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% 1 Uncle Sam’s Islands

Part A Additional Background Information

1. Uncle Sam

Uncle Sam, nickname and cartoon image used to personify the U. S. government. It is
derived from the initials U. S. and was first popularized on supply containers during the War
of 1812. The first visual representation or caricature of an Uncle Sam figure, attired in stars
and stripes, appeared in political cartoons in 1832. The character came to be seen as a
shrewd Yankee, possibly after the character Brother Jonathan in the play The Contrast
(1787) by Royall Tyler. In the 20th century Uncle Sam has usually been depicted with a
tall, thin man having a white beard and wearing a blue swallow-tailed coat, red-and-white-
striped trousers, and a tall hat with a band of stars, In 1961 the U. S, Congress adopted the
figure as a national symbol. Now when people say Uncle Sam, it may mean; the first is the
U. S. government personified; the second is the America or the American people and the
United States of America,

2. Introduction to the United States of America

History: It is the story of how the republic developed from colonial beginnings in the
16th century, when the first European explorers arrived, until modern times, The 13
colonies they founded along the eastern seaboard became the United States in the late 18th
century. As the nation developed, it expanded westward from small settlements along the
Atlantic Coast, eventually including all the territory between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans
across the middle of the North American continent, as well as two noncontiguous. states and
a number of territories.

People: The United States began as an immigrant society, and it has continued to be a
mingling of immigrants ever since. Even Native Americans, the first people to live in North
America descended from people who arrived from Asia many thousands of years ago. Since
1820, 63 million immigrants have arrived in the United States, ‘The populatign of the United
States has grown continuously, from 4 million at the first national census in 1790, to 63
million in 1890, to 250 million in 1990. The estimated U. S. population for the year 2001 is
278 058 880, third in the world behind China and India. Nearly 5 percent of the earth’s
inhabitants live in the United States. Only 6 percent of Americans in the 1990 census
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reported spoke little or no English.

Geography: The United States of America is a federal republic on the continent of North
America. It has an area of 9 629 047 sq km (3 717 796 sq mi) and is the third largest country
in the world after Russia and Canada. The United States consists of 48 contiguous states and
the noncontiguous states of Alaska and Hawaii, Each state has a capital, which is the center
of the state government, The 50 U. S. states vary widely in size and population. The largest
state in area is Alaska at 1 593 438 sq km (615 230 sq mi), followed by Texas, and
California. The smallest state is Rhode Island, with an area of 3,188 sq km (1 231 sq mi).
Thestate with the largest population is California (33 871 648 in 2000) , followed by Texas,
and New. York. Only 493 782 people (in 2000) live on the plateaus and rugged mountains
of Wyoming, the least populous state. Each state is subdivided into counties, with the
exception of Louisiana, where comparable political units are called parishes. In addition, the
United States includes a number of outlying areas, such as the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands of the United States, which are located on the Caribbean Sea,
and the islands of American Samoa and Guam, located in the Pacific Ocean. The national
capital is Washington D. C. , located along the banks of the Potomac River between the
states of Maryland and Virginia.

Part B Difficult Words & Phrases

1. dot v, to scatter BEFHA T, A

2. wince v, to shrink or draw back slightly, as in pain, embarrassment, ete. £&,%
B, B8 (REm)

3. palpable a. that can be felt physically or touched; clear to the mind B H,. 5
SRS, B B W A

4, resemble v, (not in progressive or passive) to be similar to #f{l, 5l

5. vote for  to elect or dismiss someone by voting BRI

6. thrive on to enjoy or be successful in conditions that other people, businesses etc
find difficult or unpleasant g

7. stick with to stay close to someone HF

8. rankle v, to upset or annoy a lot 1%k

9, assimilate v, to think about new ideas, information etc. so that you feel ready to

use them or to take food WL, B4 G BAR . Brocb 4
Part C Additional Notes to the Text

1. Their citizens are a diverse bunch; Caribbean blacks, Latin Americans, Pacific

islanders, mainland expatriates, in all a little under 4m people. (LL1—2, Para. 2,

P RISEMNEREMEBENBLABEEANRIFLGR EAX A XE KR
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2. As empires go, this is a democratic one. (L1,Para. 3,P1) S5—#a97F E%FAELH,
ZESEFRERER TR,

