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Lesson One

Dr. Norman Bethune’s Diary®

I. Before Reading
1. Have you ever, or, how have you, kept a diary?
2. What do you know about Norman Bethunegp

IL. Text

1)

Although Yenan is one of the oldest towns in all
China, it sti}kes me immediately as one of the best-run.
In Hankow 1 found econfusion, indecision, depressing
signs of bureaueracy and inefficiency. In Yenan there
is a sense of confidence and purpose in administrative
cireles. In the towns and cities I passed through on-my
way here I became accustomed to the sights of semi-
feudalism— filthy dwellings, polluted streets, people in
rags. Here, among the ancient structures, the streets
are clean, teeming . with people who seem to know where
they’re. going. @ There is no sewage system, but there
is obviously am organized disposeltlao sewage.

In contrast to the rést of China, the  Special Re-
gion administration is developing au over-ull program

dovetailing social reform with organization of the Region’s



capacities to make war against the Japanese. There
is a University, attracting ‘housands of students from
other areas. There is a newly created ’\Iedtcal Trﬂmmg
School designed to furnish the army with medical person-
nel. There is a growing hoépital, and thoﬁéh medical
facilities are primitive, the government here has intro-

k3
“

duced free medical treatment for all'!

(2 '

Trascible was the word. My “other self,” "‘Tuvn!g,
couldn’t find it, but I had no difficulty. I was “irasci-
ble,” they said, when thiﬁgs didn’t go the way they
'$hould® ; - when they did things incorrectly; when they
were inefficient. - T was asked by each of them to be
kinder (in my -towe ' of ‘voice) whem 1 féund that!théy
did something wrong. I promised. Will ‘I nevér Yearns
I promised-—awd fifteem minutes lateér "was ‘being &x-
tremely .icy t0 a nurse because of ¢rudé ‘handling' of “a
dressizig e @ e S PE

He asked Tung to remind me of my promise, - *

I enswered: “Yes, I remember. 'But remind - him
also that e life is involved -when he’s sloppy.”® -

‘T said =it gquietly, though, and to the nurse T
added:“It is not ap’ to ‘me to forgive you for a sloppy
dressing, ‘but to the wounded soldier.” o

The soldier (a bad arm wound-—shell sphnter) looked
up at him ‘and' said gravely:“I forgive 'you.” NS

* 2



The nurse almost cried. I don't think I shall ever
have to be “iraseible” with him again. And I don’t

think I shall ever wani to be.®

3)
T am tired, but T don’t think T have been 80 happy

for a long‘ time. I am content. I am doing what I want
to do. And see what my riches consist’ of} T have vital
work that occuples every moment of my time. I am
needed. More than that—to &?Ilb my bourgeois van%ty
—the need for me is expressed

I have no money or thek need for it. I have the
inestimable good fortunc to be among and to work aimong
people to whom communism is a way of life, not merely
a way of talking end vthiuking. Their communism I8

xﬁple and profound, reflex as & knee jerk, unconscious

he movement of their lungs, automatic as the beat-
ing of the heart.® They are implacable in their hate:
world—embracing in their love.®

The stoic Chinese indeed;® Here I have Found
comrades who belong to the very hierarchy of humanity.
They have seen cruelty, yet know gentleness; théy have
tgsted bitterness, yet kuow how to smile; they ~have
eifl\ ured vast suffering, yet know patwnce, optimism,
quiet wisdom. I have come to love them; I know they

love me too.



(4)

Today is my 49th birthday. I have the proud dis-
tinction of being the oldest soldier at the front. I spent'
the day in bed. T went to bed at 6 this morning, huving
operated all night from 7 p.m. yesterday. We did 1% op-
erations amongst 40 seriously wounded. First we dressed
the less uargent wounds, then operated on those who
needed surgery. Three fractures of the skull were trephm-
ed, two amputations of the thigh, two suture perfnratwns
of thé small intestines, ha1f a dozen bad fractures of arms
and legs—and the rest smaller operations. There were
two Japanese wounded on whom I operated. There lhave
been several other cases where we gave captured Japan-
ese the same care we give our own wounded. © At one
base hospital I was photographed with two of them
They wrote to their families in Japan, tellmg of . the
care-we had given them and enclosmg the photo.

We defeated the 'enemy. He left 50 dead on _tl/]e’
field.. We captured 40 rifles. We lost. 40 men. A life
for. a rifle!-That i3 the way we get our guns.

II1. Exercises

A. Reading Comprehension

.1. Yenan is one of the oldest towns in China, but o
& it is managed better than any other towns.
b. Bethune is struck by its ancient structures

e, it is controlled by the Special Region admmls-

s 4 -



_ tretion.
d it is a éity with clean streets,
2. The streets are full of people who.
a. seem to know the place they are going to.
b. seemingly know their purpose of living.
¢. are busy working day and night..
d. only know where they are going.
3. Medical facilities are very simple in.  the growing
hospital; however, patients
e. are free to go to any other hospitals in the
Region.
b. may go to the hospital free of charge.
e¢. in the hospital needn’t pay any money.
_ d. who go to hospital needn’t pay in cash.
4. Bethune was asked to be kinder in his tone of voice
A ‘when ,
- 8. things didn’t go the way they should.
b. he tended to get aengry.
¢. he was being iey to a nurse beeause of crude
. handling of a dressing. :
. d. he found his co-workers did something wrong
and criticized them.
5. Bethune is eoptent because
a. he has beeﬂ’ ﬁappy for = long time.
b. his bourgeois wvanity is satisfied.
¢. he is a man of wealth.

