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Preface to the Chinese Edition

The fundamental premise of this book is that the transaction concept is a key abstraction for
distributed computation. One implements transactions at a one layer, and then all higher layers
have a much simpler failure semantics (all or nothing) and much simpler error handling.

This was a radical view when the book first appeared ten years ago. Since then the Internet
has blossomed, distributed computing has become more tangible with CORBA, DCOM, and now
Web Services. TP monitors have been supplanted by web servers and object request brokers.
Database systems have matured enormously.

Today we can see that many have been converted to this view. Transaction techniques are
being used within most operating systems, and transactional file systems and transaction
managers are being added to most operating systems. Transactional resource managers like queue
managers, workflow systems, persistent objcet systems, and main memory database systems are
proliferating now that this enabling technology is in place.

Some things about this book are dated-even obsolete-but the core concepts and techniques
have moved from the specialty of database systems to the broader context of distributed
computing.

Andreas Reuter and I are grateful to you for undertaking the arduous task of translating his
book from English to Chinses. Chinese, being a more compact language, will make the book
shorted (and lighter), and having it in Chinese will make it accessible to a more than a billion

people. I hope you find this book informative and helpful.

Jim Gray
Microsoft Research
18 October, 2002
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