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Preface

“Sino — British Conference on the Protection of Women’ s
Rights and Interests and the Prevention of Domestic Violence”
received 28 papers from Chinese and British experts and schol-
ars. These papers are put into this book.

China Law Society and the British Council jointly organized
the Conference. The Academy of Marriage Law of China Law So-
ciety and the Marriage & Family Institute of Renmin University
of China were undertakers of Conference preparations. It was
held from 28" February, 2000 to 3rd March, 2000. The shared
aim of both sides is to strengthen the relations that have been
forged between Chinese and British legal experts and experts in
relevant departments and field. They also hope to initiate a deep-
er level co—operation, create comprehensive and long —term ex-
change programs between the two sides. Chinese participants in-
clude more than 150 famous law experts, women affairs workers,
scholars, law enforcement officials and those who are concerned
with issues of women; British participants include more than 20
sociologists, founders of charities, women’s relief funds officials
and policemen. Full discussions were held on such subjects as
present research on domestic violence, legal aid, women support
and preventive strategies etc. After the conperence, British par-
ticipants visited “the center for Women’s Law Studies and legal
Services of Peking Univercity”, “red maple women hotline” and
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audited a court trial.

Since the foundation of the People’s Republic of China, the
Communist party of China and Chinese government have always
paid close attention to protection of rights and interests of wom-
en. The Constitution and laws precisely stipulate for the equality
between men and women. Specifically , China has also promulgat-
ed the (Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection
of Rights and Interests of women ). Britain also highly ralues leg-
islation on prevention and control of domestic violence. On the
foundation of case law, many statutes have been formulated, in-
cluding, for example, the Domestic Violence and Matrimonial
Proceedings Act 1976, the Family Law Act 1996, the Protection
from Harassment Act 1997.

Chinese law enforcement agencies and judiciary have always
attached great importance to implementation of laws concerning
women’s rights. The Women’s Federations , women support and
women aid orgenizafious also do a lot of effective work. Center
for Women’s Law Studies and Legal Services of Peking Univer-
sity, ShaanXi Research Association for Women and Family,
Women’s Legal Service Center of QianXi County,HeBei province
are excellent examples. The U. K. also has a lot of organizations
and programs committed to combating domestic violence, for ex-
ample, the National Women’s Aid Federation of England, The
Domestic Violence Research Group, Zero Tolerance Charitabie
Trust, Justice for Women, Domestic Violence Intervention Pro-
ject , Scottish Women’s Aid and Welsh Women’s Aid etc. The ju-
diciary and different organizations have gradually come to under-
stand that they should cooperate with each other in the struggle
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againsf domestic violence.

At the Conference, Chinese experts and scholars, on the ba-
sis of incorporation of theory with practice, of Chinese situations
with British experiences, put forward some anti-domestic vio-
lence suggestions. First, in lighf of the fact that it is yet to have
a national anti-domestic violence law and there exist great differ-
ences among Chinese regions, local and specialized regulations
should be worked out at first. Chinese When marriage law is a-
mended, provisions should be incladed governing anti-domestic
violence. Second, the police and the court should strengthen in-
tervention in and prevention of domestic violence. At present vel-
evanr laws are not stricfly enforced and it is often difficult to de-
termine whom to be liable. The law enforcement agency and the
court should change the minds which tend to believe that domes-
tic violence is of “domestic matter”,of “private life”, “and thus
should be managed only by women’s Federations. ” They should
work with more active an attitude and higher responsibility.
Third, education program against domestic violence should be in-
cluded in national education network. Whether in primary schools
or universities, in training of judges, policemen, public procura-
tor, officials, in legal awareness Pfojects for enterprises and the
whole society, or in education of young couples before marriage,
anti-domestic violence course should be incorporated. Fourth ,dif-
ferent agencies should cooperate in partnerihip. A women support
and aid system which composes of basic-level governments, local
police stations, lawyer’s offices , the mass groups, residents com-
mittees and professional institutions (such as hospitals, social
orgamizations, psychological counseling centers, marriage guid-
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ance stations) should be founded. Fifth, we should draw on for-
eign experience over estalishment of women shelters for the vic-
tims, legal assistant agencies and fund-raising network.

The British Council has provided all fees for the “Sino-
British Conference on protection of Women’s Rights and Inter-
ests and the Prevention of Domestic Viclence” and publication of

this book. The Editorial committee is sincerely grateful for it.

Editorial Committee
June, 2000, Beijing
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