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1. Thanksgiving 1

1| Thanksgiving ma%

In 1620 a group of English people, who were unhappy with the
way that Church of English was organized, set sail from Plymouth
on a ship called the Mayflower. They wanted to find a new church
in America.

After six weeks at sea, the Pilgrims landed at what is now Ply-
mouth Rock, Massachusetts, in 1620. They had a hard winter and
nearly half of them died. But the local Indians provided seeds for the
corn, which the Europeans had never seen before. They also helped
the English settlers to hunt and fish.

Fortunately the first year’ s harvest was good. The Pilgrims
wanted to thank both God and also the Indians. So the governor de-
clared a feast and invited the Indians to join in. About ninety Indi-
ans brought along fish, deer meat, turkey and pumpkin. The Indi-
ans taught the Pilgrims how to crush corn and make it into hot corn-
meal bread. They feasted with English settlers for three days. The
next year no Thanksgiving celebrations were held, and it didn’t be-
come an annual event until the 1780s. Thanksgiving became a na-
tional holiday due to the author of ‘Mary had a little lamb’, Sarah
Joseph Hale, who began her campaign in 1846. George Washington
had proclaimed a national Thanksgiving pay to honor the new Con-
stitution, and Hale proposed calling it Union Thanksgiving, as she
hoped the states would thus be brought into closer union. Anyway,



2 Different Cultures

She won the support of Lincoln, who chose 6 August as the date,
though the following year Thanksgiving was proclaimed a national
holiday on the last Thursday of November. But Roosevelt felt that it
was a bit too close to Christmas, so in 1939 Thanksgiving was held
on the third Thursday. Finally in 1941 a joint resolution in Congress
established it once and for all on the fourth Thursday.

Today, Americans celebrate this happy harvest festival in the
fourth Thursday of November with much the same food as had been
eaten at the first thanksgiving.

New Words

Plymouth ['plime8} n. ¥ B¥FH (EMZFEREHB W)

Mayflower [‘meiflaua] n. LA (M54)

Pilgrim ['pilgrim] n. 1620 FH B EMB T F EF AR MM K
= 15 BhE

Massachusetts [ mesatfusits] n. DEEEEM (EXERTBHM)

fortunately [‘foitfonitli] adv. 3z, 7 F#

Indian [‘indian] n. (EWMB)ERFERXA

crush [kraf] v. FERE

feast [fist] n. B2, B84, 8%

annual ['zenjual] adj. —FE—KK, —F/

campaign [ keem'pein] n. &3l

proclaim [prokleim] v. 5, A%

constitution [ konstitjufan] n. BOAHIE, ik

resolution [ rezaljufon] n. P, WE ;RO

Congress ['kongres] n. fRESV;EE

Phrases and Expressions

deeto HHI,BF



1. Thanksgiving 3

once and for all KSR, Rilt—K

Reading Comprehension

I . Write “T”(true) or “F”(false) for each statement.

1. In the early 17th century in England, a group of English people
decided to leave England and set up a new church in America.

2. The Pilgtims finally arrived in America after one and a half
months at sea.

3. The governor invited the Indians to celebrate the bumper harvest
with English settlers, because both the Pilgrims and the Indians
wanted to thank God.

4. With the support of Lincoln, Hale chose 6 August as the date to
celebrate the happy harvest festival.

5. Today, Americans eat fish, deer meat, turkey and pumpkin on
Thanksgiving Day.
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2 | Halloween B XHaisy

Halloween is celebrated on October 31 in both Britain and in
the U.S. The main event is trick and treating—children knock on
people’s doors asking for treats (sweets/candies). If these people
refuse to give the children anything then the children play some
practical joke on them. )

Halloween derives from the ancient Celtic feast of the dead
known as Samhain. Samhain meant end of the summer, and this
feast also celebrated the close of the harvest. Samhain coincided with
the beginning of the year, which began in what is now November.
The change from one year to another was a magical time, and the
Celts believed that the living could communicate with the dead on
this night. The dead lived in a land of eternal youth and happiness
called Tir Nan Og, which they shared with fairies. On this night
the fairies would try and trick human beings into becoming lost and
trapped forever. Traditionally, New Year’s Eve festivals such as
this were a time for playing tricks and practical jokes. Adults and
children would imitate the fairies and go from house to house asking
for treats, such as food. If the owner didn’ t give them a treat, then
they would play a trick on him. Turnips were used, to hide the
faces of the trick and treaters. Turnips were also hollowed out and
faces carved like pumpkins in the United States today. Then candles

