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PREFACE

The Ancient Roman thinker Lucius Annaeus
Seneca once aptly said: “It is the bounty of nature
that we live, but of philosophy that we live well,
which is, in truth, a greater benefit than life itself.”
With this I couldn’t agree more. I trust this saying
because, simple as it may sound, it comes very close
to the solid truth that the welfare of humankind de-
pends not only on the natural science with Nature's
operations as its object of study, but that it also de-
pends upon the humanities and social science, whose
dominant concern is about humankind itself and the
widest possible range of human activities. Indeed,
these two aspects of pursuit are always complemen-
tary to each other and cannot be separated. In this re-
gard, the sages of ancient China were no less enlight-
ened. One may turn to The Book of Changes and find
these lines: “Watch the operations of celestial bod-



Preface @

ies, and a man will know the seasonal changes of the year; if he

can tell the way of people*:-why, he becomes the Master of the U-
niverse itself!”

To my profound regret, such a simple truth has long been ig-
nored by many. The humanities and social science have nearly
passed into oblivion; they play a marginal role in society. Although
few openly declare that this aspect of learning is not important, the
reports of the natural science being favored over the humanities and
social science are all too common. From the very beginning, some
people took the invigoration of the nation through science and edu-
cation to mean that of the nation through mere technology. How
grossly wrong they were!

[ was appointed to be President of Renmin University of China
(RUC) on September 27th 2000. Before I took office I made a
preliminary investigation of the current state of affairs at RUC.
Frankly, I was shocked at what I learned. Was this the university
known throughout the country for its preeminence in the humani-
ties and social science? It was plainly getting bogged down in the
mire of modern utilitarianism. I was saddened to see it struggling
hard to maintain its poise under the pressure of existing institution-
al discriminations. RUC used to be at the top of the six national
key universities for years after the founding of New China. Its con-
tribution to the propagation of Marxism, the prosperity of the Hu-
manities and social science and, to crown it all, the advancement of
the country’s socialist revolution, construction and reform, was en-
thusiastically lauded by Jiang Zemin!

For quite some time, I had worked as a professor at RUC;

then I had entered into public service at the Ministry of Education.
VI
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Everywhere I went, | witnessed widespread ignorance towards the
humanities and social science, and on a number of occasions, I
voiced my grave concern about it. However, before then I had
never experienced such an intensity of sorrow! I was suddenly
overwhelmed with a sense of commitment and urgency. A voice
within me told me that this situation needed to be changed.

Is it true that the humanities and social science play a lesser
role than the natural science? Do they really not deserve to be given
the same treatment as the latter? Why is ignorance towards the hu-
manities and social science so prevalent? What are its causes? How
does this ignorance manifest itself? What must be done to funda-
mentally reverse the situation? -+ I began to ponder these ques-
tions and tried to find a way out.

After much thought, I realized that the humanities and social
science go largely unheeded not because they make little contribu-
tion to society, but because their importance is not fully recog-
nized. What needs to be raised is not the status of the humanities
and social science, but people’s awareness of their unique value.
Disregard of the humanities and social science is not only reflected
in meagre monetary investment, but in the unfairly low evaluation
society tends to pass upon them. In fact, this country is already
starting to pay a heavy price for its failure in that regard. We can
often hear the stories of craving for imrne(iiate profits, money wor-
ship, enslavement to technology, the distortion of values, the loss
of conscience and honor, groundless agitation, brutal exploitation
of Nature, and also that dangerous apathy towards traditional cul-
ture.

As a leading university whose strengthens mainly lie in the hu-
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manities and social science, RUC has no reason to remain silent. It
is the university family’s sacred responsibility to call more attention
to this aspect of learning, and at the same time to take active part
in achieving a balanced relationship between economic prosperity
and the fulfillment of social and human ideals by deepening our per-
spectives on what we do.

In view of this, I decided that while we as a university family
must endeavor to do better, we also need to convince the general
public that the development of the humanities and social science re-
quires their support. The first mass meeting I chaired as president
of RUC celebrated the 50th anniversary of the university’s found-
ing; throughout which I emphasized the development of the hu-
manities and social science. The first article I wrote for publication
was entitled “More Attention Should Be Paid to the Development
of the Humanities and Social Science in the New Century”. These
initial moves seemed to get results. Kind words of encouragement
kept pouring in from the natural science as well as humanities and
social science circles. Using that as a starting point, I then found
more occasions to appeal to the educational authorities as well as the
academic community for increased understanding of what we do.

Fortunately, the Party Center and the State Council have al-
ways been caring about the wellbeing of the humanities and social
science. Since the country’s opening and reform, disciplines of this
category have been quickly revived at universities in spite of their
devastation during the Cultural Revolution (RUC for example, was
forced to close its door for 8 years. ). Until now, they have en-

joyed a vibrant period in the history of New China in terms of the

political climate, the academic environment, the scale of expan-



