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To say that man is made
up of strength and weak-
ness, of insight and blind-
ness, of pettiness and gran-
deur.

Denis Diderot
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A Gentleman

(#1)

It is almost a definition of a gentleman to say he is one who never in-
flicts pain. This description is both refined and, as far as it goes, accu-
rate. He is mainly occupied in merely removing the obstacles which
hinder the free and unembarrassed action of those about him; and he con-
curs with their movements rather than takes the initiative himself. The
true gentleman in like manner carefully avoids whatever may cause a jar or
a jolt in the minds of those with whom he is cast; — all clashing of opin-
ion, or collision of feeling, all restraint, or suspicion, or gloom, or re-
sentment; his great concern being to make every one at their ease and at
home. He has his eyes on all his company: he is tender towards the bash-
ful, gentle towards the distant, and merciful towards the absurd; he can
recollect to whom he is speaking; he guards against unseasonable allu-
sions, or topics which may irritate; he is seldom prominent in conversati-
on, and never wearisome.

He makes light of favours while he does them, and seems to be re-
ceiving when he is conferring. He never speaks of himself except when
compelled, never defends himself by a mere retort, he has no ears for
slander or gossip, is scrupulous in imputing motives to those who interfere
with him, and interprets every thing for the best. He is never mean or lit-
tle in his disputes, never takes unfair advantage, never mistakes person-
alities or sharp sayings for arguments, or insinuates evil which he dare not
say out. From a long-sighted prudence, he observes the maxim of the an-
cient sage, that we should ever conduct ourselves towards our enemy as if

he were one day to be our friend. He has too much good sense to be af-
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fronted at insults, he is too well employed to remember injuries, and too
indolent to bear malice. He is patient, forbearing, and resigned, on
philosophical principles; he submits to pain, because it is inevitable, to
bereavement, because it is irreparable, and to death, because it is his
destiny. If he engages in controversy of any kind, his disciplined intellect

preserves him from the blunder.

by John Henry Newman

Notes
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A Philistine
(tHEA)

A philistine is a full-grown person whose interests are of a material
and commonplace nature, and whose mentality is formed of the stock
ideas and conventional ideals of his or her group and time. A philistine is
not likely to exist in a very primitive society although no doubt rudiments
of philistinism may be found even there. We may imagine, for instance,
a cannibal who would prefer the human head he eats to be artistically col-
ored, just as the American philistine prefers his oranges to be painted or-
ange, his salmon pink, and his whisky yellow. But generally speaking
philistinism presupposes a certain advanced state of civilization where
throughout the ages certain traditions have accumulated in a heap and
have started to stink. .. The philistine in his passionate urge to conform,
to belong, to join, is torn between two longings: to act as everybody
does, to admire, to use this or that thing because millions of people do;
or else he craves to belong to an exclusive set, to an organization, to a
club, to a hotel patronage or an ocean liner community (with the captain
in white and wonderful food) , and to delight in the knowledge that there
is the head of a corporation or a European count sitting next to him. The
philistine is often a snob. He is thrilled by riches and rank — “Darling,
I’ ve actually talked to a duchess!”

By Vladimir Nabokov
Notes
rudiment { Tudimont] 4#TE ,BAZF
cannibal [ keenibol] W2 AHIA
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