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Compiler s Notes

“A virtuous man must have said some-
thing of note.” This is a pithy saying of
Confucius, the most influential thinker and ed-
ucationist in Chinese history.

Confucius left behind him a rich legacy of
celebrated dictums covering a wide range of
subjects, including self-cultivation, govern-
ment and the people, cducation and leamning,
human relations and making [riends, fraternal
duty and filial piety. Many of these sayings are
still signilicantly educational and enlightening
today.

We have selected from the treasure house
of his wise savings some short quotations
which are easy to read and memorize. Accom-
panied by the English translation and illustra-
tions, they promise a very enjoyable and
rewarding experience for Chinese and foreign

readers alike.
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Since the age of 15, I have devoted my-

self to learning.
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Zeng Zi said, “A scholar must be reso-
lute and steadfast, for his burden is heavy and
his road is long. To practise the virtue of
benevolence in the world is his burden. Is that
not heavy? Only with death does his journey
come to an end. Is that not long?”
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An army may be deprived of its com-
manding officer, yey a man cannot be de-
prived of his wil].
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I wish for the old to live in peace and
comfort, friends to trust each other and the
young to be taken good care of.
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