Y as: as far as. .. be concerned

3. To varying degrees, each possession answers to a branch of the federal government
in Washington D. C. , and is subject to American laws. (LLL3-—5,Para. 3,P1) #&—
JB 3t B [FVRR B b J Ay B R X R S BURT B — N 3 L (D , R EE B A AK.
% answer to sb/sth: to give an explanation to someone, especially about something

that you have done wrong ()3 A BT e4) g % |
% be subject to; to be dependent on something else %X B ;B F

4. Harder to put figures on, but no less palpable, is the economic benefit of being
American. - (LL1—2,Para. 3,P2) {fEAEEA, (01D B kB2 5 R 22 R A
FRER XA BILEDY.

w AR B3 A, IE % 1B % M % & : The economic benefit of being American is
harder to put figures on, but no less palpable.

5. The Virgin Islands’ GNP per head ( $ 9.750 in 1986) is four times that of
independent Antigua and Barbuda nearby. (LL6—7, Para. 3,P2) #/REESHHA
BERA™BECS 9750, 1986 ) RBITMILMER/AS MEMEHHIME.

6. St Thomas and St Croix, also beautiful, are daiquiri-fuelled, - yacht-clogged
playgrounds for wealthy Americans. (LL5—6,Para. 2,P3) XEBITNXEDZHE
W RS BIEERE, ERE REANEEANR KR,

% Daiquiri: iced drink Q% H#
% clog: to become blocked 5% I8

7. The islands have next to no natural resources beyond their beauty and climate. (L1,
Para. 3,P3) XUHIS(GERABHBRTIREW. . SBEAN BRETMAR
BR.

% next to; almost JLF,EARE

8. Among the issues that rankle is Guam’s inclusion in the protectionist Jones Act,
which requires that American ships be used between American ports. (LL3—4,Para,
8,P3) 3% & NBEI K A9 H P — (BB 35 E SR AR Y 3 MGt
FOWRwTERE, & Rk R, X EM R £ AR,

% rankle: to cause lasting bitterness or resentment %X -

Part D OQutline of the Article

Part 1 (Para. 1): Nature of the islands

‘Part 2 (Para. 2) . Total population and size of the islands
Part 3 (Para. 3): Political status of the islands

Part 4 (Paras. 4—8); Overall feelings of the colonials
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1. Showing little enthusiasm over independence

2. Contented with economic benefits

Part S (Paras. 9-—10): Puerto Rico

Part 6 (Paras, 11—13): The Virgin Islands

Part 7 (Paras, 14—16): Samoa

Part 8 (Paras. 17—19): Guam

Part 9 (Paras. 20—22): The Northern Marianas Islands
Part 10 (Paras. 23—25) ;: Washington D. C.

Part E Answers to the Questions

SN ol

. The people on those islands enjoy the rights of American citizenship including the

rights to live and work on the mainland and the economic benefits,

On Virgin Islands, people drive on the left and in America on the right.

The economy of tourism brings the Virgin Islands the greatest benefit.

American Samoa is the least assimilated.

Tiny Wake Island, a place where America’s day begins.

The Northern Marianas have had a long colonial history. The Spanish held them for
300 years. Then in 1898, Germany took over the islands. After WWI, they were
entrusted to Japan. Finally in 1945, they became an American trust territory.
Japanese. Because plenty of Japanese visit here every year.

. The people in the District of Columbia can vote for the federal president (and pay

federal taxes).



;9“‘:&.:;

i 2 The Wild West’s Legacy of Shame
S,

Part A Additional Background Information

1. Removal Act of 1830

The Indian Removal Act was passed in May 1830; it empowered the president of the
United States to move eastern Native Americans west of the Mississippi, to what was then
“Indian Territory” (now essentially Oklahoma). Although it was supposed to be voluntary,
removal became mandatory whenever the federal government felt it necessary. The memory
of these brutal forced marches of Native Americans, sometimes in the dead of winter,
remained vivid for years to come in the minds of those who survived.

2. The History of American Indians

Native Americans are the peoples who are indigenous to the Americans, They also have
been known as American Indians. The name Indian was first applied to them by Christopher
Columbus, who believed mistakenly that the mainland and islands of America were part of
the Indies, in Asia.