were put inside and these turnip lanterns were used to scare away
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the fairies and evil spirits. Great fires were lit and many animals
were killed, not as a sacrifice, but as a source of food for the coming

winter. There is little evidence that human sacrifices were made.
New Words

coincide [ kouin'said] vi. T58&;—

magical ['meedsikel] adj. RAIE UK, FR K
communicate [ komjunikeit] vt. &5 ; E &
eternal [{toml] adj. KAH ;KM

trap [treep] vt. {fBAARBE, IR

imitate ['imiteit] vt. 805 ;5%

turnip ['tanip) n. E&HF; ¥ b

lantern [leentan] n. #4778

sacrifice ['seekrifais] n. BRE% ;4% &

evidence ['evidans] n. % ; iEHE

Phrases and Expressions

practical joke EAER

trick somebody into doing something Mt A EZHFEHE
scare away N ; MFsE

hollow out &%

Reading Comprehension

Choose the best answer for each of the following statements
1. Who were first to celebrate Halloween?

A. Americans.

B. Celts.

C. Vikings.
2. Sambhain means the
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A. end of summer

B. beginning of winter

C. all hallows’ (saints’) evening

. The Celts believed that the dead lived

A. in aland of eternal youth and happiness
B. trapped forever inside turnips

C. with the fairies

. Is the origin of trick or treat connected with the use of pump-
kins?

A. Yes.

B. No.

C. Not necessarily.

. Were human sacrifices made?

A. Yes.

B. No.

C. Maybe.
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3| Mother's Day #8x%

The first celebrations in honour of mothers were held in the
spring in ancient Greece. They paid tribute to Rhea, the Mother of
the Gods. During the 17th century, England honoured mothers on
“Mothering Sunday,” celebrated on the fourth Sunday of Lent.

In the United States, Julia Ward Howe first suggested the idea
of Mother’s Day in 1872. Later, Anna Jarvis was credited with
bringing about the official observance of Mother’s Day, Two years
after her mother died in 1905. Jarvis held a ceremony in Grafton,
West Virginia, to honor her. She was so moved by the proceedings
that she began a massive campaign to adopt a formal holiday honor-
ing mothers. In 1910, West Virginia became the first state to recog-
nize Mother’s Day. A year lafer, nearly every state officially
marked the day. In 1914, President Woodrow Wilson officially pro-
claimed Mother’s Day as a national holiday to be held on the second
Sunday of May.

Jarvis accomplishment turned bitter for her. She thought Chil-
dren could honor their mothers by spending some time with them as
an act of love and care. However, the holiday turned out to be a ma-
jor event for department stores, flowers shops and greeting card in-
dustry to raise money. “This is not what I intended,” Jarvis said.
“] wanted it to be a day of sentiment, not profit!”

Jarvis died in 1948, at age 84. She had never been a mother.
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She told a reporter shortly before her death that she was sorry she
had ever started Mother’s Day. She spoke these words in a nursing
home where every Mother’s Day her room had been filled with cards
from all over the world.

Today many celebrations of Mother’s Days are held throughout
the world. Although they do not all fall at the same time, such
countries as Denmark, Finland, Italy, Turkey, Australia and Bel-
gium ‘also celebrate Mother’ s Day on the same day as the United
States.

New Words

celebration [ selibreifon] n. PSiit, 33|

celebrate ['selibreit] vt. BK#; 247X

Lent [lent] n. MAF, KFH (HFEPAEZKERN=[KFHN
B-R]IPEBFWAOXR, BBFEARIESM AR E YRS
miT R FET)

observance [ abzevans] n. LA, 44K

proceeding [ prosiidin] n. f78h; 2630 ; [ & 15 3h; 5 A

adopt [adopt] vt. R ; '

recognize ['rekagnaiz] vt. &Ik

officially [sfifoli] adv. BH ;¥ EM; ERK

mark [mak] vt. PR ; TR AR E

accomplishment [ skomplifmont] n. 5Z&%; Bk

bitter ['bito] a. FEERH, M

major ['mejd3s] ad. BAR REER

intend [intend] vt. T8 ; & #

sentiment [ 'sentimant] n. BR1# ;1§

profit [ profit] n. #I#8; 354t

fall [fol] vi. &



