(3%%) by a mon-
ster tornado which cut a 30-kilometre-long, 0.8-kilometre-wide area
through the city. Damage could cost hindreds of millions of dollars.

In Wichita, Kansas, 257 kilometres to the north, five people
were killed by a twister (#£# X ) so violent it threw homes from a
trailer(RE R B H %3155 ) park into a nearby lake. The dead includ-
ed a one-month-old baby boy, officials said.

(China Daily Thursday, May 6, 1999)

Passage 2
Killer Tornado Slams(Z% %4 %) Okla. City
From staff and wire reports

At least four people were reported killed and an unknown num-
ber injured when a tornado said to be at least a half-mile wide swept
through central Oklahoma Monday.

“There are a few fatalities(% - A%t),” Oklahoma City police
dispatcher ( i & & ) John Zondol said. “It’s the worse I've ever
seen.”

He said at least 400 houses had been destroyed.

“We are getting so many injuries we are just tagging (HI4F %)
them and bringing them in, ” said Shara Findley, a spokeswoman( &
& A) for Hillcrest Health Center in Oklahoma City. She said about
100 people had been brought in.

Forecasters(#i#R & ) said the twister was an F-5, the strongest
classification (4> %) for tornadoes. It destroyed homes and other
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buildings as it moved through southwest Oklahoma City into Moore
and then through the Midwest City area.

The tornado was one of several that formed over a five-hour pe-
riod in the state. Damage was reported after some of the storms, but
none was as devastating as the storm that tore through the Okla-
homa City urban area.

Gov. Frank Keating authorized (it %) the National Guard to
provide assistance.

Police and emergency workers combed (#1 % 2 ) through the
debris( . % ) as darkness fell, searching for survivors (£ & % ).
Twisted(##7#7) and crumpled( Z#K) cars littered(# & ) Interstate
(EEMNS5MZ @) 40 and Interstate 30.

“I was holding on to a woman and her child under an overpass
(:3#X4F) as the tornado went over us, ” said J. Pat Carter, an As-
sociated Press photographer. “My pager went up in the tornado.
... It was the most incredible(#LA #{%#) thing ['ve ever seen.”

In southwest Oklahoma City, Katherine Burch, 74, surveyed
the damage after the storm destroyed about half the house in which
she has lived for 20 years. She waited the storm out in the bath-
room.

“I knew it was coming because I could hear it, and it kept get-
ting closer,” Burch said. “I thought, ‘Oh my gosh (M, Xm). I
heard it; the house started shaking and then the big rumble (E& &
7). Glass and everything flew in it.”

“It was just demolished (% #8),” Ruth Seymore said of her
home in Moore. “Everything fell in on me.”

She said she hid in a closet (###) and was trapped by the de-
bris. “I couldn’t get anybody to find me. I kept crying ‘Help!’”

The storm earlier produced hail(7%k %) 424 inches in diameter as
it moved near Minco in Grady County, the National Weather Ser-
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vice said.

As the severe storms moved out of Oklahoma by late evening,
weather forecasters urged residents in the Wichita, Kan., area to
prepare for potentially damaging storms.

(USA Today Tuesday, May 4, 1999)

Passage 3

Forty-five Killed in “Tornado Alley(#%i&)”

Thousands left homeless amid the suburban rubble, reports Giles
Whittell in Oklahoma City

ACROSS central Oklahoma yesterday, shocked survivors
picked through the wreckage of entire neighbourhoods wiped out by
some of the most powerful tornados on record.

Forty-five people were feared dead, with the number expected
to rise as rescuers( E$# ) continued their search for bodies and

thousands of homeless survivors moved into make-shift (I B 9 )
sheltersGBEST) . .

Cars and lorries were hurled (# ) across freeways, railway
tracks were uprooted(£#24%#28) and rows of houses were reduced to
rubble. At least five funnel clouds(#& -}z ) blew areas of destruction
up to three miles wide in a tornado alley from south of Oklahoma
City to as far north as Wichita, Kansas.

“It’s like the Oklahoma City bombing all over again,” Jim
Primble said, surveying the flattened remains of a block of flats that
used to be his home. Terrified home-owners put their trust in storm
shelters or upturned(#i;33¥#) baths and were often left with little
else.

