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A Basic Course in Oral English

Zhang Daozhen
New Words .
weather TR sunny iyl hot windy FR pretty 4
cold ® warm BB nice neither A< nor XA
like % varied ZHFER climate &% pronun- better  EEF
suitcase EES scarf Jhy slow ciation B quick{ly)
careful(ly) 4i.» hand- composi- drive FFE mistake iR
clear(ly)  i§% writing Bk tion YE3C suggestion HtiY tall =
dance  BkE swim Wk music F5R
Conversation Drills

C: How do you like the weather in Beijing? A. Your pronunciation is good.
F: Very much. It’s sunny most of the time. But yours is better than mine.

And it isn’'t very hot in summer. Their room is very small.
C: But it's too windy in spring. And win- But ours is smaller than theirs.

ter is pretty cold here, doh’t you think? His sister is very young.
F: But I'm used to cold weather. I'm from But hers is younger than his.

Chicago, you know. It can be very cold Lilian’s t.alk Is very mtt?restmg:

in winter there. But my wife doesn’t But. .En:ulys is more interesting than

quite like the weather here. She’s from Lilian’s. o

Los Angeles. It's much warmer there in I want tf) t.my a large smtczjlse.

winter Well, this is the largest we've got.
C: Los Angeles is a nice place, isn’t it? It's I want t_o }.xave a good n:)vel.

. . ) . Well, this is the best we’ve got.

just like Kunming in our country, they

\ . I want to buy a small recorder.

say. It's neither too hot nor too cold. .. ,

It 1 th 4 Am I Well, this is the smallest we've got.

'fs \;varm all the year round. m I want to find a pretty scarf.

right? . Well, this is the prettiest we've got.
F: Yes, y.0u ar'e. ?Is Kunming the warmest 'm a very poor singer. A

place in China? ) But you certainly sing better than me.
C: No, CTuangzhou is ('ev’en. war11‘1er than Henry’s a very slow-driver.

Kunming. T guess it’s just like your But he certainly drives faster than you.

Florida. It’s in the warmest part of our She’s a very quick reader.

country. Yes, she certainly reads more quickly
F: Like the States, China is one of the big- than me.

gest countries in the world. It has a
varied climate. I like living in a country
like this.

—1 —

They’re very careful players.
Yes, they certainly play more carefully
than us.




I don’t understand this very well.

But you certainly understand it better
than 1 (do).

They sing very well.

Yes, they sing better than we (do).

Exercises

Put in pronouns:
1) Your handwriting is better than

But is the best of all.
2} Their room is tidier than
But is the tidiest of all.
3) His talk is more interesting than
But is the most interesting
of all.
4) These flowers are prettier than
But are the prettiest of all.
5) He’s written a good composition.
But is much better, I think.
8) She’s made a good suggestion.
But is much better, I think.
7) He’s got a bad cold.
But is much worse, I think.
8) TI've made a bad mistake.
But is much worse, I should
say.
Read aloud:
(A)

1) He speaks very well, doesn’t he?
Yes, he does. He speaks better than
most of us.
2) She runs very fast, doesn’t she?
Yes, she does. She runs faster than
most of us.
3) She works very hard, doesn’t she?
Yes, she does. She works harder
than most of us.
4) He explains things clearly, doesn’t
he?
Yes, he does. He explains things
more clearly than most of us.

(B)

She dancés very well.
Yes, she does dance well, but Nancy can
dance even better.

— 2 —
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Tom swims very well.

Yes, he does swim ‘well, but John can
swim even better.

The boys work very hard. )

Yes, they do work hard, but the girls
work even harder.

You like music very much.

Yes, I do like it very much, but my sister
likes it even more,

Answer questions:

1) Who is younger, your brother or you?
(I'm younger.)

2) Who is taller, your brother or you?
(My brother is taller.)

3) Who is older, your father or mother?
(My father is older.)

4) Who is shorter, your sister or you?
(My sister is shorter.)

5) Which city is bigger, Nanjing or
Hangzhou?
(Nanjing is bigger.)

6) Which city is more beautiful, Guang-
zhou or Guilin?
(I think Guilin is more beautiful.)

7) Which is more difficult, reading or
speaking?
(I think speaking is more difficult.)