Chickasaw R EA CEHSGHNHFHEEAN—HEBA), Native North American
tribe of the Muskogean linguistic: family, closely related to the Choctaw. They formerly
occupied what are now northern Mississippi and the adjacent parts of Tennessee, Kentucky,
and Alabama. The Chickasaw, who lived in dwellings constructed alongside streams and
rivers rather than in villages, obtained food by hunting, fishing, and farming. Originally
they were a warlike people, controlling a large territory and raiding nearby tribes such as the
Choctaw, Creek, Cherokee, and Shawnee. Conquered people of other tribes, as well as
some African American slaves, were absorbed into the Chickasaw tribe.

Throughout the colonial period the Chickasaw supported the English against the
French, who tried unsuccessfully to subdue them. During the American Revolution (1775—
1783), the Chickasaw gave support to the British Army. Afterward the Chickasaw

established friendly relations with the new nation. In the early 19th century the;Chickasaw

ceded most of their territory to the United States in various treaties. In the 1830s the entire
5000-member tribe was forcibly relocated to Indian Territory (now Oklahoma). There they
sct up a system of self-government modeled on that of the United States; because of this
system they were included as one of the so-called Five Civilized Tribes, When Oklahoma was

R O] e TR S SR )
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made a state in 1907, new settlers flooded Chickasaw lands. In 1990 the Chickasaw and their
descendants numbered 20 631.

It is estimated that at the time of first European contact, North and South America was
inhabited by more than 90 million people: about 10 million in America north of present—day
Mexico; 30 million in Mexico; 11 million in Central America; 445 000 in the Caribbean
islands; 30 million in the South American Andean region; and 9 million in the remainder of
South America. These population figures are a rough estimate (some authorities cite much
lower figures); exact figures are impossible to ascertain. When colonists began keeping
records, the Native American populations had been drastically reduced by war, famine,

forced labor, and epidemics of diseases introduced through contact with Europeans.
Part B Difficult Words & Phrases

color vt. to influence Ny

stuff n. the basic matter of which a thing consists %%, HZ&

dark adj. hopeless; sad THEH, ELHB

desensitize v¢, to render insensitive or less sensitive {HTCHH, HERARAR{
momentum n.  (fig. , of events) impetus gained by movement &3, #4[H
outnumber vt. to be greater in number than e+ A

NS W

. reprisal n. (W AE L acts of retaliation, esp. of one country on another during a
war R 54T H
8. admonish vt. to give a mild warning or a gentle reproof to 458,34
9. enlightened adj. free from ignorance, prejudice, superstition 3CBAfY, FFBHE
10. relentless adj. without pity, cruel FEEH,.BREH
11. exempt vt. to free (from an obligation) &k
12. ratify vt&.  to confirm (an agreement) by signature or other formality #t4E
13. quintessential adj. WEIfK)
14. romanticize v. to make an event sound more romantic by adding interesting and
exciting details {#yR&{L, FEEL
15. encroachment n. sth gained by encroaching 85, &®
16. fragile adj. easily broken BE§H '
17. valiant adj. brave BER
18. ruthlessness n, being cruel FIFH
19. bloodthirsty adj. cruel and eager to take life ZBZH
20. remnant n. small part that remains F{RY, @A
21. wither vt. to (cause to) become dry, faded }2%, AR
22. bountiful adj. bounteous {FHEH
23. exalt vt.  to make greater in power or dignity 278 HfI
24, genocide n.  extermination of a race or community by mass murder Fiif K %



25,
26.

Part C

discharge v. to fire a gun F (), WMUE)
brave n. a worrior of a North American Indian tribe :lt%Ep%g‘f%B?éﬁﬁ%

+, 3+
Additional Notes to the Text

Certainly, America’s western expansion was in many ways an epic of courage and
endurance. (LL1—2,Para.2,P8) ¥R, EEWY EMREHEHET LIIERE—FFB
ST )R

% in many ways: 7EiF % H H

In the early days of settlement along the Atlantic shore the colonists and the Indians
got along together. Their ways of life were different, but there was room for both.
(LL1—2,Para. 4,P8) FPAATHEREWHEARERRE L ENERA ML
AT E T AR B HE REREE.

% get along: to manage 1%, 7E ;B MAL

The various tribes were often confederations or nations, and at first, the new
settlers treated them as independent powers., (LL1—2,Para. 5,P8) R[aEE#
HEAFRBARER, R iR B REER IR EIIE M MEK.

