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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

This is the third book in a series of three which presents oral
activities for learners of English. This book is designed to be
used by learners who are upper intermediate or advanced
level. Itis o:ganiséd as a number of units which contain dis-
cussions, pair work and group work. Each uﬁit presents a
particular theme and can be used in any order depending up-
on the interest of the students using the book. o

As stated in the preamble to book one, proficiency in oral _
English can never be achieved by simply 'readir’ig and memo-
rizing lists of words or dialogues. The best and ‘miost effec-
tive means is by direct coramunication with af interlocutor
(partner). While the majOrit'y of learners will not have thi_e
~ facility of a native speaker or qualified English teacher to
practise with, if they-are to achieve any ¢ompetence in the
language they will have to fiid friends of like mind to prac-
tise with. These activities therefore are best practised with 4
a small number of students cooperating together. The
following are some suggestions as to how thé activities can
be best carried out. '



Discussions

These should be undertaken by two to five people (any more
should split into two groups) who should look at the activity
and each should be prepared to respond to the situations pre-
sented in the text. Do not be afraid of disagreeing with each
other, or indeed disagreeing with the points presen'ted in
the book. Some of the discussion points have deliberately
been made provocative so as to elicit some form of response
from the participants. There is no time limit for these dis-
cussions, take as long as you need if you find the topics
challenging or someone can make a contribution to the con-
versation.

Pair work

These are usually short role plays for two people. For each
pair work there are alternative scenarios so that dlfferent
role plays can be carned out by many participants together
The organisation of -the role plays can be in two ways. The
first is for one person to play their part (A1) and their part-
ner simply, play the second part (A2). When‘completedb
simply swap roles with each other and repeat the role play.
An alternative idea is, that in a small group sit together in a
circle and djstr_ibute the role play cards in order to each par-
ticipant starting with Al, then A2, Bl, B2 etc. until they
are all used. Should there be more participants than role
play cards then simply copy more cards and carry on the se-

quence until all participants have been given a card. Carry
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out the role play as normal but when completed each partici-
pant should pass on their role play card to the next person
on their left (or their right if you prefer). In this way each
participant gets to play the role play twice, being person 1
or 2 but they also change partners each time.

Group Work

The majority of the activities in this book require five par-
ticipants. Most have been arranged that one person is in
charge of the role play and has to make a decision based up-
on the other four’s advice, opinions or persuasion. There is
no answer to any of the role plays in that the decisions made
are entirely those of the participants. For example, 'the
Group work role cards in the court room scenario in the
Man Trap section does not present the defendent of being
either guilty or innocent. Guilt or innocence has to be decid-
ed by the Judge, based on the skillful arguments.of the par-
ticipants.

Audio Cassette -

Accompnaying this book are two audio cassette tapes which
contaif recordings of the new words and expressions insthe
book. There are also examples of how the roleplays may be
conducted.

It should be noted that the language spoken during the role-
plays is as near to “natural English” as possible in that it
contains pauses, repititions, etc. ,all of which are normal in
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colloquial oral English.

Furthermore the participants in the roleplays represent a va-
riety of different accents ranging from American, Aus-
tralian, British and South African.

To assist learners in their understanding of the roleplays,
we have transcribed the roleplays and put them at the back
of the book.

It should be emphasied that learners should not simply. try -
and memorize the text but should note the way the interac-
tions are carried out, paying special attention to the intona-
tion, stress and rhythm of the interactions.

Whilst these activities will never be a substitute for genuine
interaction in English, if used earnestly and with imagina-
tion, they will contribute greatly to a learner’s oral fluency
ability and build up confidence in being able to use a foreign
language for real communicative purposes.
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1. OIL POLLUTION

Introduction

This unit is primarily concerned with pollution and the ne-
gative effects that it has on the environment and on society.
Along with a partner or in small groups, consider all the di-
fferent types of pollutlon which are common today and think
of examples that you know of noise pollution, air pollution,
- water Rgllutlon, etc.

Scenario

Imagme that you are resi-
dents in a small ooasml
wllage Your vxllage is fa-

mous for its oysters and

special seaweed which is

.. -
muu—nW
grown in the shallows near .
. . ity

the coast. It is located in a onsa
picturesque natural harbour and has golden yellow sand
which attracts thousand% of tourists durmg the holiday sea-

son between June and August every year. Furthermore
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there is a small island just off the coast of the village which
is a bird sanctuary and is the home of hundreds of species of
sea birds. The research station located on the island has
won many international prizes for its contribution to ecolo-
gy. The main industry of the village is tourism in summer,
but during the winter it relies on income from the oysters,
seaweed and a large number of fish farms which Breed fish
for export to Japan.

Discussion

Now consider specific examples of oil polltition which have
occurred over the past few years, such as the damage caused
to Great Britain in the 1960’s by the Torrey Canyon!, and -
in the 1980’ s the Exon Valdez’ in Canada, more recently,
the Gulf War® when the oil wells were blown up and tons of
crude oil leaked into the sea. What were the results of these
oil sptllagee"Wbat damage did the oil cause, to the environ-
ment, to the plants and to wildlife? What was the cost of
these 011 splllages in terms of money, lives and env1ron—
ment" '

e

Reading Text -

One morning you wake up and turn on your radio to hsten
to the news and you hear the following report:
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“Good morning, it is Monday 2nd of June, here is the
news. Gale force winds last night caused heavy damage
along the south east coast. Several ships have been re-
ported lost and an oil tanker has run aground® off the
shore and is spilling its load. into the sea. Emergency
services are doing the best they can to contain the oil,
but the high winds and tide is expected to carry. a.15
km long oil slick toward the coast. Villages in the area
are already reporting isolated patches of ail, byt they.
fear that the worst is yet to come at high tide which is
due this evening at 8 pm. Troops and special cleaning
equipment have been ordered to the area, but it will be
some time before it cap. reach the affected areas, Aq the.
busy tourist season is just about to start, this could be

- life and death for the coastal villages in the path of the

Slle 7 i

V(‘)_cabulary'

Match the following worde or phrases with’ the most appro-
priate description:: :

a. Géle force 1+ g b. Oil tariker

c. Spilling its load d. Emergency services
e. To contain the . .. f. Oil slick