8) Which is more interesting, watching
TV or listening to the radio?
(I think watching TV is more in-
teresting.)

Learn by heart:

(A) good better best
bad worse " worst

(B) big bigger biggest
nice nicer nicest
busy busier busiest
little less least
much} more " most
many .
hot - hotter - hottest
large . larger largest
happy happier happiest

(C) difficult — more difficult
— most difficult
interesting — more interesting
— most interesting




LESSON TWENTY-SIX

New Words

banquet F&r stroll B parade 1T national EFAY expect 8, A\
across X  revolution Ffr  complete TR leap BEEK apartment —Z 2 d]
effort  ¥H part 4  ease %1  housing IR problem  [&]i
republic F:FI1E found 3y  set up RN cultural XL gang IR
smash  ¥iE grow Fi  area HIX sell HE sewing ¥4
translate % stage HE solve e bear B congress KEKS
ahroad F(E4S

Conversation When were the people’s communes set

There’s still a little time left before the
banquet starts. Let’s take a stroll round,
shall we?

Yes, let’s. This is Tian An Men Square.
Parades were often held here on National
Day and May Day. Guess you've heard
about it. :

Yes, I've read a lot about that. It’s real-
ly a marvellous place. I expect it’s the
biggest square in the world. What’s the
large building across the square?

It’s the Musetim of Chinese History and
the Museum of the Chinese Revolution.
It was built at the same time as the Great
Hall of the People.

Was it completed in a short time too?
Yes, in just about ten months. In that
year ten such buildings were put up.

* * * *

What are those tall buildings over there?
They're all apartment houses. They’ve
been put up in the past few years.

Do you plan to build more houses like
these?

Yes, I think so. I hear more tall build-
ings are to be put up in the next few
years. That’s part of our efforts to ease
the housing problem in Beijing. Well, it’s
nearly seven o’clock now. Shall we turn
back?

Yes, let's.

Drills

When was the People’s Republic of
China founded?

It was founded in 1949.

When was the land reform carried out
here?

It was carried out here in 1952.

up?
They were set up in 1958.
When were the Gang of Four smashed?
They were smashed in 1976.
What language is spoken in Australia?
English is spoken there.
What crops are grown in this area?
Wheat and rice are grown here.
What machines are made in this factory?
Sewing-machines are made there.
What fruit is sold in this shop?
All kinds of fruit are sold here.
Has the book been translated into
English?
No, it hasn’t been translated into English.
Has the play ever been staged?
No, it has never been staged.
Have these railways been completed?
No, they haven’t been completed yet.
Have these problems been solved?
No, they haven’'t been solved yet.

Exercises
Answer questions:

1) Where was Chairman Mao born?
(He was born in Shaoshan.)

2) When was our Party founded?
(It was founded in 1921.)

3) Where was our first Party Congress
held? »
(It was held in Shanghai.)

4) When was the 11th Party Congress
held? .
(It was held in August 1977.)

5) How many Party Congresses have
been held?
(Twelve.)

6) How many National People’s Con-
gresses have been held?
(Five.)




7) What foreign language is taught in

solve the problem? What efforts

most schools? have been made to solve the
(English is taught in most schools.) problem?)
8) Where are tractors made? 7) Now the work is done by machines.
(In tractor plants, of course.) (Is the work done by machines now?
i ; . How is the work done now?)
Turn into questions: 8 It is called “blackbird” in English.
1) Xzang‘ Lin’s Wife was shown here (Is it called “blackbird” in English?
last night. What is it called in English?)
(Was Xiang Lin’s Wife shown here
last night? What film was shown 3. Read aloud:
here last night?) Alice in?
9) The story was written by Lu Hsun. isthi:;{e ;2
(Was the story written by Lu Hsun? Are the gir]s going?
Who was the story written by?) I guess so.
3) Over' ten thousar}d copies were sold Will the play be put on in Beijing?
out in one morning. I expect so.
(Were over ten thousand copies sold Have they' finished the work?
out in one morning? How many I hope so
copies were sold out in one morning?) T
4) Twelve apartment houses have been ’ .
put up in this area. 4. Learn by heart:
(Have many apartment houses been hold held held holding
put up in this area? How many set set set setting
apartment houses have been put up bear bore born(e)  bearing
in this area?) sell sold sold selling
5) Xiao Wu has been sent to study show showed shown showing
abroad. plan - planned planned planning
(Has Xiao Wu been sent to study put put put putting
abroad grow grew grown growing
Who has been sent to study abroad?) speak  spoke spoken speaking
6) Some efforts have been made to make made made making
solve the problem. _write  wrote written  writing
(Have any efforts been made to send sent sent sending
New Words
consist of HBIF household %, B brigade FKBA vegetable FE3E use b=z |
maize Tk engage in )% side-line  Ei(¥) oceupa- chicken 3
supply {7 esg W%E  market Wi tion I income WA
further A #—3# -increase M production 4= orchard B machinery 13§
manpower AJJ free R cultiva- hand F duck BT
cement KIE average ¥y tion HF expand K
per cent E4yZ-- inspiring BEEAR
Conversation F: When was it set up?
C: In 1958.
F: What did you say this commune was F: How many families are there in this
called? commune?
C: It’s called the Red Star People’s Com- C: It consists of 2,040 households in twelve
mune. brigades.
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This is the seventh brigade.

