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The Future Australian Race —

The quality of a race of beings is determined by two things:
food and climate. The measure of that quality is the measure of the
success in the race’s incessant struggle to wrest nature to its own ad-
vantage. The history of a nation is the history of influence of nature
modified' by man, and of man modified by the influence of nature.
The highest practical civilizations have been those in which man
came off victor” in the contest, and employed the wind to drive his
ships, the heat to work his engines, the cataract’ to turn his mills.
The lowest, those in which nature reduced men to the conditions of
brutes — eating, drinking and feeding. Given the price of the
cheapest food in the country, and the average registration of the
thermometer?, it is easy to return a fair general estimate of the na-
tional characteristics. 1 say a general estimate, because other causes
— the height of mountains, the width of rivers, the vicinity® of vol-
canoes, etc., induce particular results. But the intelligent mind,
possessed of information on the two points of food and climate can
confidently sum up, first, the bodily vigour; second, the mental
vigour; third, the religion; fourth, the political constitution of a na-
tion.

Before speculating® on future events, let us apply our test to
history. The climate of Egypt is hot and moist, the inundation’ of
the Nile renders the soil wonderfully fertile, and food is extremely
cheap and easily obtained. The climate of India is hot, and the in-
habitants live for the most part on rice, which is cheap and usually
obtained in abundance. The climate of Mexico is hot. Indian corn,
which forms the staple® of the food of the inhabitants, is astonish-

ingly prolific and consequently cheap. Now cheap food means in all
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The Future Australian Race —

cases cheap marriage, or in other words rapid reproduction of the
species. A hot climate means small expense in house-building, cloth-
ing or furniture. A man sells his labour to meet his requirement, and
in a hot country his requirements are few. In a hot country, there-
fore, wages are low, and the rapid increase of the population renders
human life of little value. The difference between the labourer and
the employer of labour, then, is great, and from this difference
comes tyranny on the one side and slavery on the other. The rich
grow richer and the poor poorer. Wealth means leisure, and leisure
means luxury and learning. Consequently we should expect to find
that a nation living under these conditions would present the follow-
ing characteristics: — a poor and enslaved peasantry, a rich and
luxurious ‘aristocracy, who cultivate great learning and some taste
for art.

Now, this condition answers precisely to the condition in which
Anthony’ found Egypt, Warren Hastings'® found India, and
Cortez'! found Mexico. In each the nobles lived in incredible luxury
and the poor in incredible misery. The learning of each nation was
the marvels of its successors'?. The expenditure of human life in
each was terrible. Human beings were not only sacrificed in thou-
sands for the building of the gigantic temples common to each coun-
try, but absolutely slaughtered like sheep to celebrate the triumphs
of a conqueror, or appease the anger of a god. It is remarkable that
the religion of each nation was bloodthirsty and full of terror. Siva'?
the destroyer, Typhon'* the Betrayer, Kitzpolchi’®, God of the
Smoking Hearts, alike demanded offerings'® of blood and tears. It is

quite easy to account for this. Each nation grew up among scenes of
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The Future Australian Race —

natural grandeur, and a witness to the almost daily performance of
the most majestic operations of nature. The hurricane, the storm,
the simoom'”, the flood, the earthquake — all were familiar to their
minds, and poets were created by the influence of the scenery which
they described. Men having, by the expenditure of their own blood,
modified nature with aqueducts'®, canals and roads, nature modified
their struggles for freedom by the imposition'® of a terrible supersti-
tion which darkened all their days.

It is an absolute fact that religion is, in all cases, a matter of di-
et and climate. The Greek, with pure air, light soil, and placid®®
scenery, invented an exquisite anthropomorphism?!, in which he de-
ified all his own attributes. The Egyptian, the Mexican, and the
Dweller by the Ganges invented a cruel and monstrous creed of tor-
ture and death. The influence was so strong upon the ancient Jews
that they were perpetually relapsing from Theism into the congenial
cruelties of Moloch and Astarte?*. Remove them into another coun-
try, and history has no record of a people-save?, perhaps, the mod-
ern pagans®® of our universities — more devotedly attached to the
purest form of intelligent adoration of the Almighty. The Christian
faith, transported to the Libyan deserts, or the rocks of Spain, be-
came burdened with horrors, and oppressed with saint-worship.
The ferocious African’s Mumbo Jumbo®®, the West Indian’s Debbel-
debbel?®, are merely the products of climate and the result of a
dietary scale. Cabanis says that religious emotion is secreted by the
smaller intestines. Men “think they are pious when they are only
bilious”?”. Men who habitually eat non-nitrogenous substances?® and
pay little attention to the state of their bowels are always prone to
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