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Lesson 1 Learning English on Internet

On Internet, most people have more opportunities to commu-
nicate with foreigners, and can choose topics more freely than
they do in face-to-face communications.

We met an American college student when chatting on Inter-
net. He said that the Chinese people lack humor, just like mum-

mies. So we sent the following story (Story 1) to him.

Story 1

The Extraterrestrials’ Experiment

The extraterrestrial beings wanted to study the psychology of
human beings by experiments, so they selected China, Japan,
Germany and the United States, from each of which they caught
two very handsome young men and a very beautiful young
woman, settling them on four deserted islands respectively''' | and
offering them sufficient foods and other living necessities. This
was designed to find out what would happen when two men and
one woman lived together.

One year later, the extraterrestrials came to the island where

e 1.



the Chinese were living, and they found that the three persons
were still common friends, because they were still missing their
lovers. On the island where the Germans were living, there were
only one man and one woman living together, with the third
gone, because he had been Kkilled in a duel. Contrary to the case
of the Germans, there was one more person on the island where
the Japanese were living, but the two men shifted responsibilities
on each other and quarreled endlessly, because the Japanese are
always unwilling to admit what they have done. What happened
among the Americans made the extraterrestrials dumbfounded.
The two men addicted themselves to homosexuality, and the

woman was left out in the cold!

He changed his opinion immediately after reading it. But he
said the story showed that the American people are the most crea-
tive and the Chinese people are the most conservative. When he
learned that we were Ph. D. candidates, he thought we would be
scientists or inventors. So he sent us three stories, making fun of

doctor, scientist and inventor respectively.

Story 2

" The Romantic Story of a Ph. D.

One day when a Ph. D. candidate went out of the campus to
buy some reagents, suddenly he took notice of a shop assistant.

She was well-proportioned, very graceful, and smiling warmly
2.



and sincerely. “What a good girl!” he thought, “she is so con-
scientious in her work, just as I am in my experiment, and she is
so charming!” He made up his mind to chase her immediately af-
ter his graduation.

When the Ph. D. candidate got his doctorate, he bought
name brand suits and leather shoes and dressed himself up. He
took on a new look and bid farewell to his past image as a sanita-
tion worker. After reading several books on love psychology, he
mustered up all his courage to enter the shop, intending to get
acquainted with the girl. “Oh, my God!” he couldn’t help cry-
ing. The girl he had loved so deeply turned out to be a plastic

model!

Story 3

* Pound Wise and Penny Foolish'*’

Albert Einstein was a genius in science, but he did not care
about everyday things. For instance, he often wore a suit without
a tie, and he even went to class in slippers. So there are a lot of
anecdotes about him. The following story is one of them.

One day, Einstein went to the kitchen to help his wife with
cooking. He was irritated to tears when peeling onions. His wife told
him that it would be far more comfortable to peel onions in water.

A moment later, his wife noticed that Einstein had disap-
peared. After failing to find him in sitting room, study or bed-
room, she was so anxious that she rushed out to the yard and

« 3.



shouted, “Albert, Albert!”

Just then, Einstein emerged from the swimming pool and
said, “You told me, it’s more comfortable to peel onions in wa-
ter; 1 carried out the experiment, only to find I couldn’t even

y

open my eyes, or even breathe. You fooled me. ..’

Story 4

" The Lazy Players

Tomas Edison, the greatest inventor in history, was a worka-
holic, and he had even fewer hobbies than Einstein.

Once Ford invited Edison to an Austrian symphony concert.
Edison had no interest at all, but he stayed in his seat out of po-
liteness.

When the concert was over, Edison said to Ford in surprise,
“Why were the Austrian players so lazy? They sat motionlessly
with tools in their hands. Their boss was so annoyed that he wiel-
ded a stick and threatened to beat them; thus they were intimida-
ted into playing. But as soon as the boss put down his stick, they
immediately stopped. Each time they made their boss bow and

”

apologize to the audience. ..

Questions ;
1. Give an example of the Japanese’s unwillingness to admit
what they have done.
2. What was the “boss” doing when he was wielding a stick?
4.