“We are more enlightened and more powerful than the Indian nations. It behooves
our honor to treat them with kindness and even generosity. ”(LL.3—4,Para. 9, P8)
“BA HSEP%Z?AE)’CHB‘Eﬁiﬁ,?@/Tﬁfﬂﬂ‘]%’iﬁfﬂﬁf&ﬂ]?ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ
R

% behoove: (FiEH 1t)X‘J’(%A)1§£5K B

The white man’s concept of land ownership was alien to the Indians. (I.1,Para. 11,
P8) Eﬁkﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁ ‘3@%?&)\%%‘:{:&9‘]%33@%%2":]%

% be alien to; 5 «-----fH KB

None were to be exempted—even those tribes who had made an effort to learn the
white man’s ways were forced to move. (LL1—2,Para. 3,P9) B G AgEE4p —it
EHRLE L F1% 5 AR AR TE B R A RS BT .

% make an effort to do sth: ¥ it EHE

% be forced to do sth: giEMHEFE

One in four Cherokees died during the forced winter migration along what become
known as the “Trail of Tears”. (LL2—3,Para. 4,P9) ZEiB IS THE T, A
W2z —HIPEAFRET , XATHEZERZ A SN “HAZE”.

The Plains tribes were the quintessential storybook Indians—proud, fierce,
magnificent horsemen, skillful hunters and fearless warriors. (LL1- 2, Para. 8,
PORWIR L B#R7% S5 RS H 4 il R A R A ENSE & A —— 17 B 3 3R 4R
OARE BARE. EEN.

Yet most still choose to live apart, preserving what they can of their way of life.
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(L1.Para. 7,P 10)  RWABBENHE L ANERE RS TR, A1 AT RER 3 (1)
A mEE .

10. The bountiful and practically empty New World had ample room for both peoples to
work out their differences peacefully. (LL1—2,Para. 8,P10) FE R U #“Hit
R XU ERA RS L, M2 sk AT U FF R R
Y% work out: R

Part D Outline of the Article

Part 1 (Paras. 1-—7); Two different views on the Westward March
1. An epic of courage and endurance
2. A bitter tale of misunderstanding, greed and betrayal
Part 2 (Paras. 8—18) : Indians’sufferings at the hands of the colonists
1. ‘Used as pawns in the white colonists’ internecine wars
2. Cheated out of the land ownership
3. Driven into ever-shrinking reservations
4. Deceived by colonists’ promises and treaties
Part 3 (Paras, 19—21): Indians’ reaction to the maltreatment
1. Repeated concessions
2. Resisting when cornered
Part 4 (Paras. 22—28): Evaluation of the Indian War
1. Hollywood’s portrayal: a valiant struggle
2. Author’s view; a vicious war
Part 5 (Paras. 29—31): Present conditions of the Indians
1. Confined to reservations
2. Loss of identities of many tribes
3. Living in isolation and desperation
Part 6 (Paras. 32—38) : Principles that should have been observed in treating Indians
1. Lofty principles of freedom and justice

2. Principle of righteousness
Part E Answers to the Questions

1. America’s western expansion was in many ways an epic of courage and endurance.
Dogged pioneers opened up new territory and forged a nation from the wilderness.

2. The Westward Movement was a sad, bitter tale of misunderstanding, greed and
betrayal to the Indians.

3. The Indians and the colonists in the early days of their settlement got along
together. Their ways of life were different, but there was room for both.
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<

They became pawns in the white man’s struggle to control North America. Those
who found themselves on the losing side suffered reprisals by the victors.

No, the Indians were not treated kindly as advised by George Washington. They
were exploited, forced from their homelands by the relentless European expansion.
The Indian Removal Act of 1830 gave the president power to relocate all the
Eastern Indian tribes west of the Mississippi.

No, the white colonists did not observe the act strictly.

At first, the Plains Indians tried to accommodate the relentless encroachment on
their hunting rounds.

To the mind of the author, the real heroes were those voices of reason on both sides
who tried to stop the bloodshed. _

No, I do not agree with him. There are, two kinds of wars. .. a just war and an
unjust war. Indians’ resistence was a just struggle in defending their land and
property.

It is unfortunate that the conquest of the Wild West is universally regarded as a
glorious saga of courage and opportunity. It was rather, just another sad, violent
chapter in the long history of man’s inability to share with, cooperate with and love
his neighbor as himself.
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3 A Lot of Rubbish

Part A Additional Background Information

1. Pollution in the United States

Although the United States has only 5. 5% population of the total in the world, this
country has been using up 28% energy of the world. It is reported that the USA produces
rubbish occupying the first place in the developed countries. So the central government of
the USA and states have passed the following main laws: Water Pollution Control Act
(1948) , Water Quality Act (1965), Natural Environmental Policy (1970), Clean Air Act
(1970. 11), Noise Control Act (1972).

