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After many years of English study, a non-English major postgraduate in China knows much about
how the English language works, but the old-fashioned methods of learning English ignore oral
practice, It is clear that learning English is not a matter that acquires a set of rules and builds up
a large vocabulary for reading and translation. And further, English teaching for postgraduates is
mainly intended to develop the student’s proficiency in speaking and writing. Because of the old-
fashioned methods, the student has not formed a good habit of using the language. No doubt
enabling the student to become a skillful performer is the most challenging task to the teacher,
Watching and Speaking aims to meet the urgent needs of completing this task.

Watching and Speaking is an important component of the series ACTIVE ENGLISH FOR
POSTGRADUATES. This course centers on the study of the 16-unit video series. To meet the
prescribed teaching requirements, this course book is designed to contain three parts: Study
Guide to the Video Series, Scripts of the Video Series, and Key to the Exercises.

Study Guide to the Video Series, the first part of the book, aims to guide the student
smoothly towards a better understanding of the video. To reach this goal, each unit of this part is
planned in the following three sections: Before Class, For Class, and After Class. These sections
form a complete audio-visual teaching cycle in which the student’s activity is the nucleus.

Before Class has 2 divisions: Reading Reference and Video Guide. Reading Reference in each
unit is related to the corresponding unit of the video series; it provides relevant language sources
and cultural backgrounds that promotes a good understanding of the video series. The Video
Guide is an important part of the audio-visual instruction provided here. This subdivision includes
three items: “A brief introduction to the unit”, “Language points — Key words and phrases,
Required sentence patterns”, and “Difficult expressions and complicated sentences”. The two

major steps before class help pave a smooth way for the student to enter the next section: For
Class.

For Class has 2 divisions, consisting of “Oral Workshop” on the basis of watching the video, and
“Word Box”. The Oral Workshop is the most important part of the course, Oral practice is the core
of the audio-visual study. The instruction in this section is intended to guide the student to reach
his terminal goal of English study, that is, to communicate, straightforwardly and freely, with
foreigners whose native tongue is English. So in this section three types of questions or topics for
discussion are offered: 1) For presentation; 2) For pair work; and 3) For group work. Most of the
questions and topics are closely related to the content of the corresponding unit of the video
series, whereas some of them are open though relevant to the unit. These questions offer the
student effective practice, and a chance to understand the video from different perspectives. In
order to achieve in this aspect, the student is required to actively participate in the oral work,




and meanwhile the teacher should give the student adequate instructions to channel his thoughts
and expression. By taking the required steps, the student can expect impressive progress through
effective practice. “Word Box” in each unit of this section offers a list of new words and expressions
with Chinese explanation.

After Class is the assignment part that contains four types of exercises: “Paraphrase the following
sentences”, “Answer the following questions”, “Topics for discussion”, and “Cloze test”. These
exercises are intended mainly for developing the student’s speaking ability, and also to familiarize
the student with the video in order to gain proficiency in listening and speaking.

The second part of the course book is the Scripts of the Video Series. The topics of the video
series are extensive and novel; the language offered in the video is descriptive, and current in its
oral sense, which embodies the trend of the development of English language. The settings in
each unit are full of exotic atmosphere; and the story plots are touching and vividly performed.
More importantly many of the topics are about the latest development of science and technology
such as cloning, space exploration, electric cars, and the Internet. The student can expect to learn

numerous up-to-date things about science and technology as well as new English words and
phrases.

Following the Study Guide, the Scripts of the Video Series are helpful for the teacher’s
consultation of the relevant difficult language points and they are also designed for the student’s
self-study.

Key to the Exercises, the third major part of the course book, is only for the assignment part
of the Study Guide to the Video Series.

The aims of this course may be stated as follows:

1. To provide an audio-visual course for the non-English major postgraduates, There is sufficient
material for one year’s work which will completely meet the requirements of the advanced
level. It is assumed that the student will be able to work at the course for a complete academic
year of about thirty-two weeks. It is also assumed that the student will receive about two
hours’ instruction each week. The student will receive most of his training in the classroom
and will be required to do a little extra work in Part Three of Study Guide in his own time. The
material in the book, which is abundant, meets the various needs of advanced audio-visual
instruction. This way the teacher has many options in which to meet the teaching requirements.

2. To train the student in two skills: listening comprehension and speaking. The exercises in this
course are largely aural / oral.

3. To provide the student with a book which will enable him, with the aid of a teacher, to use
English,

4. To provide the teacher and the student with recorded materials which can be used in the
classroom and at home., It is essentially a classroom course, with taped materials —a set of



cassettes and VCD of the video, that can also be used in the classroom or at home.

This course should be found suitable for either the postgraduates/Ph. D. candidates or any post-
CET- 4/6 English learner.

Wang Guiming
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BEFORE CLASS

4 Reading Reference

(@) British Parliament

British Parliament is the supreme legislature of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland. It consists, technically, of the Crown, the House

of Lords, and House of Commons, but in common usage
only of the last two. Today the main part is the House of
Commons; its members alone are called members of @
Parliament. Parliament is the legislative branch of
government. Neither statute may become law or be
altered or repealed, nor may taxes be levied, without its
consent. Thus, all powers of local government derive from
Parliamentary acts. Cabinet members, including the @
Prime Minister, are members of one house or the other
and are collectively responsible to the House of
Commons. The House of Lords is the highest court of
appeal in Britain’s judicial system.

®
The House of Commons has 659 members, elected from equal-sized districts
by British subjects at least 18 years old. The maximum life of a Parliament is
five years. Elections are set by the Prime Minister on the basis of political
necessity or advantage. If the cabinet, formed by the leading party in Commons,
loses a vote of confidence or fails to carry its legislation in Commons, it must ¢
resign or request dissolution. An election can be held in as short a time as
three weeks. Because of the strict party discipline, important decisions are
often made not in Parliament, but beforehand in the less formal meetings of
the cabinet and party caucus.

e
The House of Lords, with about 1,200 members, is made up of the bishops of
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