What are your major crops?

We mainly grow vegetables. Only a
small part of the land is used for grow-
ing wheat and maize.

Do you also engage in side-line occupa-
tions?

Yes, we do. We've a chicken farm.
Every day we supply a lot of eggs to the
market. We've also got an orchard.
. Nearly one-third of ocur income comes
from side-line occupations.

What do you plan to do to further in-
crease production?

Now most of the work here is still done
by hand. We plan to buy more farm
machinery so that more manpower can
be freed for other work. With the help
of machines, more land can be brought
under cultivation and the orchard can be
expanded more quickly. We’ve also made
plans to start a duck farm and a cement
factory. If everything goes well each
member's average income may increase
50 per cent in two or three years.

That’s inspiring. Now could you take
me round the brigade? I'd like to see
how your work is being done.

All right. Come this way, please.

Drills

Is the railway completed?

It's still being built.

Is the TV set all right now?

It's still being repaired.

Are the letters ready?

They're being typed.

Are the vegetables ready?

They're being washed.

When will the meeting be held?

It'll be held on the 25th.

Where will the trees be planted?

They’ll be planted over there.

What is it going to be called?

It's going to be called the Red Flag Radio
Factory.

How is the work to be done?

It's to be done by machines.

Can this be translated this way?

No, it can’t be translated this way.

Must this be done today?

Well, it can be done either today or to-
morrow.

May the books be taken out of the room?

No, they mustn’t be taken out of the
room,

Should they be given a chance te try?

—_ 5 —

Yes, they should (be given a chance to
try).

Exercises
Read aloud:

(A)

May I have a copy?

Yes, you may.

May she take one?

Yes, she may.

May we sit here?

Yes, you may.

May the children join you?
Yes, they may.

(B)

Will she come today?

She may come today, but she may come
tomorrow.

Will they go by train?

They may go there by train, but they
may go there by boat.

Will you discuss the question now?

We may discuss it now, but we may dis-
cuss it later.

Will they like the idea?

They may like the idea, but they may
not like the idea.

Turn into questions:

1) A railway is being built in Yunnan.
(Is a railway being built in Yunnan?
Where is the railway being built?)

2) The housing problem is being dis-
cussed.

(Is the housing problem being dis-
cussed ? i
What problem is being discussed?)

3) The orchard is going to be expanded
this year.

(Is the orchard going to be expanded
this year? »

When is the orchard going to be ex-
panded?)

4) The bridge is to be completed in
June. '
(Is the bridge to be completed in

June? :
When is the bridge to be completed?)

5) In this way all the fields can be
brought under irrigation.

(Can all the fields be brought under
irrigation in this way?

How can all the fields be brought
under irrigation?)



