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Listening

Class game: Guess the student
Think of a person in your class. The other students in the class have to guess which student
you are thinking about by asking you questions. (e.g. Is it a boy? Does he/she have black hair?)
You can only answer Yes or No.

You will hear four people, each describing a different person they know. In the spaces provided, write
which person A-F is being described. There are two extra photographs which you do not need to use.

Speaker 1 Speaker 3
Speaker 2 Speaker 4

You will now listen to the tape again. Match the names of the people being described with the
description of the personality/character that best suits each of them. There is one extra option

which you do not need to use. ) .
y friendly and outgoing

Ruth quiet and clever
John
hardworking and responsible
Kathleen
Peter active and optimistic

humorous and forgetful
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ACTIVITY 1

Two of the people in the photographs on page 6 were not described on the tape. Describe them,
talking about their age/face/hair/eyes etc. Use the vocabulary given.

e UL -
i young/middie-aged  round/oval face i
i slim/chubby straight/curly/wavy hair i
i thin/fat black/brown/blue/green eyes i
e e e e e e o o o o e e e -

ACTIVITY 2

The speakers you heard on the tape did not only describe the people’s appearance but they
also mentioned something about their personality/character.

Think of someone you know well. Describe this person’s appearance and personality/character.
Use the vocabulary and expressions given.

s VOCABULARY ---——- : Suggested expressions
I . . . I
E shy intelligent  friendly 1 He/She is very/quite...but sometimes...
| outgoing creative responsible | | ol
| humorous  selfish helpful E i
| polite generous  lazy i In general...
L e 4 He/She likes...so...
ACTIVITY 3

Look at the picture on the
right, which shows a
teenager’s bedroom. What
can you say about his/her
interests and
personality/character? Use
the expressions given.

Suggested expressions

| think he/she likes...because... | suppose he/she is interested in...as...
He/She has got...so... He/She must enjoy/be...because...



Unit 1

Reading

Describe your best friend’s appearance and personality.
What interests do you and your friend share?

ACTIVITY 1

A teenage magazine is running a competition and
is inviting its readers to write a description of their
best friend. Read the description written by a 1

teenager about his best friend Mark. What does the ;;@‘
&,

writer like about Mark?

I have known my friend Mark since I was eight. ] feel
that I know him well enougn to consider him my best friend.

Mark is now in his mid-teens. He is of medium height,
with almond-shaped, brown eyes and short, straight, blonde

nair. He loves trendy clothes. :
Marrk is very lively and vsually quite talkative. One of %
the things that X admire most about him (s his ambition. \If he :

wants to achieve something, hell work really hard to make it
happen. What's more, he is very understanding and tries to
help people whenever he can.

He likes ta spend his free time with his friends. Together
we go bike-riding round our neighbourhood. We also listen to
music, mostly rock. He never cleans nis room, which is
something his parents are always complaining about.

Mark is a good friend and someone I can always rely
on. Im sure that we'll continue to be friends for c long time

P Ty

ACTIVITY 2
Each of the following statements corresponds to one of the paragraphs in the description.
Write the numbers 1-5 in the boxes provided.

In this paragraph the writer:
a. describes how he feels about his friend.

b. tells us about his friend’s personality/character.

(3]

. presents the person he is going to describe.

d. describes his friend’s physical appearance.

HiNnEn

e. presents his friend’s interests.




WRITING PLAN

Unit 1

A description of a person can be written for many different reasons: to be included in a letter, a story, a
police report etc. Below is a general plan of a description, with questions to guide you.

* give general

Introduction %ﬁ information about the

person

describe the person'’s:

* appearance/physical

Main part g* characteristics

(2-3 paragraphs)

* personality/character

* interests

Conclusion g%

* give your general
opinion about this

person

GUIDE TO WRITING

1 Use appropriate tenses.

Use the Present Simple when
you describe people you know

What is the person’s name?

How did you meet this person?

What is your relationship to him/her?
Why are you writing about this person?

What does this person look like (age, facial features, hair etc.)?
How does this person dress? What is/was he/she wearing?
What sort of personality/character does he/she have?

What does this person like doing in his/her free time?

What does this person like/dislike?

What do you think of this person?
Do you like him/her?

2 Start a new paragraph
for every major point.
This will make it easier for

now, the Past Simple when you
describe people you met in the
past and the Past Simple for

people who are no longer alive.

4 Include a variety of
adjectives in your
description. Look at the
table for ideas.

the reader to follow your 3 Group similar pieces of
description.

information together.

For instance, do not
describe a person'’s facial
features and clothes in the
same sentence.

general
appearance

beautiful, pretty, handsome, good-looking, attractive
tall, short, well-built, thin, slim, chubby, fat
young, old, middle-aged, elderly

facial
features

face: round, oval, long
eyes: big, small, aimond-shaped, brown, blue
nose: big, small, long, straight, crooked, rounded

hair

straight, curly, wavy, long, short, thick, thin
blonde, brown, dark, grey

clothes

trendy, fashionable, casual, formal, shabby

personality/
character

outgoing, nervous, calm, talkative, friendly, patient,
optimistic, pessimistic, quick-tempered, self-confident,
sensitive, trustworthy, pleasant, selfish, aggressive,
considerate, shy, honest, creative, responsible, helpful

5 Use the following

order of adjectives

when you put several

opinion size/length | age | shape/type | colour |+ noun
good-looking slim young men
beautiful long curly black | hair

adjectives before a
noun.
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ACTIVITY 1

Below is part of a description of a famous person. Use the adjectives in the box to complete
the blanks.

well-dressed caring confident fair shy short
fashionable blue attractive big tall casual

Diana, Princess of Wales, was a(n) (i,
(2) woman. She had (3) skin and
(4), (5) eyes. Her hair was neatly cut
and (6) in length.
Princess Diana was always (7) and liked

were usually made by famous designers. However, when she was on holiday with her children she

enjoyed wearing (9) clothes.

