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Abstract

After a general analysis of some fundamental concepts on interior
design based mainly on the theory of modern western architecture in
the 20th century,this book, considering interior design as a formal lan-
guage for communication between humans and the environment, ex-
plores a series of theoretical issues on interior design from the perspec-

tive of philosophy, semiotics, linguistics and psychology.

This book focuses on the viewpoint that interior design should be
interpreted as a generating process of formal language , in which people
analyze and ponder the images. The process is regarded not only as a
matter of logical deduction from the images ( of various types and with
different implications ) but also as one that conveys design concepts.
The significance of form can be understood only because form itself
has a lot of language features , which not only can be explained through
the use of semiotics but also has been proven effective in application.
Therefore, we can regard the form created by design as a particular
language system between the designers and the users. On the one
hand, form itself contains some inner messages because any visual ele-
ment (abstract or concrete )—whether it is the shape, structure , color,
volume, or material—can make people recall their personal experi-
ences. When applied to visual environments, these messages convey
particular meanings and produce an impact on behavior. At this time,
the above elements, as symbols, set up certain associations between
form and its implied meanings. On the other hand , humans as the sub-
ject in the process of message exchange ,should try to perceive the cog-
nitive structure of the messages ( the function of experience and memo-
ry). When the messages accord with our knowledge or personal experi-
ences, their implications can be recalled or perceived. Although these

principles might be applied to all types of design acts , interior design,




I Abstract

as one of the design acts,cannot be replaced by any other design lan-
guage due to some of its specific requirements for interior space plan-
ning, settlement of functions and interfaces, as well as the creation of

display and landscape.

In a sense,the issue for architecture and interior design to solve
is the creation of form. All the design notions and evaluations—wheth-
er from the rational world or from life itself—will be embodied in the
concrete artistic creation, that is, the creation of form, Both the final
result from design acts and the embodiment of design notions can be
expressed by a complete real formal language system , which makes the

history and will of humans a visible form.

Since the 20th century, the development of linguistics in the West
has resulted in an overall theoretical tendency in architecture that form
is considered to be a symbol language. The significance and context of
form as well as the exchange between humans and the environment
have been attached great importance. In an attempt to verify that the
process of interior design is actually a process of the creation of formal
language and deduction, this book , firstly, summarizes the above tend-
ency in theory, then reviews the development of the history of architec-
tural form from the viewpoint of linguistics, rather than that of arlistic
style or artistic school, which has been a very common practice in the
past. Finally, it explains the language in interior design systematically
in relation to the following aspects :its component parts,its time nature
and space nature ,its fashion and consumption, its vocabulary and syn-
tax,and the influence of environment on formal language and human
behavior. A designer’s intelligence , cultivation and creativity will be
expressed in the accumulation, evaluation, understanding filtration , de-

duction and organization of the known elements.

Key words; formal language , interior design, surrounding context

language of architecture
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