d, he is busy and able to meet the people’s needs.

o & o



6. Bethune has come to love his Chinesé comrades, be-
cause he has learnt they ' '
a. love him ‘too. :
b: Enow gentleness and like smiling.
c. bave seen cruelty and tasted bitterness.
d. have borne intensive suffering, yet know patience,
optimisi’ and yuiet wisdom. '
.+.7. Bethune is préud that
a. he is the oldest soldier in the army.
b.no :one is older than he at the fromt.
c. that day is his birthday. o
d. he performed 40 operations the night before his
birthday.. ‘ C
8. Before ‘Bethune and his’ ¢o-workers operated on
- - {hos#"who need sargery; they i b
a. cleansed the wounds and put medicine and pro-
tective eoverings oh those which didn"t need to
be dealt with immediately. ~ = ' :
.. -'b." put-a picce of ¢loth ¢n the less urgent wounds.
c. dressed the soldier® with less urpént wounds.
- @, provided- those - wounded soldiers who didn’t
noed urgent help with clotheés.
9. Tracible as he is, Bethune is well-known for
a. his rage at his co—workers.' =
b. his deep love for the Chinese peopleé.
e. his honesiy and freankness. -
- di beth b.and e.-

e § o



10. From hiz diary, we realize that he is

a. a famous

" b. a well~kn

Canadian surgeon,

own national hera,

¢. a great international fighter.

d, the best army doetor in the world.
B. Word study: mateh the words in the left column

1. case x

2. create .\ b.
3. dozen ,;1 c.
4, embraced d.

5. endure-~ e,
6. gravely f.
7. remind 5 g.
8. rest ¢ h

9. tome X i.
10. vital v j.
IV. Notes

@

with the explanations in the right.

a. produce

make (someone) remember

bear

take and h'old in the arms as. a sign
of love

what is left

sound (the manner .of expression)

a person suffering from an iliness

. a group of twelve

of the greatest importance i:

seriously

ERE, ANNBIEARE, EHREAARREMELRR
B s RBEN T ARAITRERRE,
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A 4 B, AR BB+ P,

@ Here, among the ancient structures, the streets are

‘elean; teeming with people who seem to know twhere

lthéy’ree going.

X, 7RSSR R A, B AE R REEM AT

AR B EE A O R R, teeming with sy A& E,

seem to... =4 BizhiA,

.®- When things didn’t go the way they should...

5 TAERAFBRIGF] - - Ao they should BEHM

W, KEKF B, o

@ 1 promised—and fifteen minutes later was being ex-

.tremely- icy to a muise because of crude. handling

of a dressing...

ﬁ%ﬁf~Wﬂ%+£ﬁ%UF KRB — 414

145 B B R L T X 8t — R VKUK B T AL+
HEE be W RFTRAE. ‘

® I answered:“Yeés, I remember: But remind him also

that a life is involved when he’s sloppy.”

£k 3 H,ﬁ&¢ﬂoﬁﬁiﬁﬂm,ﬁQQQm

‘REH A,
@I don’t think. I shall ever have to be “irescible” with

him agein. And I don’t think I shall ever want to he.
CRERUEAFRENERRLT. MARBRUER
ARERKT.
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@ Their communism is simple and profound, reflex ag
a knee jerk, unconscious as th: mwvement of their
lungs, automatie as the beating of the heart.
fln iRy 3 SO s, LR, (GRS
e, Bt R — A EERR, R ORI —RE2ET
Hal, (REEREMESY, TER, RE, AAEM
#HE.)

They are implacable in their hate; world-embracing
in their love.
AT R BRAEBRY, MM EPEFLHTR. &
— A4y R A B they are. 2 RFREWMSH.

® The stoic Chinese indeed!
HEFRZE¥EREPEAN »
stoie, iZ FHF WM ACEZ R LT AT ite), #
BAH R, BEKEXMA. XBHREHNEA R,
MEER R RARSEEENG

@@ There have been several other cases where we gave
captured Japanese the same care we give our own
wounded. ) ]

PLRTA i Lk, BATREB A S 4 IR BB B EM A
F, BWAEBMNA JEERE R NG ERKKR,
V. Glossary ;iji7

A. Intermediate-levelled words

1 accustomed 2 administration
3 area 4 attract

5 automatio 6. capacity

7 capture 8 case



9 ecircle 10 communism

11 confidence 12 confusion
13 consist 14 eontrast
15 create 16 depress
17 design 18 dozen
19 dwelling 20 -embrace
21 enclose 22 endure
23 exireme | 24 facility
925 forgive 26 fortune
27 handle » . 28 < immediate
29, sinvolve .. 30 lung
81 medieal 32 mere
33 obvious : 34 oceupy
‘35 ‘operate - © 86 organization
37 drganize - "~ 88 Tpatience
39 photograph - 40 pollute
" 41 purpose : 42 rag
43 reform - ' 44 region
45 remind 46 rifle )
" 47 shell. - 48 social
.49 strdeture © . 50 - system
51 tome 52 training
53 treatment " 54 urgent
55 :‘vanity ' - 56 vast
57 wvital " : 58 wisdom
B. Advanced-levelied words
1 bourgeois - o. FEHMER

o 10 o