6) The work must be finished this

6) They're discussing the question.

week. (The question is being discussed.)
(Must the work be finished this 7) We can further increase production
week? this way.
When must the work be finished?) (Production can be further increased
- this way.)
3. Put in the Passive Voice: 8) We should do this with great care..
(This should be done with great
1) A young worker wrote the play. care.)
(The play was written by a young : : .
worker.) 4. Answer questions:
2) They sell all kinds of books there. 1) When were you born? Where were
(All kinds of books are sold there.) you born? )
3) We've put up a lot of new buildings. 2) Were you born before liberation or
(A lot of new buildings have been after liberation?
put up.) 3) When was your home village liberat-
4) They won’t take up this problem at ed?
the meeting. 4) When was land reform carried out
(This problem won’t be taken up at in that area?
the meeting.) 5) When was your commune set up?
5) We're to send more people to work 6) What crops are grown in your com-
there. mune? :
(More people are to be sent to work 7) Was English taught in your school?
there.) 8) When were you sent to study here?
New Words
send %, % lie g%, I war R4% mend B telegram HIR
water 3K village NF parcel f13E lovely TBJEK around FH
age EH plant Fh sure HEN  marry & middle thia)
poem w happiness £i8 fiancé Rigk really Eir envy R
veteran (%) recite HiE imagine 8% S0-50 (R, dull R
B cousin FE either HCR) depart- . nephew &
cave AR (3> head 3k, £ ment &K, T coat EXK, KK
. this summer.
‘Conversation F: I'm glad to hear it. Who's the middle-
F: What's that you're looking at? aged woman in this picture?
C: Some pictures my sister’s just sent me. C: She’s my aunt, who also teaches at the
She’s a teacher at a village school. school. It's she who got my sister tfo
F: May I have a look at them? work there. She loves her work and is
C: Sure. This is the school where she loved by everyone in the school.
works. F: It’s good to love one’s work. And to be
F: Oh, it’s a lovely place with all these trees lc?ved by everyboyly is the greatest hap-
around. Are these the children she is piness one could imagine. "I really envy
teaching? her. :
C: Yes. Theyre now watering the trees s
they have planted. Drills
F: Who's the young man she’s talking to? A. What did you think of the play they put
C: He's her fiancé, who has just been sent on?

to work there. They're getting married

6 _

It was very good.

adadess 4



What did you think of the poem Xiao 5) The coat was lying on the bed. It
Liu recited? is Jane's. -
It wasn’t bad, either. (The coat that was lying on the bed
What did you think of the song they is Jane’s.)
sang? 6) Here is the parcel. It came this
It was just so-so. morning.
What did you think of the story Tom (Here is the parcel that came this
told? morning.)
It was very dull. ! 7) Is that the girl? You want to see the
Do you know the veteran cadre who girl.

(Is that the girl you want to see?)

Who is the comrade? You were,

talking about him.

(Who is the comrade you were talk-
ing about?)

I don’t like the book. He lent me

the book.

(I don't like the book he lent me.)

spoke to us yesterday?
Yes. He is an old friend of my father’s. 8)
Do you know the girl who came to see
Mary this morning?
Yes. She’s her cousin.
Do you know the middle-aged man who 9)
put forward the suggestion? .

Yes. He’s head of our department.

Do you know the boy who was speaking 10) Xiao Li raised a question. What do

to Lao Yang just now? you think of it?
Yes. He’s his nephew. (What do you think of the question
Is this the cave-room where Chairman Xiao Li raised?)

Mao lived when he was in Yan’an? 11) I know a comrade. His father is a
Right. He lived here during the war steel worker.

years. (I know a comrade whose father is
Is this the room where the First Party a steel worker.)

Congress was held? - 12) The boy is now in the army. He

saved the boy’s life.
(The boy whose life he saved is now
in the army.)

Right. The First Party Congrws was
held in this room.

Is this the place where Lu Hsun lived
when he was in Beijing?

Right. Lu Hsun lived here when he was 2, Join the sentences, using relative

in Beijing. .
Is this the school where Comrade Chou adverbs:

.En-laj studied when he was in Tianjin? 1) This is the hotel. She stayed here
Right." He studied here when he was in when she was here last time.

Tianjin. (This is the hotel where she stayed

vl)

Exercises

when she was here last time.)

2) You worked in a factory last month.
: : : Is that the factory?
Joggngzi:?;ir;gels{eél:sl:agr r?latlve (Is that the factory where you work-
p ' y: ed last month?)
The man wrote a song. The man is 3) She is going to spend her holidays
a worker. in Qingdao. Her father is working
(The man who wrote the song is a there.
worker.) (She is going to spend her holidays

2) The girl looks after Aunt Wang. in Qingdao, where her father is
The girl lives in the next street. working.

