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In the name of God, Amen®. We, whose names are underwrit-
ten, the Loyal Subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord, King James,
by the Grace of God, of England, France and Ireland, King, De-
fender of the Faith, &c.

Having undertaken for the Glory of God, and Advancement of the
@ Christian Faith, and the Honour of our King and Country, a voyage
to plant the first colony in the northern parts of Virginia®; do by
these presents, solemnly and mutually in the Presence of God and
one of another, covenant® and combine ourselves together into a civ-
il Body Politick®, for our better Ordering and Preservation, and
Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid; And by Virtue hereof to enact,
constitute, and frame, such just and equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts,
Constitutions and Offices, from time to time, as shall be thought
most meet and convenient for the General good of the Colony; unto
which we promise all due submission and obedience.
In Witness whereof we have hereunto® subscribed our names at

® Amen: FIIT, BEBTHRERNAHHE.

@ the first colony. . .Virginia:%ﬁﬂﬂjbﬁs%%_"rﬁﬁﬂ. A FFREEM, B
EEEBRASBYREEENARBIINE - MHRR, AN XRE - RAMRM,

® covenant: FiHARIE.

@ a civil Body Politick: — A R BE TR,

® hereunto: Bl NIk, ES
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Cape Cod?® the eleventh of November, in the Reign of our
Sovereign Lord, King James of England, France and Ireland, the
eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth. Anno Domini®, 1620.

There followed the signatures of 41 of the 102 passengers, 37 of
whom were members of the “Separatists”® who were fleeing reli-
gious persecution in Europe. This compact established the first basis
in the new world for written laws. Half the colony failed to survive
the first winter, but the remainder lived on and prospered.

1. Who signed The Mayflower Compact ? Why did those early settlers
sign it?
2.How was Plymouth, the British colony, founded?

3. Why is The Mayflower Compact very significant and important in

American history? %

2. Common Sense (Thomas Paine, 1776)

(BiR) o -B89)

framn)

AEH - BR(1737—1809), EER N REDSI R, BIE K,
HEE-TRERE, LERSHL, BR B SNABELHQORM
FPEBRALSHEMN AEB LEEIREIS, EREEYAN

@ Cape Cod: BHEM, MNTFRSLFEFEEFWH— LG, B AAES B HHE
DO

® Anno Domini: 478, BE XN A. D..

Q@  Separatist: B, B E N, MR E B R P AR, MEEENE
ATW, BARMEEBRRYF Y, ERZH, ERS B3, BRSHEE,
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Some writers have so confounded? society with government, as
to leave little or no distinction between them; whereas they are not
only different, but have different origins. Society is produced by
our wants, and government by wickedness; the former promotes our
happiness positively by uniting our affections, the latter negatively
by restraining our vices. The one encourages intercourse, the other
creates distinctions. The first is a patron, the last a punisher.

Society in every state is a blessing, but government even in its %

best state is but a necessary evil; in its worst state an intolerable one;
for when we suffer, or are exposed to the same miseries by a govern-
ment, which we might expect in a country without government, our
calamity is heightened by reflecting that we furnish the means by
which we suffer. Government, like dress, is the badge of lost inno-
cence; the palaces of kings are built on the ruins of the bowers® of
paradise. For were the impulses of conscience clear, uniform, and
irresistibly obeyed, man would need no other lawgiver; but that not
being the case, he finds it necessary to surrender up a part of his
property to furnish means for the protection of the rest; and this he
is induced to do by the same prudence which in every other case ad-
vises him out of two evils to choose the least. Wherefore, security -
being the true design and end of government, it unanswerably fol-
lows that whatever form thereof appears most likely to ensure it to
us, with the least expence and greatest benefit, is preferable to all
others.
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In order to gain a clear and just idea of the design and end of
government, let us suppose a small number of persons settled in some
sequestered part of the earth, unconnected with the rest, they will
then represent the first peopling of any country, or of the world. In
this state of natural liberty, society will be their first thought. A
thousand motives will excite them thereto, the strength of one man
is so unequal to his wants, and his mind so unfitted for perpetual
solitude, that he is soon obliged to seek assistance and relief of anoth-
er, who in his turn requires the same. Four or five united would be
able to raise a tolerable dwelling in the midst of a wilderness, but
one man might labour out the common period of life without accom-
plishing any thing; when he had felled his timber he could not re-
move it, nor erect it after it was removed; hunger in the meantime
would urge him from his work, and every different want call him a
different way. Disease, nay® even misfortune Wo_uld be death, for
though neither might be mortal, yet either would disable him from
living, and reduce him to a state in which he might rather be said to
perish than to die.

This necessity, like a gravitating power, would soon form our
newly arrived emigrants into society, the reciprocal® blessing of
which, would supersede, and render the obligations of law and gov-
ernment unnecessary while they remained perfectly just to each oth-
er; but as nothing but heaven is impregnable® to vice, it will un-
avoidably happen, that in proportion as they surmount the first dif-
ficulties of emigration, which bound them together in a common
cause, they will begin to relax in their duty and attachment to each
other; and this remissness, will point out the necessity, of establish-
ing some form of government to supply the defect of moral virtue.

Some convenient tree will afford them a State House, under the
branches of which, the whole colony may assemble to deliberate on
public matters. It is more than probable that their first laws will
have the title only of REGULATIONS, and be enforced by no other
penalty than public disesteem. In this first parliament every man, by
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