Key;
1. The Japanese are always denying the Nanjing Massacre'*’
and other crimes in their aggressions against China.

2. He was conducting the symphony.

New Words & Phrases

chat /tfzt/ n. &. BIK, ik

*mummy /'mami/ n. KJ3MF; RBEHSHA

* extraterrestrial / ekstroti'restrial/ adj. HWIRIMNY, FHH
n. ShE A

® psychology /sai'koladzi/ n. 3EE(HE R, LY

* deserted /di'zaitid/ adj. AFRFZER; BN HBEFHN

respectively /ri'spectivli/ adv. 4y B3y, & P, & B

sufficient /sa'fifont/ adj. Z4H), EBH

* duel /djuzal, dusl/ n. &v. F3}

shift / fift/ n. & v. HEE), #H, 5

* dumbfound /dam'faund/ v. FREER HEOR

%addict /a'dikt/ vt. B, F LB n LEE, I%E

* homosexuality /'homou,seksju'loti/ n. [FH0

“reagent /ri(:)'eidzont/ n. ({£2) A5

assistant /o'sistont/ n. BiF ,Bh#; adj. HBHEY ,BHFER

“ conscientious / konfi'enfos/ adj. INEAFTH, BIEH R B, B

LR 4N

sincere /sin'sia/ adj. WK, BEiKMN

customer /'kastoma/ n. A%

“ charming /'tfa:min/ adj. % A8, %% 1110

suit /suit, sjuit/ n. —ERR(TR) ; k18 v EE



leather /'ledoa/ n. F7 3t
image /'imid3/ n. 2% K%, 8%
* sanitation /s&ni'teifon/ n. (3F3B) N4, DA B
“muster /'masta/ n. &v. FEE, K v, IRE, HE
intension /in'tenfan/ n. HHE),EHE

®acquaint /o'kweint/ vt. i T &, NI, N8
plastic /'plastik/ adj. ¥R n. B (EHEX)
model/'madal/ n. EE KL HEAS
genius /'dzimnjos/ n. KA, KA A
* slipper /'slipa/ n. 168, {F#

" anecdote /'enikdaut/ n. Kl W, RBE

“irritate /'iriteit/ vr. )%, 6 AT IR
Speel /pitl/ n. BZ, 905 v A A
onion /'Anjon/ n. {4
" workaholic /,watka'holik/ n. T{ESE, DA TR HRAIA
“ symphony /'simfoni/ n. 330 5
concert /'konsat/ n. FhEE ,EES, —K
motionlessly /'moufanlisli/ adv. A~Bhih, & - #h
“wield /witld/ v. EE ITHEEENTS)
“ intimidate /in'timideit/ vt. Z0F, i
bow /bau/ n. E v. ¥y
audience /'aidions/ n. AT A%, W AX
deny /di'nai/ v. &I\, IE4
“® massacre /'masoka/ n. &. KEF , EEXKEZR
living necessities 4 if L35 &Y
make fun of BV, & - JF.[»

shop assistant Ji5 53
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name brand % i
dress up (¥5.0) 4743
take on a new look SIHFTHEIR , R —H
can not help (doing st. ) 1HA B &5
outof HT,HT
FE L ARSHNEENGAL HESHHIASRULR
0, HA A ek MR RAN EE

Notes:

L HEEN T LR
respecting T , %X T
respectable A& ]
respectful (X35 A ) FAH
respective 4 B, & BH)
irrespective A~ % [EH, ABIH

2. HiEh & 3k 7 H)iE1E “ penny wise and pound foolish” , &
Syt AHEEITACEMIR” . A ¢ pound wise and penny foolish”
BT 15845 i 4185 (coinage) o DUBHRBAXMHIF, 00—
PIE YA REESRER R R ERANRRRA - WRN
E(XIHERZ T HRIENEW, B cheap R K & “ B "
“RERRETHAENER).

3. massacre{ KB X )P EE mass( KB, K& ) Fn acre
(/)X BN, TR KB T T — %8, A NE
510 4E massacre, [ff H & 3] T mass F acre,

( Wag Prodigy and Dou Dongyou)



