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JOHN ABERNETHY

JOHN ABERNETHY was born in London on April
3,1764,He had an early bias toward the bar and seems tO
have drifted into surgery almost by accident,In 1779 he
was apprenticed to Sir Charles Rlicke, an assistant sur-
geon at St,Bartholomew’s Hospital, At the age of twen-
tythree he was elected assistant surgeon at St,Bartholo-
mew ’s Hospital but had to wait for twenty-eight years
before he became a full staff surgeon at this institution,
Abernethy, like many of his fellow surgeons, based his
surgical work on human anatomy but used it only as a
stepping stone and a guide to physiology, It must be
said that he was probably the world’s first great phys-—
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iologic surge on, The surgical arena at London in Aber-
nethy’s time was about equally shared with Astley Coo-
per, Both men studied with John Hunter and were pro-
bably his most famous pupils,yet they were opposite in
their reactions to the public, The great success of Aber-
nethy as a surgeon in London must be directly attribu-
ted to his personality, Although his appearance was
ordinary, he was whimsical and caustic,

Mr, Abernethy’s lectures at St,Bartholomew’s Ho-
spital were so popular that a building was erected in
1790 where he might carry on his teaching, Because of
this he has been considered by many as a founder of St
Bartholomew’s Medical School, His medical students th-
ought of him as a clear,forceful and very dramatic tea-
-cher, He carried on much in the spirit of John Hunter
by conductlng numerous anatomical and physiological
experiments in the laboratories, which to a great degree
were his train children, He was appointed professor of
.f.tnatcunj'.r and surgery in the an.ral College of Physicians
of England, to which ,Chair he brought much Iuster,
His contributions to surgery were many, He was first
to hgate the external iliac artery for aneufysm in 17963
thls operatlm he performcd four times, tw1ce with suc-
ceas He ligated the common carotid artery for hemorrhage
in 1798 and advocated the incision of lumbar absces-
ses as the best and most curative treatment for this co-
ndition, In 1793 he described an anomaly of the vi:cera
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which must now be .considcred an Eck fistula,

AlthOUgh Abernethy was a kindhearted and generous
man, he had a brusque, downright manner with his pa-
tiehts, this being on the assumption that masterful ru-
deness begets confidence, whereas friendliness might su-
ggest weakness and diminish respect,

John Abernethy died at Enfield, England, on April
20, 1831, It has been stated that the greatest contribu-
tion of his life was “the inspiration which he gave to
medical teaching at St, Bartholomew’s and throughout

England, ”
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