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FOREWORD

The Xith Asian Games, which attracted worldwide attention, was the first large
comprehensive international sports meet China has ever hosted. 1t was a grand gathering
symbolizing the unity friendship and progress of the Asian.peopies. To make the Asian
Games a complete success, the people of Beijing and the whole country at large made
elaborate preparations, setting a spectacular stage for it.

A city both imbued with ancient culture and vibrating with a dynamic surge for
modernization, Beijing is the political and cultural centre of China. It is also China’s
centre of domestic and international exchanges. In order to be a good host and extend
the warmest hospitality to the distinguished guests, the people of Beijing with the help of
the people in other parts of the country, spruced up their city with a touch of tradition
and imagination, as well as assiduous work. During the Asian Games, Beijing was
immersed in a festive atmosphere, with banners fluttering and flowers blossoming in the
autumn wind.

We hope that this collection of pictures will rekindle your precious memories of the
Asian Games. It has also provided us with an opportunity to express our sincere
gratitude to the governments and people of other provinces, municipalities and
autonomous regions of China, who rendered their full support to our effort to create a
beautiful environment for the XIth Asian Games.
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Fiz#:X Fireworks of the XIth Asian Games
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I"#itin  Flower terraces in the Tian’anmen Square
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