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A Brief Introduction

This book re-explains the unique logic and style of
Zhuangzi’ s thought in the cultural background of both hermit’s
tradition and Daoist school. Zhuangzi is a great hermit thinker in
the middle of the period of warring states. His thought is broad
and profound, involving many important questions with which
the intellectual circles were concerned in that time, yet the key
point of his thought is to search for individual’s place in the tur-
bulent days. Zhuangzi has distinctive observation of the darkness
of the society and the agony of human life. He didn’ 1 believe
that the retired life style practiced by traditional hermits was a
true refuge in the dark world, so he advocated a life style of
joke practice. The thought of joke practice looks jolly and fun-
ny, but in fact a way of refusing reconciliation with “existence”
in any places, and keeping the solitariness in one’ s inner
world. On the other hand, however, Zhuangzi carried on the
idealistic tradition of hermits, wanting to search for a pure and
fresh life among the general rotten circumstances. He combined
the pure and fresh ideal with the Daoist theory, and found a the-
ory about establishing a new relationship between man and

world.
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