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1. Garage Sale

benefit
charity
acquaint
junk
recycling
discount
paperback
comic
inspect
awful
closet
attic
basement
involved
sociable
pepper
tease
intention
bother
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2 Extensive Reading

TEXT

In the United States, it is very common for people to buy second-
hand goods as they are useful and much cheaper. But, if you were
a foreign student in America, would you know where to buy them?

Characters:

Pat ... o the daughter

FoS foreign student (male or female)
Bob ...... ... the son

Mom ......... ... ... i the mother

Mr. Smith ............. ... ... a neighbor

Mrs. Green ........... ... ... . oL a neighbor

Dad (Mr. Burns) ....................... the father

ggarage sales are very common in the United States now. They also have
other names such as yard sales or porch sales. Sometimes several
families have a joint sale,or a group will have a sale to benefit a charity.
They serve many purposes besides cleaning out unwanted items and making
money. They also serve as a minor social event,a chance for new neighbors
to get acquainted,and a place to pick up needed items inexpensively.

The action takes place in the garage of the Burns home. There are a
couple of makeshift tables with a collection of things on them. (Note:the
things sold at garage sales can be almost anything—furniture, books, toys,
dishes, magazines—anything you can bring in.) Place some things on the
stage floor near the front of the stage. Have the tables and big items upstage
(at the back) and on the sides. Throughout the play the family can be ar-
ranging and pricing items. Mr.Smith and Mrs. Green can move about exam-
ining the various things for sale.

As the curtain rises Pat is busily putting prices on bits of paper and pin-
ning or attaching them to various articles. F.S. enters, carrying a box of
things to be added to the sale.

Pat. (looking up) Just put it down anywhere. We’ll arrange it later,
okay?

F.S.. Okay. (He puts the box on the floor and begins to remove items
to a table. )

Pat. Was there much more stuff?

F.S.: Quite a bit. Want me to go and get it?

Pat: Relax. Let the others bring it. You’ve done your share.
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F.S.. How often do you do this—(he can’t think of what to call it)—
this—

Pat. Garage sale?

F.S.. Yeah.

Pat. Oh, this is the first time for us, but people are always having
them.

Bob: (enters with both arms full) Here’s some more junk.

Pat. (indicating a place) Put it over there and we’ll set it up in a
minute.

F.S.: Is it really junk?

Bob: (as he takes things out and places them about) No,it’s just stuff
we don’t need or use anymore.

F.S.: So why don’t you just throw it out?

Pat; That would be a waste. Some of it’s good.

Bob: Yeah,it’s a kind of recycling.
(Mom enters. )

Mom:; You kids all set?

Pat. Not yet,but we’re getting there.

Mom: Well,you’d better get moving. You know we said ten a. m. to
three p.m.and it’s almost ten.
(Mom goes to a table and looks over the things for sale. )

Bob: Really? (He looks at his watch. )My gosh@, it is!

Mom: (picking up a book) And just what is this?

Pat: I don’t know.

Mom . I’ll tell you what it is. It’s my latest book club selection®—that’s
what it is!

Pat; Well, it was with that stuff you set out.

Mom You must’ve picked it up by mistake. I'd better check over every-
thing out here. (She starts to check carefully. )

Mr.S.:  Good morning. Store open?

F.S.. Oh,good morning,Mr.Smith. You're the first customer.

Mr.S.: Do I get a special discount?

Mom: Everything’s a special discount,but don’t buy anything until I fin-
ish checking. I just found this(showing the book)out here.

Mr.S.:  (to the foreign student) You’'re going to be a clerk?

F.S.. I suppose so. It will be a good experience.

Mr.S.:  Well,I'll just look around and see if I can find anything I'd like.

® My gosh: another pronunciation of “my God”, expressing surprise or strong feeling
@ It’s my latest book club selection: 1t’s the latest book I bought through the book
club (I joined).
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4 Extensive Reading
(Smith moves about the garage looking at the sale items. )

Bob: Pat,what should I put on these paperbacks? (holding up a book
or two)

Pat Ten cents each—six for fifty cents.

(Bob begins to put price tags on books. )

Bob: And the comic books?

Pat: Oh,five cents.

Mom: Give them away. I want them out of the house.

Pat: Mom,is one dollar okay for this sweater?

(Mom takes the sweater and inspects it. )

Mom Mark it one dollar,but you can come down to seventy-five cents.

F.S.: I didn’t know Americans would buy used clothes.

Bob: Sure,it’s the “in”thing. © Like I said—recycling.

Pat. It’s mostly high school and university kids—sometimes others.
(Mrs. Green enters. )

Mrs.G.: Well,what are you throwing out?

Mom: Oh,good morning,Ellen. Isn’t it awful? Look at all this stuff we
had in the house and didn’t use.

Mrs.G.: I'm sure if I dug around in all the closets,the attic, and the base-
ment I’d have two garages full.

Bob: (rather disappointed) So we can’t sell you anything?

Mrs.G.: Not on your life!@ I just came over to see what folks will buy.
(Mrs. G. starts to look about, picking up something every now
and then to examine it. )

Pat. I hope other folks show up. I don’t want to carry all this stuff
back in the house.

F.S.: (He looks at his watch. ) It’s only ten minutes after ten—you just
started.

Mr.S.: How much is this fly?®

Bob: That’s a dollar and a quarter.

Mr.S.: Too much—give you seventy-five cents.

Bob: Settle for a dollar?

Mr.S.: It’s robbery,but okay.

Mom ; Where’s your father?

Bob: He’s still reading the paper.

Pat . He said he wasn’t going to get involved.

® 1t’s the “in” thing: Buying second-hand clothes is fashionable in the United
States. Here “in” is an adjective meaning “currently popular”.