The worst tornado touched down near Chickasha, 50 miles
southwest of Oklahoma City, soon after Spm on Monday. With
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winds of at least 260mph (miles per hour), it moved steadily north-
east in a mile-wide path.

By yesterday morning there were 11 confirmed deaths in Bridge
Creek, near Oklahoma City. In the city itself eight people died and
about 1,000 homes were destroyed. A further 750 houses were lev-
elled in nearby Del City, while in Moore a church choir ("8 % ¥t )
room became a temporary mortuary (K ¥ [8). Injured survivors
stumbled ( Bk gk % ) into hospital from suburbs reduced to cracked
wood and piles of carpeting. '

Robert Sheppard took his wife, two children and some neigh-
bours into his storm shelter and clung (& #M) to its wooden door.
The tornado ripped it from his hands. “I dove({ff F 5 ) over on top
of my wife and kids and just held on to them. There was a tremen-
dous(E X ) noise and pressure on the ears.” '

The scene in Moore was one of chaos(iE#f) yesterday: rows of
houses demolished except for their kitchens, cars dragged into front
gardens and every tree stripped (# % ) bare (¥ X # ). In Mr.
Sheppard’s front garden a sofa swung (R ¥ % %) from a tree’s
branches.

About 150 miles to the north, a separate funnel cloud up to
three miles wide hit Wichita later, killing five and injuring at least
100. The southern suburb of Haysville awoke to scenes of devasta-
tion. Chad Harris, 19, was cast down a hill in his caravan(# %)
home with eight friends, some of whom are in a critical (f& & &Y)
condition.

With gas leaks(itt#) in many areas and at least 80, 000 homes
without power, a state of emergency was declared( & #) in Kansas
and Oklahoma, clearing the way for National Guard troops and mili-
tary lorries to help in the search for survivors. “This is the worst
storm devastation I have ever heard of, ” said Oklahoma’s Governor,
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Frank Keating.
( The Times Wednesday, May 5, 1999)

Passage 4
Deadly storms that descend (% % ) like giant spinning (€ ¥ #9)
skaters

TORNADOS are unpredictable (F# i #l#5), deadly, and far
from fully understood (Nigel Hawkes, Science Editor, writes).
They are always linked to thunderstorms, and the most violent (1% %!
#1), such as those that hit Oklahoma, form in an intense (& ZIfY)
storm known as a supercell (H%& <) .

Those powerful systems develop when winds vary greatly with

height, and cool, dry air lies above warm, moist(#&#7) air about a
mile deep. A thin, stable($&E#) layer separates the two.

If the moist air breaks through that barrier (J#H), it can rise
swiftly (1Ri##1 ) . Water vapour carried up by the rising air condenses
(8% ), releasing (B #) hidden heat and warming the air further, so
that it is driven yet higher at speeds of up to 150mph, to form a
towering thunderhead( B & # KAL) .

Normal thunderstorms contain several updraughts (18 £ < )
and downdraughts that interfere with each other, but supercells con-

tain no more than one or two, which makes them long-lived and sta-
ble. Persistent(##4£#) supercells may form a series of mesocyclones
(95 5E), regions of updraught one to three miles in diameter that
rotate(#€% ) with wind speeds of 50mph or more.

As one mesocyclone decays(#i& ) and dies, another is created
as the storm moves slowly across country. Those are the breeding
grounds(#4:H#1) of tornados, regions in which the size of the rotat-
ing air decreases but its speed rises, like a spinning skater drawing in
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her arms. A typical tornado is a hundred feet or so across, lasts less
than ten minutes, with wind speeds of less than 110mph. But the
most violent can last for more than an hour and generate (= 4 )
winds speeds of more than 200mph. The tornados that caused such
destruction in Kansas and Oklahoma were up to one and a half miles
wide, with wind speeds of 260 to 320mph. At least one looked like
the mushroom cloud(B#: = ) from a nuclear explosion( Jf F# &%)
rather than a typical twister.

