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A Brief Introduction

Fan Zhen is an outstanding philosopher and anti—
theist in the Southern Dynasty. He advanced the theory
of the body and soul, which develops a new concept out of
the old one and serves as a milestone in the field of anti—
theism. Fan Zhen, therefore, holds an important place in
the history of anti— theism, both home and abroad. The
writer of this book, with the help of historical material-
ism, provides a detailed presentation and appraisal of Fan’
s family background, biographical sketch, social and po-
litical viewpoints, and especially his anti — theist ideas.
The writer also mades analyses of Fan’s contributions as
well as his ideological limitations in Chinese anti— theist
history. Drawing upon the available reference materials,
the writer makes a close study and puts forth some new
ideas on the historical background of Fan’s publication of
“on the Mortality of Soul”, the relation between Fan and
Taoism, and the influence to Fan’s ideology by the tradi-

tional Chinese medicine.