(The girl who looks after Aunt Wang 4) Let’s sit in the front. We can hear
lives in the next street.) the speaker more clearly there.

3) The comrade mended our television. (Let’s sit in the front, where we can
He did it very well. hear the speaker more clearly.)
(The comrade who mended our 5) I joined the Party on that day. I'll

television did it very well.) always remember the day.

4) Do you know the boy? He brought (I'll always remember the day when
the telegram. I joined the Party.)

(Do you know the boy who brought . 6) We were in the army for a few years.

the telegram?)

—_—T—

We're talking about those years.




(We're talking about the years when
we were in the army.)

3. Complete the sentences:

1)

2)

Who is the comrade that. . .

(He came to speak to us yesterday.
He’s sitting in the middle.

He phoned you this morning.)
There is someone in the office
who. . .

(He is asking to see you.

He wants to talk to you.

- He’s doing the work.)

3)

4)

o)

6)

Here is the book. . .

(I borrowed it from the library.

I got it from my aunt.)

There is a comrade in our class

whose. . .

(His father is a miner.

His home is in the northeast.

His pronunciation is very good.)

That’s the place where. . .

(We met there last time.

We're going to work there next week.

They found oil there.)

That was the day when. . .

(We saw our great leader Chairman
Mao on that day.

The meeting was held on that day.

We set out for Yan’an on that day.)

4. Answer questions:

1)

What’s the first English word you
learned?
(It’s the word “I".)

4)

5)

6)

)

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

learned?

(It's “Red is the East”.)

What’s the first story you heard

about?

(It's about Lei Feng.)

What’s the name of the first English

film you saw?

(It's “Roots”.)

What’s a steel worker?

(A steel worker is one who makes
steel.)

What’s a bus driver?

(A bus driver is one who drives a
bus.)

What’s a radio parts factory?)

(It's one that makes radio parts.)

What’s a dictionary

(It’s a book that explains the mean-
ing of words.} :

What’s a school?

(It’s a place when people are educat-
ed.) .

What’s a library?

(It’s a place where you can borrow
books.)

Do you know anyone whose home is

in Shansi?

(Yes, I do. Xiao Liu’s home is there.)

Is there a shop in the street where

we can buy fruit and vegetables?

(Yes, there is one right across the
street.) .

Do you still remember the day when

thousands upon thousands of people

went to Tian An Men Square to

show their love for Premier Zhou

2) What's the first English sentence you and their hatred for the Gang of
learned? Four?
(It's “I love China”.) (Certainly. It was April 5, 1976.
3) What’s . the first English song you I’'ll never forget the day.)
New Words
structure %ZE#)  especially ¥55)E  necessary MSER idea A verb Zhi
pattern 4% infinitive RER object K& gerund zh&i  clause M
follow iR complex HEH example #i-F phrasal BRIEN point =1
advisable T[EUf] group B fE—# master KiE preposi- different RAFK
definition X roughly FHEEH plus im tion Ar3d adverb EliR
special R0 function {ER regard EE illustrate $EBA forceful #HH

expressive F XM T




C:

Conversation

I find English very difficult to learn.
It's alwavs difficult to learn a foreign
language.

I find sentence structure especially dif-
fieult, When I speak or write, I don’t
krow how to arrange my sentences.
Well, to solve this problem, it’s necessary
to have a good idea of verb patterns.
That’s to say, when you learn a verb, you
must know what comes after it. Some
verbs take an infinitive as object, some
have a gerund or a clause as object. Some
are followed by a complex object.

Can you give some examples to illustrate
the point?

Yes. Take the verb ‘“ask” for instance.
You can say: “He asked me a question”.
You can also say: “He asked to see me”,
“He asked me whether 1 could help him”
and “He asked me how to say it in
English”. It's advisable to group the
verbs in a way to help us master the verb
patierns.

By the way, what’s a phrasal verb?
Different people have different defini-
tions for it. Roughly speaking, if a verb
plus a preposition or an adverb has a
special meaning and functions just like
one verb, we can call it a phrasal verb.
“Look for”, “look after”, “look into”,
“look up’”, “‘look forward to” and ‘“look
down upon™ can all be regarded as
phrasal verbs.