@ Not on your life!: Certainly not!

@ fly: a fishhook with a man-made fly attached to it
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Mom:

F.S.:
Mom ;

Mrs.G.;

Pat.

Mrs.G. ;

Pat .

Mrs.G. H

Mom:

Mrs.G. ;

Dad:

Bob:
Pat .
Mom:
Dad:
Mom:
Dad :

MI'.S.:

Dad;

MI'.S.:

Bob:
Dad :

Mr.S. :

Dad H

He doesn’t have to get involved, but he could come out and be
sociable.

(Starts for the house.) Want me to go and get him?

That’s all right. I’'m going in in a minute to get some bags,so I'll
send him out.

(holding them up) Are these salt and pepper shakers?

I think so.

Well,now they’re just real sweet.® How much are they?

Isn’t there a tag?

I don’t see one. Oh,here it is on the table.I guess it fell off.
(teasing) Thought you were just looking.

That was my intention,but I just don’t have much will power—es-
pecially when it comes to salt and peppers.@ You know, for my
collection.

(Dad enters. )

Well, how’s business? I expected to see the whole neighbor-
hood here at 10 a.m. sharp.

It’s only a quarter past.

We’ve made two sales. That’s not bad.

I’m glad you decided to join us.

It’s my day off. I'll do as I please.

I wish I had a day off.

No liberation lectures during sale hours,please.

Quite a load of junk you’ve got here, Fred.

What bothers me is that I paid for all this stuff that we don’t
want anymore.

(to Bob) Guess I'll be moving on—don’t see anything else I
want. (He takes out his wallet.) Can you change five? (Hands
him a five dollar bill.)

Not yet. Dad,you got change for five?

Sure have,if you were able to separate Smitty from some of his
money. ®(to Smith)What did you buy?

A fly.

A fly? There shouldn’t have been any flies for sale.

they’re just real sweet; they’re just lovely

I just don’t have much will power—especially when it comes to salt and peppers:
I’m not strong-willed and these salt and pepper shakers are so lovely that I can’t
prevent myself from buying them.

if you were able to separate Smitty from some of his money: if you were able to
persuade Mr. Smith to spend his money. “Smitty”is the pet name for Smith.
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Extensive Reading

Bob: Sure,Dad. Mom brought it last night and put it with the stuff.
Dad: Which fly? Let me see. (Smith shows it to him. )

Dad: You bought that? How much?

Bob: A dollar. Pretty good,huh?

Dad: I just bought that fly last week for ten dollars and fifty cents!

Mr.S.: That’s too bad, Fred. I tell you what I'll do. I'll let you have it

back for five.

From Progressive Reading Series ,Book 8,
ed.,Virginia French Allen, Washington,D.C.,1976.

approximately 1,100 words

USEFUL PHRASES AND EXPRESSIONS
1. pick up (L.6, L.47, L.52) K&, =&, ,i\H
2. makeshift tables (L.8) I B X A 22 F
3. things for sale (L.14) TFEY i
4. set up (L.32) B3 R
5. look around (L.61) HEAE R Y
6. every now and then (L.84) R
7. show up (L.86) X3, 5
8. salt and pepper shakers (L.103) B R ARSI O K
9. when it comes to. .. (L.110) B K-

Decide whether each of the following statements is true or false.

1.
. The foreign student is happy to help the Burns family sell goods.
. Mrs. Burns is angry with her husband for not getting involved in the

The Burns family often holds garage sales on weekends.

garage sale.
Young people like to buy second-hand goods.

. One can find anything at a garage sale.
. The author thinks it good to set up garage sales at which things useless to

one family can be made useful to another.

. Mr. Burns and Mr. Smith were friends and they knew each other very

well.

Do the following mulitiple-choice questions .

1.

Which one of the following statements is not true according to the text?
A) A garage sale is usually held when an American family wants to get




UNIT 1 7

rid of its junk.
B) A joint sale is sometimes held to contribute to a charity.
C) A garage sale is held whenever a family needs extra money.
D) A garage sale is often held to make new friends.

. According to Pat and Bob, the Americans like garage sales because

A) they need money to buy new clothes

B) they have no other way to get rid of their unwanted items

C) they like to benefit a charity

D) they think it’s a sort of waste to throw out useful articles they don’t want

. Mrs. Green came over to the garage sale

A) to see if she could get a special price for salt and pepper shakers
B) just to have a look

C) to add some of her used items to the Burns’ garage sale

D) to join the Burns in holding the garage sale

From the garage sale we learn about the Burns family that

A) both father and mother work on weekdays

B) the father works on night shift while the mother works on day shift
C) the father works and the mother’s a housewife

D) both father and mother are retired

. What can you infer from the play?

A) Mrs. Burns doesn’t like her husband’s fishing fly.

B) Husband and wife sometimes make mistakes in selecting things.
C) Bob is not good at bargaining.

D) Mr. and Mrs. Burns have different likes and dislikes.

. Mr. Smith is a person who

A) usually buys things at a special discount

B) robs Mr. Burns of his fishing fly

C) is always careful with his money

D) is good at selling things

What clue did you get from the text to support your choice in Question 67
A) Mr. Smith asks for a special discount.

B) Mr. Smith thinks he is overcharged for that fishing fly.

C) Mr. Smith is likely to sell the fishing fly.

D) Father says you can hardly persuade Smith to spend his money.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

T AW N =

. Don’t buy anything until I finish checking. (L.57)
. Settle for a dollar? (L.93)

We’ve made two sales. (L.116)
It’s my day off. (L.118)
You got change for five? (L.127)
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Questions for consideration .

1. Do you have garage sales in China? In what ways do such sales differ
from those in the United States?

2. Can you make a bargain when buying things? How do you know you
have paid a reasonable price for your purchase?




