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Embroidery in China

Embroidery is one of inventions China has
made over the past 5,000 years, which
demonstrates the great intelligence of the
people. Embroidery was developed with the
discovery and use of silk and has become
part of people’s daily lives.

Silk is a liquid silkworms produce in the
process of spinning cocoons. Silk has high
resilience and tensile strength. A silkworm
can produce some 1,000 metres of silk.
Ancient women used to raise silkworms, reel
silk and do embroidery at home to support
their families. China began to produce silk
fabrics in the Liangzhu Culture Period of the
New Stone Age. The industry flourished in
the Yin and Shang dynasties and became
mature in the Han and Tang dynasties.
Between the Han Dynasty and Tang
Dynasty, large amounts of silk were sold to
the Western countries. The channel to the
West was called by overseas and Chinese
historians “the Silk Road.” Fabrics are
varied because they are weaved in different
looms and ways. Silk is the general name for
all fabrics. Patterns for silk fabrics are
colourful and have found favour with the
people. Early silk fabrics were tasteful, but
they were outshone by the brocade. Silk
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fabrics developed fast in the process of
developing cotton fabrics. China’s earliest
cotton textiles and print were discovered in
Xinjiang, which were produced between the
Eastern Han and the Southern and Northem
dynasties. China developed the textile
industry in the Song Dynasty and Songjiang
in Shanghai became a nationali textile centre
in the Ming Dynasty. Meanwhile, minority
nationalities also produced many kinds of
brocade.

Embroidery was developed on the sewing
basis. Sewing clothes was also a civilization
of the mankind. More than 18,000 years ago,
China’s Upper Cave Man in the Old Stone
Age began to sew animal skins with stone
needles and girls were required to learn how
to spin cotton into yarn and weave yarn into
cloth when they were very young. All this
promoted the embroidery business. There is a
folk song called “Embroider a Small Bag”,
which is in vogue nationwide. The song
reflects the love and yearning of a young
woman for her husband and it sounds very
beautiful.

There are thrce kinds of embroidery in
technique, which include braid embroidery,
knit embroidery and hair embroidery.
Embroidery also can be divided into Suzhou
Embroidery, Henan Embroidery, Sichuan

Embroidery and Gu Embroidery according to
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regions. Gus’ embroidery in Shanghai, also
called “Luxiang Garden Embroidery”, was
well-known abroad. Shen Shou, a Suzhou
embroidery specialist, exerted great effect on
China’s painting embroidery and created
many outstanding embroidery works.
Stitchwork a kind of embroidery, is also
called “Tiao Embroidery”, but it is different
from others. Stitchwork is generally woven
with cotton cloth or cotton threads instead of
silk. The element of stitchwork is the
interweaved cross stitch. Innumerable
stitches constitute the patterns of stitchwork.
Hence stitchwork is also called “Cross
Embroidery”. In the Han nationality regions,
people used to weave blue flowers on white
clothes and vice versa. Stitchwork is very
popular and can be seen everywhere.
Tiaohua is made by hand, which is pregnant
with women’s yearning for beautiful future.
Though rural women don’t treat their works
as artists do, they also reflect their own
ideals and aspirations. They said, “A
beautiful flower can give off a sweet scent
dozens of years.”

China’s silk fabrics and embroidery have a
brilliant history of several thousand years.
They have greatly enriched the civilization of
the Chinese nation. Many handmade
embroidery works have been developed in

modern times such as imitations of silk



B A COLLECTION OF BEST ARTISTIC WORKS m Z H BB A H

embroidery, double-faced embroidery and
double-faced embroidery with different
colours. People will continue to use their
wisdom for more artistic works. It is certain
that China’s embroidery will, as always, go
ahead.

--the end
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y 1 HEESHE - X
A gilded copper
silkworm (Han)
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2 REER - &
Picking mulberry
(Warring States)

3 REE X
Picking mulberry
(Han)
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Damask with circular pattern (facsimile) (Shang)
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A stone carving figure
(facsimile) (Shang)
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Silk fabrics with cloud-and-thunder design (facsimile) (Shang)