English is rich in phrasal verbs, isn't it?
Yes, it is. That makes English difficult
to learn. But once you've mastered
them, youll find them very expressive
and forceful. You'll like to use them.

Drills

Is it difficult to drive a car?

No, it isn’t very difficult to drive a car.

Is 1t necessary to franslate the text into
Chinese?

No, it isn’t necessary to translate it into
Chinese.

Is it gond to smoke a lot?

No. it isn’t good to smoke a lot.

Is it important to have a lot of practice?

Yes, it’s very important to have a lot of
practice.

Alice wants to make a paper flower.

Please tell her how to make one.

Louisa wants to buy a notebook.

Please tell her where to buy it.

The girls want to see the professor.

Please tell them when to see him.

They want to learn to mend the radio.

Please show them how to mend it.

What did you go there for?

I went there to watch a football game.

What do you send the children to school
for?

We send them there to study.

What did they buy those machines for?

They bought the machines to help
mechanize farm work.

What have you come here for?

I've come to learn from you.

Exercises

Answer these questions:

1) Do you find English difficult to
learn?
(Yes, I do.

learn.)

2) What do you find especially dif-
ficult?

(I find sentence structure difficult to
master.)

3) What must we do in order to solve
this problem?

(I think we must try to get a good
idea of verb patterns.)

4) What must we do when we learn a
verb?

(We must know what comes after
it.)

5) Does every verb take an object?
(No, not every verb. Some do.

Some don’t.)

6) Is it good to group the verbs?
(Yes, if we do it in the right way.)

7) What’s a phrasal verb?

(I'm afraid it’s very difficult to ex-

I find it very difficult to

plain.
I really don’t know how tn explain
it.)
8) Have you learned many phrasal
verbs?

(Yes., we've learnt quite a lot))
9) Can you give some examples?

(Yes. “Turn on”, “turn off”, “put
on”, “put off”’, *go on”, “go in
for” are all phrasal verbs, I think.)

10) Is English rich in phrasal verbs?

(Yes, it is. That makes English dif-
ficult to learn.)

11) Do you like to use them?

(It's hard to say. Now I'm just be-
ginning to learn English.

I think later T'll like to use them.)




2. Underline the object: you.
1) Tl iry to be more careful next time. 3, Translate:
2) Soon it, began .to ran. 1) What are you looking for?
3) al;;etechlldren first learn to read and 2) She looks after the commune’s sheep.
4) Refnember to tell them about it, will 3) L.et’s look up the word in the dic-
you? tionary. .
5) I'm sorry I forgot to post your letter. 4) The secretary said he’d look into the
6) We prefer to put the meeting off. matter. .
7 They hope to see China strong. 5) fr}il:x{ d;ooked upon us as their best
8 Id l(.)ve to go with you. . 6) In the old days women were looked
9) %hel.o}flfered to help me with my down upon by people.
ng 1sh. . . 7) He looked through the newspaper
10) We'll continue to discuss the ques- before he went to bed.
tion at the next meeting. . 8) We're looking forward to seeing you
11) He agreed to come and speak to us again in Beijing.
about the situation in the Middle .
East. 4, Read aloud:
12) I had meant to come and see you last
night, but I had to go to a meeting. Will he go to the show?
13) She didn’t expect to find so many He’ll go if we ask him to.
_ friends there, Will she come to the meeting?
14) They promised to do their best to Sh'e 1 come .Jf we ask her to.
Will you join?
help us. 1 s e s
. . I'll join if you ask me to.
15) They decided not to go on with the Will they help in the work?
work. They’ll help in the work if you ask them
16) We managed to get two tickets for to.
- New Words
wrong 4%, HFEHR intonation EiF difficulty Hisg under- recording &
imitate #L{5 improve  #udt native AR stand {# . heart £
contact  Hfih gradually i, compre- reason Hih method i
produce =4 experi- hension g5 advice Pk daily FRY
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Conversation very good. People have difficulty in un-

aiq 3

How are you getting on with your
English study?

I'm . afraid I'm not doing very well.
What’s wrong?

My pronunciation and intonation aren’t

—_ 10 —

F:
C:

derstanding me. Besides, I don't speak
well. When I speak, I make a lot of
mistakes,

Do you often listen to recordings?

No, not very often. I spend most of my
time in reading.