2. The Explosion of Cities

After millennia of growth so slow that each generation hardly noticed it, the cities are
suddenly racing off in every direction. The world population goes up by two per cent a year,
city population goes up by four percent a year, but in the big cities the race may be as much
as five and six percent a year, There is no reason to believe that this pace will slacken. As
technology gradually swallows up all forms of work, industrial and agricultural, the rural
areas are going to shrink, just as they have shrunk in the United States, and the vast
majority of their people will move into the city. This enormous increase will go ahead

whatever we do, and we have to remember that the new cities devour space.

Part B Difficult Words & Phrases

refuse n. waste or worthless material 1;i%, E4

affluence n. wealth E#

contentious adj. likely to cause contention TWJEES | F LK

skyrocketing adj. JEEKAT, KEKA

landfill n.  HEME X b7 iR b

mandatory adj. of covering a command, compulsory SR#IHEE , U2 B 17
haul v¢. to pull (with effort or force) #g,%I

shred vf. to tear or scrape into pieces #HERBEH

debris n. scattered broken pieces; wreckage HELHIBH

PN -
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11.
12.
13,

harbinger n.  sb or sth that foretells the coming of sb or sth 53K, #jJk
ubiquitous adj. present everywhere or in several places at the same JCETATER
polyester n. ZEIURRLF 4

hike v£.  to raise (prices, etc. ) fiiee-+e- ¥k

Part C Additional Notes to the Text

Our production of refuse, now about 160 million tons a year, will rise to 193 million
tons by the end of the century if nqthing is done. (LL1—2,Para.1,P 14) MR FF
BUAHE , BB B 7= Bl S50, BE R 1. 6 {20k, BlA k2 K% 73] 1. 93 120,
Old dumps, which now get 80 percent of all garbage, are filling up, and new ones
have become virtually impossible to build—the result of skyrocketing land costs,
increasingly stringent environmental regulations and shrill public opposition to new
landfills “in my back-yard”. (LL3—6,Para. 2,P14) S80%BIARIRIZME B,
BB HIRGILF —A AT RE A — LR 2 A SR Bk SRR A 8 e R ™ LA 2 2 Ak
WA T B SR B B S H bR .
% virtually: almost or nearly
With this grim prospect, new methods are required, all variations on the only four
ways available to deal with garbage. (LL1—2,Para. 3,P.14) [ FaiE 4 AL, &
SR BB Y (BLRACED Jp 8k , 3675 DURP AR fL g 7 L T it ik 4%
Trash that can’t be recycled, another 2,200 tons a day, will eventually be burned in
three waste-to-energy plants, (LL4—5,Para. 2,P15) XA 2,200 WiAgEE IBUFIJ
RAMBRBAE= IR R 5.
The public strongly supports recycling programs, as shown by high participation
rates where curbside pickup is available, (LL4—5,Para. 3,P 15) ARIEH X &Kk
B EIWCH R X — R T A BSA BT B RS SR H K., -
% curbside pickup: curbside recycling programs. . . Residents are required to place
recyclable things in a separate container and place it at the curbside for pickup.
So many old newspapers are now being set out at the curb that prices have collapsed.
(LZ,Para. 4,P 15)  HRAZ 80 B |H SR AR 7 BE 21 DA 1T 5 BUIE 4R 48 6 [0 e ¢ 4 R Bk
% set sth out: to show, to put on display B&%|, /BR
“Recycling doesn’t pay for itself,” Wright says. “if it.was profitable, you would not
need the government to get involved. ” (LL5—6,Para. 4,P 15}  $f4%1%. “BF 5 [l ik
A B HBEHES AHE, MRENE BRI BERRFNIAT.”
% pay for: to give sb money for goods, service i, RfF(FA)
The EPA is also taking steps to force recycling and raise standards sharply for
burning and landfilling. (L1—2,Para. 6,P15) ¥§Ja 41 1E 76 R BUH a1 A 113
5% & BT, B 4B pemB sk Bl T 8 h a2l 60bm .

These new rules will hike dumping costs substantially and force small towns to band
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