A tornado is always in contact with the ground: those that do
not reach the ground are called funnel clouds. Surprisingly, contact
with the ground does not slow the vortex(5€®.) down very much. It
might even be a major cause of tornados. That is because friction ( B
#) with the ground causes rotating air to fall inwards, creating the
spinning skater effect.

They can occur anywhere, but are commonest at this time of
year, when cool, dry air from the north meets fast, warm, humid
winds from the south. The tornado season begins in March in re-
gions bordering (7£ - #1% ) the Gulf of Mexico (B @ & ®& ), and
moves further north into Kansas, Iowa( 4 ) and Nebraska(#
HHErMHA) in May and June.

On average (F3## ¥ ), 80 people a year die in the United
States as a result of tornados, and this century about 20 tornados
have caused severe casualties(#T-), notably(4$5/# ) that of March
18, 1925, that left 689 people dead in Indiana( EP$EZF M), Illinois
(FHEMN) and Missouri( HEFHFEM) .

( The Times Wednesday, May 5, 1999)




Exercise 1

1. Short answer questions
1.

(98]

| 41

Who was going to visit some outlying towns around Oklahoma
City?

. Why were the police and National Guard troops gathered?

. During the tornadoes, where might people shelter themselves?

. According to the reports, what was the path of the most severe

tornadoes?

. What size was the area cut by the tornadoes?

. How fast was the tornadoes?

. With what did the local people compare the damage caused by

the tornadoes?

. How many people died in Oklahoma tornadoes?
. What caused the tornadoes in the United States?
10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
16.
17.
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What months did the tornadoes often happen in the United
States?

True or false

The most devastating storm happened on Tuesday around Okla-
homa City.

A lot of people tried to save anything valuable from the rubble
after the series of tornadoes.

Many people died because of the downed live power and gas
lines.

In the reports, the twister in Oklahoma and the one in Kansas
were both presented.

The youngest victim (##£% ) was a one-year-old baby boy.
The oldest victim was Katherine Burch, 74 years old.

The tornado is formed when the cool, dry air is under the
warm, humid air.



18.
19.
20.
III.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

The reason why supercells are so stable is that the supercells on-
ly contain one or two updraughts.

The touch with the ground will even help the formation of tor-
nadoes.

The worst tornado was the one reported by these passages.
Translation from English into Chinese

Oklahomans spend another severe day surveying losses from a
devastating series of tornadoes.

In Mubhall, to the north, and Bridge Creek, to the east,
shocked townsfolk picked their way through the rubble of
schools, markets, and homes, looking for something to
recover.

Police and emergency workers combed through the debris as
darkness fell for survivors.

As the severe storms moved out Oklahoma by late evening,
weather forecasters urged residents in the Wichita, Kansas are
to prepare for potentially damaging storms.

Cars and lorries were hurled across freeway, railway tracks were
uprooted and rows of houses were reduced to rubble.

I dove over on top of my wife and kids and just held on to them.
With gas leaks in many areas and at least 80, 000 homes without
power, a state of emergency was declared in Kansas and Okla-
homa.

Tornadoes are unpredictable, deadly, and far from fully under-
stood.

At least one tornado looked like the mushroom cloud from a nu-
clear explosion rather than a typical twister.

That is because friction with the ground causes rotating air to
fall inwards, creating the spinning skater effect.



IV. Translation from Chinese into English

3., XEEF LT EAFETRIB, (It was reported that .. .)

32. FERER.LT FMEER AL, (be reduced to)

33. BIEAW T LA T, (interfere with)

34.BELETHNAHNRBAEXFEXNRE, (spend)

5. BRI EFERHEREM, (in contact with)

36. EBUR-TRITHT, LS. iR, R— U EL N EEER.
(known as)

37 FHER, BFERA=ZTEEMERE., (on average)

. BERAZEI AR TREFTEL . (as a result of)

39 SREEHT M MR AH — B 5, KE E 8 /N 260 KB,
(up to) ‘

0. M HTFAM— A BAYKRLE R, (be linked with)

V. Filling in the blanks

hard-hit all-night storm-struck five-hour long-lived make-

shift

41. period 42. curfew
43, residents 44 . suburbs
45. shelters 46. tornadoes
V1. Finding the synonyms

47. rubble

48. destroy

49. rip

50. hurl
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