During her first appearances with Prince Charles she was very (10) and didn’t
speak much. Later on, however, she became more (11). Unlike most members of
the Royal Family, she was more involved with ordinary people. She was a very (12)

person who supported various charities.

ACTIVITY 2

Complete the description using
the information given below.
The introduction and the N
conclusion have already been —— ] -

written for you. _ S

My favourite aunt is my aunt Karen She is a very
interesting person and a really good 1 friend. -

Occupation: social worker o
Age: 38 R -
Height: 1.50 cm - )
Build: slim R
Eyes: brown, big, wears e .
glasses - -
Hair: dark, wavy, S
shoulder-length o
Clothes: comfortable, casual S
Personality/ N - | B
Character: patient, sensitive, e
a good-listener, -
caring S
Interests: horse-riding, S -
reading, painting - B
(sells her paintings) | _ - -

My aint s a specal person uho has helped e onmany
#  ACTVITY 3 occasions. She is someone I can frust and depend o~
Task for homework. =

Your school newspaper has a column called The person | admire most. Write a description of a person for this
column. (120-180 words)
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Listening
- PRE-LISTENING

Can you think of a building which has really impressed you? Describe it.

~ACTIVITY 1

You will hear four people each describing a different building they have seen while on holiday.
Choose which building A-E each speaker is describing. Write your answers in the spaces
provided. There is one extra picture which you do not need to use.

Sy T
L

||]
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a restaurant a hotel a theatre

-

a castle a museum
Speaker 1 Speaker 3
Speaker 2 Speaker 4

You will hear a tour guide talking about castles. For questions 1-4, complete the sentences
using a word or a short phrase.

1 Walls were built around a castle in order to

2 A moat was a narrow channel filled with

3 Kings and Queens, noble and knights lived in castles.
4 In times of danger, the local people went to their

11



Unit 2

ACTIVITY 1

Describe the area you live in. Use the vocabulary given.

---------------- VOCABULARY ---mmomommeme

clean/polluted atmosphere in the city centre/in the suburbs

v K
| quiet/busy wide/narrow streets |
i block of flats peaceful/dangerous i
i large/small population friendly/impersonal E
I 1
I |

ACTIVITY 2

Your friend’s family (parents, two boys, one girl) are going to move to your area and are looking
for a house to buy. Look at plans A and B, showing two different types of houses. Find the
similarities and differences and make notes in the space provided.

Then, use the notes you have made, the vocabulary and the suggested expressions to discuss
which house you think would be more suitable for your friend’s family, giving reasons.

SWIMMING
~POOL

BEDROOM 1 =
=a

DINING BILLIARD
ROOM ROOM

\d

——— LIVING ROOM
&
| KITCHEN

BEDROOM 3

BEDROOM 1 |BATHROOM KITCHEN
/U =
LIVING
HALLWAY ROOM
BEDROOM 2) DINING ROOM
|=‘
=
S
BEDROOM 3 \J \[ GARAGE
STUDY W.C. L

12
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Similarities o Dif ferences e
Py VO'C A BRI - - 1 Suggested expressions
| . - |
| en;o;xd large/big/small | | believe...would be more suitable because...
|
| SETSNRARIS: RS | House...has/hasn’t got... , so...
I necessary water closet (W.C.) ! | o
| extra/more convenient | VEINTY SREERE o
b e e e e J
ACTIVITY 3

Imagine you are a tourist and have just bought a map of Greensted, the town you are visiting.

Work in pairs. Student A turn to page 14 and Student B turn to page 15.

Don't look at each other's map. Each map is the same but has different details missing. Ask each other
questions in order to fill in the missing details. Use the vocabulary given.

i e N

/Example
Question: What’s the building next to the playground?
Answer: The Leisure Centre.

. e — ——

r--—— VOCABULARY -----

i opposite on the right/left E
I in front of next to !
E behind diagonally across E
i across from  near i
s o o s e e o o 0 o - i -

13
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" PLAYGROUND |
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Population: (4) Leisure Centre: Open from to (5) Town Hall: Built in 1835
Founded: 1350 Car park holds 200 cars Animals in National Park: deer, rabbits,
Fire Station Tower: _ (6) metres in height

) (7)




Unit 2

Reading

PRE-READING

Can you identify the five landmarks below? What do you know about them?

ACTIVITY 1

As part of a class project, students have been asked to describe a famous landmark. Read
the description below, written by a student. What is the writer’s overall impression of the
Eiffel Tower?

One of the world’s most famous landmarks is the !
Eiffel Tower, which was designed and built by Alexandre i
G. Eiffel in 1889. It is located in the centre of Paris and {
has become a major tourist attraction, with thousands of '
tourists visiting it every year.

What makes the Eiffel tower so special is its design
and height. Being 300 metres high, this impressive tower
is one of the tallest landmarks in Paris and can be seen
from great distances. Of course most people prefer to visit
and admire it up close.

The Eiffel Tower has three levels. By taking a lift or
climbing hundreds of stairs, you can visit the restaurant
on the first level and have a delicious French meal. The
other two levels each have an observation deck, where
you can enjoy grand views of Paris.

However, the Eiffel Tower is not only a tourist
attraction. The department of meteorology has a weather
station and an antenna at the top. This makes it even
taller.

Without a doubt, the Eiffel Tower is an impressive
and unforgettable sight. It is truly worth visiting.

ACTIVITY 2

Answer these questions:
a. Which tenses are used in the description? Why?
b. What is the topic of each paragraph?

16




